An Interesting Talk
on the National
Parks of Canada

The loctures and pictures of  Lhe
Canadinn National Parks given by
Mr. D. W. Johnson of the National
*arks Branch of the Department ol
the Interior, Ottawa, in the Lyric
Theatre Wednesday, May Oth, wer
not only interesting but highly in-
structive.

“I have come to remind you of the
wonderful playgrounds right al your
own [ront door,” said the speaker.
“They aro your own playgrounds
set anside by act of parliament [or
your use, benefit, and pleasure. o
you realize what these parks mean
to you and Canada ? They are not
only the greatest recreation grounds
in the world, but they are also on
of the finest asscts you possess, not
only from a national standpoint,
but also from a finnneial standpoint,
In Banfl National Park, in Jasper
Park in the north, in Waterton
Lakes IPark in the south apd in
Yoho Glacier and Revelstoke Parks
in British Columbin, you have ar
heritage that contains grander, vas.
ter and more glorious scenie beaw-
ties than Switzerland with its Alps.
Great explorers and travellers like
Lord DBryee, Professos Cojerns, -Sir
James Otram, Professor Wileox, and
many others have stated in books,
speeches, and other writings  that
in your Mational Parks there aore
seens that cannot be duplicated any-
where in the world. All these scenic
features have been opencd up by
scenic ronds and trails, aml  in
Lian Park, and in fact in all the
Parks, most wonderful scenes and
flowers await the tourist and Cana-
dian. Bee your own Canada first,
and hest of all see and play in your
own playgrounds that lie right at
yvour own [ront door—oasy of nocess
by rail and beautiful auto roads.’’

Continuing, the speaker gmaid :
“Have you realized just what an
asset  these wonderful DParks  of
yours ara, and te Canada, and par-
ticularly to the Provinee of Albertnd
Fronee, Switzerland, Ttaly, and the
New England States, clearly realize
the value of their seenie leatures anid
they advertised them to  the
world. What was the consequence
Thousands of tourists ecame [rom
all points to sece, live, and play in
in these countries. The annual rov-
enue of these conntries purely Irom
the tourist traflic standpoint was
astounding. Franee, until the out-
break of  war, actually  produced
§500,000,000 for its tourist traffic :
Switzerland,  £150,000,000;  Ttaly.
£100,000,000; Maine, - $40,000,000;
Wew England States, $100,000,000 :
that is, they sold their seenic wares
and wdded that much to the wealth
of their country. We Canadians
have scenic features cqual, il
grandor, to tho nations .

k ‘nlone actually had 321.-
0 tourists within its gpates during
the last five years who actually left
and expended in Canada $25,000,000.
Does this not mean much to Can-
ada ? Are the National Parks not
of value to the people ¥ They will
produes in time a crop ns great ns
the agrienltural industry, as our
ruines and foreste, and therelore,
purely from a mometary side, do
and will oceupy a very important
place in the nation's growth."”

“"We now have 58 miles of the
great anto road built into Tanfl and
beyond,”” said the speaker. ""This
gives the people of this province one
of the finest auto scenic router in
Ameriea. In Banl Park, and in
Waterton Lakes Park in the south,
both easy ol access by automohile,
there have been reservations made
whereon tourists and others who do
go desire may pitch their tents and
live during their stay in the Parks,
il they do not wish to patronize the
hotels. There they can bring their
suppliea, or if they wish, purchase
them from the merchants of the
Park, and live and spend their holi-
days just as cheaply as though they
were living in their own home
towna. “Cet the Park habit., See
Four pwn Canada first, and best of
all, came and see the wonders and
glories of your own beautiful Parks,
and in playing in  them, get into
your hearts and souls a. greater love
for your own provineo and Canada,”,
eoncluded , the speaker.

The Parks [eeturer will speak
again in Red Deer, and date will be
announced later.



