FRIENDS WOULL
AEE INTERNED
GALICIAN FARMES

Bird's Hill Man Under Arrest
For Refusal To S8ign
Registration Card

Habeas corpus proceedings are
contemplated by residents of Bird's
Hill, Man., because of the alleged
unjust treatment accorded Harry
Bodner, a wealthy Galician farmer
Of that locality, Bodner was arrested
March 29 because he refused to sien
a National Service card. Without
iria] or a chance to defend himself
he was condemned to Internment
for the period of the war, it {s al-
leged, He has lived 14 vears in
Manitoba and has a wife and six
small children

Councillor Willlam Waugh, brother
of ex-Mavor Waugh of Winnipeg.
and a leader In patriotic enterprises
In the district, Is heading the agi-
tatlon for Bodner's release.,. Walter
A, Gorsey and J. D, Suffield, barris-
Lers, have been retained to effect this
by legal process If other means now
pending fall,

Reports Self As Alien
Bodner Is 30 vears old. Although

I4 years resident of Manitoba he was |
never naturalized. When war broke |

out he reported himself as an allen
and since that time comnlied with
ill the requirements, hils friends de-
clare, ,

In January national service cards
weére circulated In Bird's HIill dis-
wrict, Bodner sald he could not un-
lerstand their purport. He said he
belleved that s'gning the card would
in sOme way bind him to take up
arms against "his brothers.” He |8
oyal to Canada, he savs In an affi-
iavit, but could never bring himself
o fight his own kith and kin. “un-
688 they Invaded Canada.”

Hls six children are being edu-
cated as British subjects, he asserts,
and he would not protest thelir fight-
ng for Canada,

Because of his interpretation of
the National Service scheme Bodner
alleges he refused to sign. He talked
with the postmaster about it and
ybtalned the impression that he was
under no obligation to do so. he savs.

He sald he heard nothing more
about it until March 29 when he was
arrested and brought before Capt, U.
J. A. Davidson, registrar of aliens,
ne was charged with refusing to
2ign a reglstration card, and urgine
others to act similarly. He denied
the latter charge. His accusers did
not confront him, he declares. He
was told the postmaster and post-
man had made affidavits to that ef-
‘fect, He asked permission to pro-
duce evidence as to his loyalty and
200d behaviour, he savs. The re-
quest was refused, he alleges.

He was sentenced to internment
for the period of the war,

As soon as his neighbors knew the
factg they asked Mr. Gorrey to com-
munjcate with the authorities with
A view to effecting his release. 'This
was done, Capt., Davidson sald the
matter was out of his hands, Bodner
alleges, Capt, Davidson treated the
intercessors courteously thev said.
but sald that an appeal to the min-
iIster of Jjustice at Ottawe is the
only plan.

Fifteen Affidavits Made

The appeal to Hon. C. J. Doherty
Vag made, Fifteen affidavits were
ilgned by well known British sub.
lects of Bird's Hill affirming Bod-
ner's good character. These were
sent together with a Natlonal Ser-
Vice card signed by Bodner, and an
affidavit by him outlining the facts
JI the case, The minister was asked
{0 wire reply.

No reply was vouchsafed until
Tuesday, The minister said he had
placed the facts in the hands of Gen
W. H, Otter, director of allen regis-
tration.

In the mean'ime Bodner I8 in de- |

tention, He has not been sent east |

to the Internment camp. This privi.
lege was accorded him, but he is
Kept here at his own expense,

The matter Is at a standstill until
Gen, Owtter makes his finding. If
the reply is adverse, Bird's Hill re-
sidents will instruct their lawvers
(0 start habeas corpus proceedings
in the courts despite the difficulties
which surround the conflict of law
with actions that are characterized
‘military necessity.”
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