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CENSORSHIP AND ESPIONAGE !N WAR.

The censorshtp bill now under constderaﬂon fn|®
the American Congress has. brought cut & great
varfety of opin!ons. If what 1s usually taken to
b the v Administration ‘Bill"” is adopted in any-
thing like its present form, it will give the Presi-
dent of the United States authority to virtually
muzzle the unewspapers, and thus deprive the
people of much information they have been im-
memorially accustomed to receive. Of course the
President is not bound to exercise to its full ex-
tent the power conferred on him, but the whole.
nation seems reluctant to authorize him to inter-
fere despotically with the popular right of free
speech. Qn the other hand, it is contended, not
without reason, that it should be possible, by cir-
cumscribing for a time the liberty of publication,
to -prevent such information from reaching the
enemy as would enable him to inflict greater in-
Jury on the United States than he mlght otherwise
have been able.to do.

Closely connected with this subject is that of
foreign and hostile esplonnge. There can be no
doubt that when the ‘war broke out, and for many |'
months before it, Britain was greatly injured by
the presence of numberless spies in all ranks of|:
society, Ample evidence has been collected and
published to prove that a like condition has ex-
fsted during the past three years in the United
States, in Spaln, and in other neutral countries.
A good deal of light is thrown on this interesting
subject in a letter written by Mr. Norman Hap-
good for publication in America. In it he affirms
that the British Government has successfully
solved the spy problem, and that the persons em-
ployed to ferret out the spies are men of highly-
trained intellects, including *“Oxtord and Cam-
bridge dons.” There are flve socletics organized
for the purpose, and their membership includes
very few women. Amateurs who bring in *‘tips”
are of little use; forty thousand of such tips have,
since the beginning of the war, been received and
lmesugated by these socleties without affording
any real information. The experience of the po-
lice is somewhat different, but only one tip in two
‘hundred has turned out to be of much value. In
the matter of internment ot forelgners, on the
other hand, the aid rendered by the police has
been of great importance, as they hear of numer-
aous cases in which reglstered alieus fail to roport
to the authorities.

These and other matters have been set out in
this letter for the Information of the United
States, which, with its long coastline, will be com-
paratively easy of access, while there are within
the country a large number of aliens who are
American citizens, but who sympathize with Ger-
many or Austria-Hungary. For censorship pur-
poses there has been much opening of private let-
ters, but very little about private affairs has ever
leaked out. The rules governing this work are |
very strict and are drastically enforced. One'
men was sentenced to three years’ lmprlsonmout‘
for a littie harmless gossip about the contents of
a private letter he had opened. Had a bad mo-
tive been proved he would have been shot.
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