LEADING LIBERAL PAPERS
OPPOSED TO SIR-WILFRID’S
PLAN FOR A REFERENDUM

Hamilton Tm Declares Liberal

Leader Lost Greatest 0ppor-

tunity of Lifetime to Show His Devotion to nghest
térests of Canada—Toronto Star Urges English
Liberals to St and Together.

TORONTO NEWS SAYS LAURIE R PLAYS INTO HANDS
i 1 OF PACIFISTS, SLACKERS AND ALIEN ENEMIES

‘Wilfrid Lautier’s demand for a

referendum on the conseription

{ssue appears in a number of the
leading papers of Oanada to-
n":'_

. TORONTO GLOBRE (Libersl)
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TORONTO STAR (Liberal)
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HAMILTON TIMES (Liberal)

“Sir Wiifrid has lost the greatest
opportunity of his life to show his
devotion to the highest Interests of
Canada and the Empire by inter-
vening to prevent the immedlate
application of conscription to the
country. Hia whole life is a testl-
mony to his iIntegrity and lonltr.
and we would Impugn neither. But
if wa are all prepared to make the
supreme sacrifice rather than come
under the German yoke, the macri-
fice now demanded of us cannot be
denied. For the Goverament's many
sins, blunders, mismanagement and
extravagance a day of retribution
will surely come.”

o e &5d the | BRAXTFORD EXPOSITOR (Liversl)

reco orm “The chief objections to a refer-

or bﬂl::d by ey t: tm"'i | endum, seemas to be the delay which
| m..“z A l‘d.dl'ﬂdll:l would necessarily be invoived at a
transfer . the comfilet from | l'M® When avoldable delays should

the country lllto & turmoll compared
with which the enforcement of se-
lective conscription would be 'noth-
ing In comparison and - that it s
contrary to the preecsflents get dur-
ing the war by Great Britaln., New
Zealand and the United Btates.”

It concludes:

“Finally, a4 serious objection to a
referendum |s that, despite the good
offices of Bir Wilfrid Laurier, which
he would undotibtedly give, thers Is
no pguarantes that coneeription
should carry on a referendum, that
that would end the resistance. While
there is at least some probabllity
that as a result of the {lj-feeling de-
veloped during the election, there
"“'2 be greater hostility than
ever. :
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how the of this améendmen
whatever may be its fate, can bDe o
service to the Liberal party, Assume
first thtt. it earries. “The Govern-
ment will then have no alternative
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then get credit for the sincerity of
their opinions. The public will say
that they tried to evade meeting the
issue, and only took the straight-
forward course when no other raad
was open to them.

“The Immediate concern of the
Free Press is that, iIn a matter of
this kind, there should be an end of
evasion and a frank acceptance of
the realities of the situation; that
this is a real war. There is no make-
believe about the fighting in France,
The casualty messages that come
into. the homes of the people record
tllu death or mutllation of real peo-
p .i

“It is the essence of reality to say

that our armies at the front will be
destroyed unless they are reinforced
from home, or are protected by
soldiers of other countries which
have found neither constitutional
nor political difficulties in the way of
compulsory service. The proposi-
tion before the Canadian parllament
is that the methods which have been
adopted by every belligerent nation,
save one, shall be resorted to here
to secure a.ddltlonal troops for the
front. It is a clear.cut, Intelligible
pmpocltlon It ought to be accept-
ed or 'rejected promptly, In order, In
either case, that the next avallable
step may be taken. Instead of this
promptness there is the prospect of
wu'n of shadow-dancing at Otlta-
wa."
MONTREAL LE CANADA (Liberal.)
~ "Sir Wilfrid’'s speech iz an epoch
in parliamentary. history. It is mot
only because Canada is In danger,
but Dbecause all ecivilization Is In
danger of being swamped by Ger-
'‘man barbarism that SBir Wilfrid has |
approved of Canada’s participation
in the war. But It Is not necessary
‘o establish Prussianism i Canada,
As is proposed by Sir Robert Borden,
when h« seeks to pass the conscrip-
tlon measure by a parliament whose
powers have expired and without
consulting the people.”

MONTREAL (Livern).)
*“On both deep-rooted con-
ﬂeﬂu is & factor and on both sides,
unfortunately, i.lnn are those whose
first thought f political. advan-
tage.  Poll > lt is & lJamentable
condition which is unlikely to bﬂnc
zﬂ to ﬂthor party. In consider-
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is In this war to a finish and there
is no wavering on the part of the
people. What they want is strong,
wise ' leadership. Glven that, the
ﬁeopl: may be counted on every
me.

MONTREAL GAEZETTE (Cen,)

Under the caption: *A Laurier
Mistake,” the Gaszette in Its com-
ment on the conscription Issue says
the leader of the Opposition did
not need to argue that the Militia
Act did not provide for con-
scription to carry on such a war as
iIs now  disturbing the world.
Neither was his statement that
Canada was in no danger from
Germany, am argument against
what the' Government proposes.
Parllament, It says, can enact con-
scription for the purpose of secur-
ing the safety of Canada whether
the danger is on the banks of the
Somme or on those of the St. Law-
rence. The Government's record
and its knowledge of what con-
ditions in the country are suggest
that it would not have proposed
conscription had anything less
effective been avallable. Bir W§-
frid Laurier would h;:; t;cn play-
ing a Lter rt & recog-
nized t::“ facts ’:t the situation and
given his approval to what he feit
he could not venture to condemn.
His suggestion of a referendum Iy

‘weak and untimely.” -

f

TORONTO NEWS (Counervative.)

The Opposition leader, seeking for
delay, plays into the hands of all the
pacifists, slackers, and alien enemies
in the Dominion. He encourages and
fortifies his own compatriots in thelr
hostility to the bill, instead of using
his immense personal Influence Inh
bringing them into line, The great
wave of anger which has been rising
against the Liberal chieftain all
across the English-speaking prov-
inces has risen visibly higher since
his speech of yesterday. Wiltrid
Laurier courts the least patriotic
elethents Iin the population ut the
expense of the gallant Canadians in
the trenches, but in the effort he Is
wrecking his own party and destroy-
ing his own reputation as a states-
man of national and imperial stat-
ure.” |

LONDON FREE FRESS (Cen.)

“The question which the teader of
the Opposition ralses is whether A
single province may block the way
to Canada succoring her sons on the
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