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e Members of Council Wer
Caught by Absurd
Resolution.
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GqXTEEN SAW POINT

goaldn't Vote to Take Fran-
chise From Aliens Who
Haven't It.

7,;9 many demagogic resolutions
r,mg introduced at the City Hall
‘)‘,99 much timo {3 being wasted talk-

o the galtery. Too many Impu-
+uens 08 to other poople’s loyalty are
Bies uttered. Too much ill-feellng
,’K telng  arounsed over the onc
abject upon which there is an abso-
;:c; uaanmﬂf.y—-numely, the prosecu-

¢gn of the war and the treatment of
;swﬁfd goldlers. There Is not a

pember 0f Council nor & head of 2
c,wment. but wants te do the very
1e5t that can be done for the return-
;men;“ nor are aldermen lkely to
frget ther obligations to the various
cther phases of the Emplre's strug-

s, -Under these clrcumstances, no
c;-gdemna.tlon can be too strong for
gay men Who attempt to pose as the
gl triends of the soldler and of the
foplire, and who cast slurs upen the
{esentions of others who have done
equelly a8 much for the great cause
¢4 sre 09 warmly in sympathy with

“"L sample of the gallery play which
Pelet] disappesr at once and forever
iy the resolution fntroduced by
Heyor Church which called upon the
feferal Government  to disfranchise
sjsidane, Qermans, and other
gy’ not domiclled in Canada for
o years.  Meyor Chureh {s a lawyer
o1 knew—os indeed mostly anybody
gld know—that "Austrlans, Ger»
pifs, and other aliens” cannot be
gsfranchlged, for the reason that
ey have no franchise now. They
gave no vote; therefore they cannot
e deprived of 2 vote. The only per-
gne having the franchise in Can-
gds are British subjects, born or na-
turallzed. The resolutlon was absurd,
e City Solicitor so pronounced it,
md, when its absurdity was realized,
caly five members of Councll could
te found who would vote for it,
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The fact that the resolution could
gt only five votes speaks for itself.
Almost any project could get as many
2 five votes in City Ceouncll, espe-
¢ally onc presented under the guise
¢! loyalty. That sixteen men had the
tsurage to say ‘“no,” means that the
sote would have been almost iwo to
ie, even if the four absentees Had
been present and voted fof the reso-
lutlon. It is absurd to insinuate that
giteen members of Council, scme of
t#m with their nearest and dearest
t,{e front, are less loyal than their
flows. The sixteen were not only
tually loyal, but they were Infinite-
Ir more senslble, when they voted
eaalnst a resolution which would take
&vay from Austrians and Germans
the vote which they haven’t got.
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Another phiase of the gallery cam-
falgn Iz the attempt to harry offi-
tale, notably Commissioner Harris,
thut the employment of returned
tildlers, Mr, Harris is as loyal a
hzn as there is at the City Hall. e
knows that there is o rule that re-
timed aoldiers must be given the pre-
ference. He would follow such o rule
& it the Council had never luid it
town, Yet he nnd other officials are
thoken of as though they were trying
to evade the reguiation. There are,
tf course, exceptions to this attitude.
Controller Shaw said this morning,
*Well it the Parks Commissioner is
tying to put n returned soldler in
ety place whers one can possibly
¥ put we ought to be satisfied with
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"lam too loyal a Canadian not to agree
" lwith the spirit of the recommend-
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¥ | possible, than we Britlsh do, becauss
aa | they have experienced’ what it means.
r.| We would be practising Kalserlsm in:
¢ | its worst forms if wa deprived these’

'¥ied upon them and dictate to them
2% | what conditions they shall live un-
70| der. That is what our gallant boys:
y | are fighting agalnst in Europs to-,
g | day.  Why create more ractal dif-|

:-g The man who shows the slightest!
slgn of disloyalty I8 fmmediately in-
‘I ] terned. and will be properly dealt
ry | with after the war.
's »1 strongly protest against any

B~ | an inferlor game of petty polities.

