WAR VETERANS DEMAND THAT
PATRONAGE SYSTEM BE KILLED

Returned Mes Air Many Grievances and Pass Seven Resolutioris
—Would Protect Soldier's Wife From Landlord

—Mayor’s Severe Criticism.

One thourand returned soldlers, A, R. men, and their sympathizers met
in u;umy Hall lust night and demanded a square deal and decent treatment
for the men who come back from the war dieabled in body or brain. They
spoke out In no mincing wordy, in fact some of their statements wera too
strong for newspaper publication, and they demanded reforms embodied in

the tollowing resolutions: [

Resolutions in effect as follows were discussed and passed unanimoudly
ard will be forwarde4 on to the.prbper authorities:
1. That the Dominion Government stop thz {mportation of alien enemy

Iabor from the United States,
”

That « committer be appointed by the eity to co-operate with the

returned soldiers to visit and inspect all places where labor s eraployed. |
2. That the City Council open an Emplovment Rurean for returned sol-
disrs, and that a returned soldier be placed in charge. |

4.

That in munition plants preference he given to wwomen whose earn-

inge are necded for household expenses rather than to those who desire

pockel money,

5 That the Dominlon Government be asked 2t once to re-organize the
Pension Board System of Canada, and do away with the present system of

political patronage.

6. That the Dominion Government be asked to relieve from office all
and men holding positlons on the milltary staft who
ar eligible for overseas sr_-rvign. and that all such vacancies be filled by
returned officers, N.C.Os, and men or AR men,

7. That stepn be taken by the Government to secure a fair and uniform
methnd of distributing the different moneys disbursed by patriotic fund

officors, N.CLOL:

branches thronghount Canada.

A falr proportion of Toronto's sol-
dirr citizenship sssembled  at Mas-
sey Tall last evening to speak ity
heart and publlely  air acenmulated
grievances. Mayor Church, 48 chalr-
man, gnided the meeting through the
pansing of geven grievance-correcting
resolutions,  which discusgsed
snd pasaed unanimously, ;

The Mayor bitterly attacked the
Government, called the  Hospitals
Commission “a Jot of amateurs,” con-
demned the Patriotic Fund adminis-
tratdon, the handliing of the food par-
ct] work by tha Red Cross, spoke of
pensions a3 “shameful  plttances,”
and declared that all the Y.MCAl's
turned over 1.o returned

wern

shoull be
auldlers. !

When some dissanslon was lmmli-
nent and questions were being asked
i to whether the Soldlers’ Griev-
ance Comnittee wag working for or
against the Great War Veterans, the
Muyor promptly closed tho meeting
by cidling for the Natlonal Anthem
to be sung,

“Cannot Make a Living.”
©osergl., Warwick explained the eire
cumstances leading up Lo the forma-
tion of the Grievance Cominittee.
“Wa have men, returned from the

front, who cannot make 2 living,” ho
Cbepan, “Comrades, nothing breaks
my heart more thun to gee what is
here before me to-might. We must
remember  we  have a problem  to

egolve which must not be left over.
We must conquer our Indifferences
&nd quicken our syvmpiathies; wa

must get ‘our men’ justice and a fair
chanee.”

I Gireham,
that the Dominion
uvked to stop  the importation of
allen enemy Iabor from the United
Htates, sald thut complaints had heen
made by A. R, men that they could
not secure  available  positions In
munitivn fuctorles. When they took
off their buttons thelr chances of
getting o posltion were hettered. “It's
pretty hard Hnes, I say,” said the
returned soldler. “If the Government
Lad interned all nlien enemies from
the start this would not be so. We
should ask the Government to build
& plant of their own and employ
these ullens, not let them compete
with our men of the Empire."”
(Cheers.)

“Is that o square deal?”  Answers
of “No! no!” "Let them put the
allen enemies on the clay belty, and
when our men come home lel the
Government give the land to them.”

N. H. MclIntosh, who followed, said
it wus a crylng shame that such a

moving a resolution
Government e

resolution should be necessary. “Rut
what  shall we dJdo with the alien
envmies?” he asked,

Voice: “Deport them.”

Here's a Threat.

Another volee: “After several mu-
nitlon factortes have been blown up
they'll do that” .

“We  have asked one munition
firm,” continued Mr. Melntosh, “for a
letter stating that they will give pre-
ference to A. L. and returned imen.
We are still waiting for that letter.”

Peminine vofce: “You'll walt a long
time. Shame; shame.”

“Aud not only in the munition fae-
tories but in places where food is
Prepared. allens should be cleared
oul. How eusy it would be for them
to polsen the food.,” 1le speaker sald
he had an unsigned letter from & re-

“TIZ” FOR TIRED
AND SORE FEET
Use “Tiz" for Puffed-up,
Burning, Aching, Callous-
ed Feet and Corns.
“Happy!

