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COUNCIL REFUSES TO:"

\

~ DISFRANCHISE ALIEN

B

Waim Debate, in Which|
“Mayor's Proposal Finds
Little Support—Rights of‘
Loyal Newcomers - De-

-The City Councfl restorday rejected
& motlon put forward by Mayor
Church in the Board of Control re-
commending the Government to dis-
¢ranchise Austrians, Germana and
other alien enemies who have not
lived in Canada for twenty-tive rears.
The debate, which was precipitated
by the moving of an amendment by
Ald. Ramsden, was warm and lively,
but rather one-sided, the Mayor find-
ing few supporters. Controllers and
Aldermen realized that the Mayor
had led them into dangorous ground,
and they protested that they were not
defending allen enemies, but standing
up for British fair play.

Motion and Amcndment.

The Mayor's resolution read as fol-'
lows:

“That the City Council be re-
quested to present a petition to
the Dominion Government urg-
ing on them an amendment of
the franchise act to disfranchise
Austrians, Germans and other
aliens who have not been domi-
ciled in Canada for a period of at
least twenty-five years, and that
the Federal franchise act be
amended accordingly."”

Ald. Ramsden moved the followins‘
amendment: |

“That the City Council be re-
quested to present a petition to
the Dominion Government urg-
‘ing on them the necessity of
greater vigitance in detecting
alien enemies in the country by
the secret service and police, and
that proper punishment be meted
oug for insults to our loyal citi-
zens so that the army will not be
brought into disrepute by being
obliged to ferret out cases for
themselves,. and so that no fur-
ther reason will be given for law-
lessness that will make excuses
for reprisals on our Canadian"
boys in the hands of thae enemy.”

ill-advised and un-British,

“The other day I was somewhat
displeased by the question asked by
our silver-haired  patriarch (Dr.
Hastings) whether we were states-
men or politicians,” sald Ald. Rams-
den, in moving his amendment. “I
would like to know whether the
Board of Control were politiclans or
statesmen when they passed this re-
solution. If we adopt the motion as
{t stands we are bBuggesting to the
Government the disfranchisement of
every naturalized British citizen in
Canada. :

“It requires no great heroism to
dbring in a resolution like that at this
particular time, when we all hate the
atrocities of the German and the
Turk. I say that thls resolution is un-
timely, ill-advised, undemocratic, and
i8 not British.

Making New Citizens.

“We allow these aliens to come to
this country to escape from Kalser-
iem, and we say to them: ‘If you
prove true and loyal we will extend
to you the hand ot fellowship; but at
the slightest sign of treachery there
i the internment camp, the prison or
the nearest lamp-post for you.

‘“There are only two classes of citi-
zens In Canada—the Canadlan and
the enemy.

“I know that in taking this posi-
tion I shall he misrepresented by cer-
tain sections of the press; but I
stand here to-day, the son of an Eng-
lishman, and I say that you should
not place on the records of this Coun-
c¢il anything that looks smaller or
narrower than the country to which

* it belongs. Are you going to make

good citizens of thess people in this
way, or do you prefer to treat them
es the British Government treated
the Boers in South Africa?"” ‘

Mayor Has Feara.

Mayor Church, rising to defend hLis
motion, said: “This is & British coun-
try, and these Austro-Germans must
be kept under control. Thera {8 too
much Austro-Germau stuff already in
Canada. Germany did not think
whether the Belgians were statesmen
or politicians when they invaded their
country, We do not want another
Quebec in Canada. The Austro-German
vote is ruling in the Northwest to-
day. The Austro-German vote must be
abolished in Canada. I hope the peo-
ple of Canada will not be in the posi-
tion of the Uniteo States in a few
years. If this country is worth fighting
for it is_sworth keeping Britizsh. So
far as Toronto goes, Wwe want to see
the German-Austrian disfranchised,
and it is time the Government ghould
act.

“There has been some talk of the
*lawlessness of soldiers’; they have a
right to visit these munition plants,
It has been reported that preference
has been glven to alien enemies in
these plants. The amendment is an
insult to the returned soldier., The
munition manufacturers are too much
taken up with making money.”

Alderman MeGregor  suggested
that the word “enemy” inserted after
the word alien might make the mo-
tion more acceptable.

Aliens and the Vote.

Ald. Gibbons said: *“This Council ig
not attending to its own business in
presenting such a resolution. I re-
gard it as & cheap bit of patriotism.
If the allen is good enough to come
to this country and work side by side
with British workingmen he is good
enough to vote or he should be kept
out altgether. The soldiers did right,
but they should not stop where they
did. They should go after the graft-
ers who released these aliens from
the internment camp to take the
place of men who would not work
for the wages. I move that all Aua-
trians, Germans and other alien en-
emies be deported after the war, and
that the Government enact legislation
to keep them out of the country.”

