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trong and natural antagonisms, warped by a de-
usive hope of accomplishing ;'t_he_' impossible, are
sed to lure the British people into adopting pro-
ection. The truth that protection is a sword
rasped by the blade has been demonstrated again-
nd again by British thinkers, but there may be a
‘anger that war will cloud public judgment. The
lelusion that forelgners can be made to pay a
ation’s taxation is sufficiently strong to play a
ainor part. It is of course impossible to tax the
oreigner, but it is quite possible to enable the
oregner to make levies. It may or may not be
weeter to give than to get, but it is undoubtedly
asier, as anyone who has attempted both can tes-
ify. A people shut off by their high tariff from
i favorable source of supply can be levied on by
ither foreigners favored by a preference. A
dritish preference for Canadian grain, for ex-’
imple, would enable Canadians, if other British -
ources were shut off, to levy protection on Brit--
sh consumers. In Canada we have little to fear
lirectly from these agitations. We are not likely
o make our tariff much worse than it is. But
Jritain is menaced by a planned political and
rconomic blunder that would make the prolong-
ng of her economic supremacy impossible. The
roice of understanding should be raised before
he menacing delusions obtain a dangerous hold.
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1 Premature plans to be adopted by Britain arter
the war give Irequent reminders that protection-
ists are among thoge seeking to usc the war to
further their fads and projects. If they can once
get Britain limed with the adhesive mess and en-
tangled in the intricate net, they think her extri-
cation will be impossible. That freedowm from
the burdens of protection hus cnabled Britain to
finance the world war for all the Allies js a mo-
mentous and convincing truth they complacently
{gnore. The irrefutable logic of the situation
they reject. Apart from the mlisuse ot military
-|terms in discussing trade, a common trick that
£ | has almost lost its effectiveness, the chief strength
i | of the protectionists les in the delusion that a na-
-ltion can Injure another without injuring herself.
-~iThis has been made the basis for an elaborate sys-
.| tem of varled tariffs, to be applied to similar pro.
e|ducts from different countries. Evidently nc
- | plummet has yet sounded the depths of human
stypidity in tariff impositions. Buyers of goods
originating in the countries with which Britain is
oinow at war are to be taxed, according to these
o!proposals, more heavily than buyers of simila:
h goods from other countries. Of course this i
impossible. Similar goods when they reach the
n consumer will command similar prices.  Ther:
8 are also to be tarifts, varied as goods come by
21 train, boat, or airptane, and the fact that the;
come by a short cut through another nation wil
e also produce varying levies.

€ The delusion that Britain can injure foreigi
»f nations without inflicting greater injury on her
e self sustains the notion that she can punish then
1+ by taxing her people when buying their goods
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