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[ABOR CONFERENCE
+ AGAINST CONSCRIPTION

2

Urges Organized Workéi‘s to-
Oppose: it Every Way - -

“NATIONALIZE ~ RAILROADS

'Also Coal Fields, Cold-storage, Abat-

toirs and Canneries—Appoint Food
and 'Fuel Controller—Demands to
be Lald Before Cabinet.
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(.Ca.nadhAn Pross Daespatch.) . !
Ottawa, June 3.—After a momentous!
! sltting Saturday the Natlonal Labor,
. Conferencé passéd a resolution against
: conseription,  urging the organized
‘ workers of the country to oppose it.
! with every means in their power. The
onference also placed itself on recard

"as in faver of ihe nationalization of
. all the railroads in Canada and all the
t coal fields, the appointment of a Food
and Fuel Controller, public ownership
of cold-storage plants,- abattoirs and
canneries, ‘and.in favor of the passage
.of an order in Council giving munici-
palities the right to operate coal and
wood yards. '

Both Parties Rapped.

Botlr political parties '‘came In for
. rapping - for the petty party politics
which, it was alleged, had been dis-
played during the war, and for allaw-
ing speculation “in foodstuffs. The
Government was declared. by some
speakers to be “the willing tools ot
the interests which dominated them.”

It was decided to start a campaign
for the reorganization of the Imperial
Munitions Board by communicating

. with the 1,700 ‘unions in | Canada.
Amplification of the assertions made
aguinst J. W. Flavelle and the board
wag hrought down. in the conference.

The delegates will likely seek ‘& ¢on-
ference with the Cabinet to present
their demands for action to ‘bring
down the cast of living. A session was
held to-day, and another will be held
to-morrow morning.

The following is the statement of
the dellberatjons, !ssued for publica~
tion by the Press Commlttee, com-
posed of Fred Bancroft, Toronto; J.
C. Watters, Ottawa, and John T.
Foster, Montreal:

Overwhelmingly Against Conscription.

“By an overwhelming majority the
Celegates to the Labor Conference
have recorded themselves as opposed
to conscription. The special commit-

. les on’ conscription presented their
unanimous report, which stated:

“‘We declare ourselves as most
emphatically opposed to the proposed
conacription measure, and we urge the
workers in Canada to oppose by every
means in their power the enactment
ot such legislation.’ o

“The delegates were In session on
Saturday from 9 o’clock a.m. until 1.30
ani. on Sunday, and the whole even-
ing sesslon was taken up by the dis-
cussion on the committee’s report on

. cougeription. "Befors a final vote was
" tuken, members of the Executive
: Council: of the Trades Congress ex-
Pluinsd “the”attitude " of = Sir Robert
 ‘Borden, ouflining his assurances, even
| on the evéof his departure for Eng-
- land, that the situation rémained the

same, and the Government had no

intention of introducing a compulsory :

mflitary service measure. ' The Pre-
:nier’s statements to the Labor men
siince hig return did not contain one
argument which Justified his change
of front. Several of the delegates

strongly emphasized their viewpoint,:

trat the proposal of the Premier had
" behind it the intention to shackle the
. werkers of this country, not only now,
bat after the war, to prevent them
from making moves to better their
‘wages and conditions.

. Five Oppose Resolution.

““The vote was limited to sccredited
ana recognized representatives of In-
terniational Unions and members of
the the Executive Council of Cone

terpational Unions asked to be re-
corded agairst the resolution, one
stating that he was in favor of con-
! scription.

*“8cathing denunciations of the Gov-
e~nment and Opposition in the Fed-
eral House were made by delegates
frem various Provinces, on the petty
party politics which had been display-
ed during the war, while speculation
and food profiteering ran riot over
thke country. Delegates touched upon
the great numbers of men from their
organizations in the battle line, and
Freat sacrifices of the trades union-
ists, while the profitcers wtvere allowed
to exploit the dependents of soldiers
and the working people of Canada
generally.

Attack on Munitions Board.

“It was dJecided to commence a
campaign for the reorganization of
the Imperial Munitions Board. by
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gress Five representatives of In- |
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:gending the following statement,
through the Executive Council of the
Trades Congress, to over 1,700 local
.unfons and other labor organizations
! throughout the Dominion.
“Under the caption, ‘'Attitude of
‘Imverial Munitiona Roard to Organ-
ized Labor,’ the statement follows:
‘At ,the conference of represcnta-
 tives of International Unlons, held at
Ottawa June 1 and 2, the hostile at-
titude of tho Imperlal Munitions
Board to organized labor in Canada
was clearly deflned. Evidence was
' submitted by delegates showing:

| Charges Mnde by Delegates.

1. Violation of sanitary require-
ments, gross negligence in regard to

{
i

tion.

2. Lowering the wage standards
already established in different sec-
tions of the Dominion.

“3. Ellmination of the eight-hour
day and the introduction of the 12
and 14 hour day and seven-day
week.

‘4, The unnecessary dilution of
laber by the Introduction of femule
labor, before proper steps have hcen
taken to utilize available skilled me-
chanics.

6. Where dilution has occurred no
general effort has been made to
maintain the same standard warges as
received by the men.

"6, Substitutlon of cheap, semi-
gkilled labor from rural districts for
construction work, because of their
willingness to accept less than the
trades union rates.

“7. A declared policy of refusing
to recognize trades union representa-
tives in determining the wages and
hours and contracts let by them.

“8, 'Challenging trades union offi-
clals to obtaln reasonable conditions
by use of their organized power in-
stead of through negotiations, which
would résult in strikes.”

the protection of the heaith of the,
worker, in camp and plant construc-;

1
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ttrough
liquors.

Sjoclalists’ Meeting Prevented.

1t was announced through circulars
last week that a meeting would be
held in the I.O.0.F. Temple this after-
Tioon in opposition to copscription. On
fsaturday Chief Whatley stated thal
this meeting should not be held, and
vhen about 200 Sociallsts, included
“umong whom were many foreigners,
Inet there, the police told them that
they could not meet, and they dispers-
&d without causing any trouble,

Hydro Bonrd Surplus,

At yesterday's meeting of the Hy-
dro Board it was stated that the sur-
Dlus for the first three months of thia
rear was $17,700, Manager Sifton

the manufacture of it into

iI'ecommended that a $12,000 plant be

installed in the premises of the Do-
mminfon Steel Foundry Company,
%vhich was asking for 600 or 700 ad-
¢litional horse-power. This will be
f'urther considered. The operatore
faind meter readers asked for more
1nay. The readers’ request was refus-
d, and the other will not be consid-
ered till the end of the year.

‘Thinks Tt Provinces' Mattor.

A deputlation of temperance leader:
fin this city waited upon T. J. Stewart,
MLP., yesterday, and asked him to use
lhis infuence at Ottawa in securing
IDomirion-wide prohibltion. Mr.
{Stewart promised consideration, bul
sstated that he thought this was e
imatter for the Legislatures, and that
lit was unfair and unreasonable tc
embarrass the Federal Government
:about this matter when it was at its
‘wits’ end tryving to help win the war
‘Provincial Governments, he #aid, had
ipower to deal with this question.

The children of the public schoolt
‘will not be allowed a holiday on Mon.
day in honor of the King's birthday.
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