ST UN VICTIMS
ANIE DISASTE

five Witnesses Examiaed State
Mine Was Not What Could
Be Called Gaseous

(3%, April 19.—'The inguest
victims of the Coal treek
mining s Aanter ooened here  this
Jterneont A cliainge of coroners was
made BECL MY by the [act that Cor-
wwer Wlkes  was employed by the

cpal COMPRAAY I~ check welghiman at
e Coak c'reok mines.  Coroner A.
¢, Morray. of Natal, 1L, Is here, nnd
row NS charge of the Investlgation.
oply five of the twenty-two wit-
rpegls Were cxiouiined thls nfternoon,
The witiesse= called upon were fHurry
folen,  Clnver Winssanley,  John
catith, Jdoe Lane and Tomm Sins,
These mien stated that the mine was
ent what could be termed gascous,
bt that they had encounterved caps
o zas en soveral occaslons.  On be-
rz questioned as to' whether the
~me coull be termed “wet,” all ex-
cept 02rry Heiwsh, who sald that at
e the e was “damp,” but could
rge e called “wel,” stated that the
nqpe Wan POU Cwell”

Tom Sans stated that during his
pnperlence W nuning he had never
aorhed Im at better mine than No. @
ccal Creek.,

Thl~s concluded the afterpouvn sese-
son and the eoroner adjourned the
mestigation untll tomorrow morning
a! 1 o'cloch.

votices were posted st night and
this moriting by the Crow's 1'ass Coal
cnpany that the mines would be
¢ren for work commencing with the
itopun ~hft kise nlght, bhat  there
wd¥ o response, and the mines me
o e e e strihe Is o virtnally on,
The men e deternmined to stay out
At thewrr new agrecment s shoed,

The rescue work in No, o mlne haes
cepd dbondinned, the rescuce parties
comlng to o complete barvier of roek
vhich munde farther semeh for the
o tinine tuwelve bordies yet to be re-
orervd tmposstble,  Aflter o consultia-
o betwesn ollicds  aine inspect-
(s gl pit Desses at was dechded to
pytart from the entritnee of the maho
ard Jean out Wie caves and repabr it
Corongily for senption of coal pro-
wi.his operations.  This woriv  wail
cihe ~evetal mronths and not before
Ve work is completed will thie ve-
sntae hionfies he pecovered,
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