-1 following protest against the insinu-
- | attons which have been made:

- | Canada, and by adopting that recom-

I
od British. TFhe promoters of that

that” And surely the controllers|be

should be.
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The Council need not bite at every | em

resolution which is offered under the
cloak of patriotism., Muny of these
are foolishly framed, however good
the intention behind them may be.
Here, for . instance, is one which

Council passed on Monday: alc
“That it be an instruction to wi

the heads of civic departments
when omploying assistance In
thelr respective departments to
give soldlers who have seen zc-

tive service .the preference, and w

salaries attached to thelr names.”

The resolution does not make
sense. What the latter part means
1s that officials should report to
Council the salarfes they are paying
their soldier-employes. Yet Coun-
cil passed it just as it stands, after
hearing it read, once by the mover
and once by the Mayor. And it
passed this Instruction, although the

diers who have seen active ser-.
vice with the allles be glven the

no variation from this order be

enough. Men like Commissioner
Harrie are dolng their utmost for the

so far as to insinuate that the votg
of 16 to § against the allen enemy
resolution wag some 8oTt of a Libe-

vote against a resolution which
would heve made Council ridiculous.
Controller Cameron, than whom
there is no stronger Conservative,
this morning handed to the press the

«A deliberately planned attempt
has been madeto question my loyalty
and to place me in an entirely false
light before the citizens of Toronto. I

ation, but the method employed was
absolutely illogical. AMayor Church
and those who primed the resolution

knew full well that nobody but Brit-
ish subjects can vote at elections in

mendation we would ve asking the
Government to disfranchise every
naturalized British subject on the
voters' lst. It was an fnsult to the
intelligence of the business men in
the City Council. who know well what
has been done to safeguard Canada’s
interests against allen enemies. But
the people Mayor Church would have
disfranchised are cltizens brought
hero at great expense to the country,
with a view to facilitating its deve-
lopment. Many of them have proved
lloval citizens, or they would have
been interned. I would clap every
man in jail and deport him opfter war
!who shows the slightest sign of dis-
i loyalty. :

““There are hundreds of thousands
of men in this country who, though
born in enemy countries, have earn-
¢d Canadian citizenship and hate
Kaiserism., even more, if it were

people of the cltizenship we bestow- !

ferences and unnecessary hatreds?|

effort to accuse me of being un-

recommendation were simply playing

following almost exactly similar one Ce

eral plot—the Camerons, McBriens £
let nl. being notable Liberals except
i for their close connection with the
| Conservatlve party. Needless to say,
{there was no party polities in the

was already on the minutes: W
“That it be an instruction to ar
the heads of the civic depari- a
ments when employing help of €
any kind in thelr respective ar
departments for both inside and <
outslde service, that returned sol- 1::

preference if avallable, and that Ve

permitted without first reporting T

to Councll” ge
One Instruction to officials was; Q
Q

returned men. They should and will.} 1,
And all the imputing of want of con- | ve

slderation should cease. . A
PoaE s <4 - M
The gallery-play artists are going 2:
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Mayor Church did not fully compre-

ep | hend the resolution when he intro-|
4

N, | duced it, as he minimized it in thel
!

v, | City Counci! Chamber when he add-

¢ | been in residence here 25 vears’ |

ed the provizo ‘unless born here or
i

M “As for my alleged adherences to
nd | the party that is accused of preach-!

ing Austro-Germanism in Canada, I

is. want to state that I have too many

good friends in the clty who know
that I stand four-squarc as an Im-
perialist and absolute advocate of a

Iy | closer unity of Empire. There is no
t0 | place for me in any party or, sect

that preaches separatism. I make

— § thisz statement to corrgol Ialzs im.



pressions that are being created in
this city for local political :easons.”

Controlier Cameron has been a
consistent worker for the welfare of
Toronto’s soldiers. He will not be
alone in resenting the type of attack
which *as been made.
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