Haopy!
Vs TIZ' "

WhEy go linping around with ach-
8. puficd-up feet — rfeet so tired,
hufed, sore, and swollen you can
wrdly ged your shoes on or off?
Why dom’'t you get a 25-ceént box of
‘T1z” from the Jdrug store now and
Fdden your tortured feet?

"Tiz" makes your feet glow with

i

and more noble subject to talk on :

song and dance—-there's something

Jobs

turned soldler stating that the firm

above-named almost {nvarfably pald

less t¢ A. R. and returned men than

to their allen enemy employces. .
Mayor is Severe.

Mayor Church believed most of the
trouble encountered by the returned
soldiers was due to the heartlessness
of officialy who had certain authorl-
ty. “What {8 wanted in this coun- |
try is more heart from the officials,”
he sald. **Those going to the front
and those returning should be hand-
fed LY a department of the Govern-
ment. A Canadlan prisoner of war
In Germany should be a first charge
on the country for anything he needs.
It should not be left to any private
organization to send parcels to the
men {n prison cainps. The Canadian
Government should not depend upon
the Red Cross or the Y. M. C. A.
“Fhere should he n Government de-
partment which should look after
soldiers specially, We also need a
clvic bureau {n Toronto to handle
complaints.” '

“My office! continued the Mayor,
“is besieged with people all day long,
and I can't get the board of control
to glve mo the help I want. (AMur-
murs of “shame, shame").

“l belleve that the Minister of
Militin should appoint an inspector
to investigate complaints aguinst the
Hospitals Commission. The Select
Cummittee in the Senate who took
up the question of hospital adminis-
tration are a lot of amateurs. There
are too many civillan attendants for
the soldiers up at Spadina Crescent
Convalescent Hospital. The e¢fty of
Toronto is rich enough to get proper
doctors—the country should pay for
it.

“As to pensions, I can safely say
that the returned men are not get-
ting enough. Eight dollars a month
fer Pte. Marten is a disgrace to ihe
Government of Canada. They have
put him on the étreets and made him

a charge on he common public.
(Further  crles of “Shame, oh,

shame!™)

Millions to Railways—Pittance to Men

“l say the pension scheme is all
wrong. They have millions to give
to bankrupt railways, yet they have
only a miserable pittance to a man
who has lost an arm. It's an out- i
rage, a shame, a disgrace! i

“As far as aliens are concerned, I
belteve there should not be an alien
enemy in any factory in Toronto, nor
should any of them have a vote while
the war /s on.”

Sergt. Geddes followed with an
impassioned denunclation of alien
enemies who walk the streets of To- |
ronto. "“No one ever had a grander |

than we have to-night, yet the back t
rows and gallerles are empty, when i!
we can get a forcelgner to come liere |
and draw a full house with a mere

wrong.
Give Soft Jobs to Soldiers.

“Returned soldiers should not UbLe
asked to go on the farms, They want
to be in touch with human hearts.
They would get despondent on the
lonely fields. There are enough soft
around the cities, and they
should get them. There are 2,600
Canadian hoys behind German bars.
The more you help  the returned
soldier the soorer you are going to
ret those Dboys out of the dirty
prisons. -
b Sergt. Warwick:

a8 not been at the front sh
allowed io lvok ufter the \\'elofg'r% 2?
returned men.”

Sergt. McFarlane: *f have geen
women come to one maunition fac-
tory in thelr cars, with private foot-
men, while poor soldlers wives, who
need the money, van't get jobs. Those |
tume ladles have spoiled thousands ||
of shells pecause they are incom-
petent. 1 say fire them!™

Save Her From Landlord.

Sergt. McFarlane moved that the
Legislature be asked to make it un-
lawful for a landlord to destrain on
a soldler’s wife for default or rent.

“It would be quite fair legislution
in view of this war,” commented the
Mayor.

“How about stopping the lang.
lorés from raising the rent? urked
R Amos from the centre of tig
house.

“l think it would be more effec.
tive to brinx such matters before
public meeting like this and shov
the landlord up. It would take too
long to got that legislation.”

The motlon was passed without
amendment. L

“Why don't

*“Neo rhan who

War Veterans' Assoclation?™ asked ;.
a returned soldler from the gallery.:!

“Becituse we need bread and but-!;
ter now, and we've.got to have it.iE

We can’t wait for the A.R. club or}: |

the veterans to act,” replied Herbert!!
Williams from the platform. “Our
aims are identical, but we need

H
1 the grievance com-!; !
mittee act in co-operation with the i l;

I
1

apeedy - resulty,”

I