Ald. Fenwick said he did not ses
ghy they should not pass the resolu-

on,

What {8 an Enemy?

“What is an alien enemy?” asked
Ald. Archibald. “So far s the aliens
ars concerned, the Government has
the remedy in its own hands, if it
likes to use it, and it is none of our
business. e have big enough prob-
lems on our own hands, We have in-
vited these peopls to come, and sure-
iy those who havs abided by the laws
of Canada have their rights. We
‘want to bring together the peoples of
various races, but this resolutfon
weuld sweep them all aside.”

. Ald. Singer thought they were tak-
ing too mucih: notice of the Board of

|

Control. “It is not our @ , :
to”d;_ctate. to the Gnvarnn;l:x‘:’t.?'r rieht
ou

cannot disfranchise men who
gﬁle nq;.fgtoht the !r:?ehlse," safd de.
, ey are alien en
haxle no vote.” emios they
DMayor Church explained that it w.

not the intention to dlatm'nchl::
those of German parentage who
were born in Canada.

Soldiers and Franchise,

Ald. Ramsden—What will ‘you do
with the S8wedes and other a.lleal'm who
are fighting with the Canadian forces
in ¥rance?

Mayor Church—All
have the franchise. .

Ald. Singer—This resolution only
affects those who are not naturalized.
If a man ia naturalized he is not an
Austrian _or a German;-he ig a Can-
adian. We have enough to worry
about without going to the north-
west, It is absurd that a proposal.like
this should go out as an acfion of this
Council. It 18 practically taking
away the right of the British subject
to vote.”

Controller Cameron’s Change.

Controller Cameron  sald: *This
subject affords great scope for talk.
I think it would be a good idea to send
it back. I supported it in the board to
let it come to Council, It was not
sent forward to disfranchise the work-
ingman."

Ald. Whetter—I do not llke either
the motion or the amendment, X
know men who have been in this
country less than five years who were
glad to get away from Germany. They
are good Canadians, and this resolu-
tion would disfranchlae them.

Ald. Nesbitt was In sympatby with
the motion.

“The spirit that prompted it was all
right,” said Controiler Cameron, “But
we should be carefu] and see that we
ars absolutely clear . what it means,
1 know it will be sald outside that
those who voted aganinst it were
favoring the enomy, and those who
vote for it will be regarded as
patriots. .

Naturalized Cltizens® Rights,

Controller Shaw sald he could not
harmonize with the Mayor's views.
“Do we want to take away the fran-
chize from naturalized citizens? This
asks us to do so.. The matter has not
been well considered by the Board of
Control. I hope it will not pass.” -

Mayor Church—It was  passed by
the Board of Control, and now you
are trying to get out of it.

Controller Cameron-—I did not op-
pose it because you can’t discuss these
things in tho Board of Control withe.
out getting into trouble. I don't want
to make a lot of enemies who will
come along blocking my vote..

Resolution Sent Back.

IWhen the resolution was put to the
vote of the <Council Ald. Magulre
moved that it be referred back. He
safd he had been  informed by the
City Sollcitor that if 2 man was nat-
uralized the franchise could not be
taken away from him.

The Council voted 18 to & for send-
ing the resolution back.

‘“That's the end of it so far as I
am concerned,” said the Mayor.

The following wag the voting on
Ald. Maguire’'s motion to refer back
the resolution for the disfranchise-
ment of allens: '

Yeas—Magulire, Cameron, Shaw,
Singer, Hiltz, MeMulkin, Fenwick,
AlcGregor, Beamish, Whetter, Gib-
bons, Risk, McBrien, Ramsden, Gra-
ham, O'Neil—sixteen.

Nays—Foster, Nesbitt, Ball, Ryding,
tha Mayor—itive.

A Pavement Questlion.

3r. 8. It. Parsons, representing the
British American 0Oil Company, ap~
peared before Council with the ro-
quest for the repeal of the recom-
mendation for a granite block pave-
ment on Cherry strect. Ho. stated
that the company would have to pay
318,000 for its portton of the cost of
tho pavement. He declared that the
Council by its sction wag driving in-
dustries away from the city. The
company were only paying 12 cents
per foot for the f{rontage of thelr
works in Montreal, and they were
asked to pay $3 per foot on Cherry
street.

soldlers wil
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