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IMPORTANT SPEECHES ON CONSCRIPTION

SIR SAM HUGHES WILL SUPPORT
- THE BILL, FAILING BETTER MEASURE

Mr. Hugh Guthrie Wholeheartedly for it, Though Desir-
ing Certain Improvements — Former Minister of
Militia Charges Intrigue to Slow Down Recruiting —
Hon. Mr. Lemieux for Referendum

-

(Staft Correspondence of The Globe.)

Ottawa, June 19.—From varying
standpoints, and in marked contrast
of tone, style and argument, Sir Sam
Hughes and Mr. IHugh Guthrie made
two notable contributions to the con-
seription bill debate In Parliament to-
day. Both arrived ultimately at the
same conclusion: that they would
1ave to support the blill, failing some-
hing better. Both criticlzed some of
ts provisions and the limitation of its
icope purely to mlilitary service.

Sir S8am, however, devoted most of
1s attention to reviewing past mis-
akes of his former colleagues in re-
zard to the administration of the
roluntary system. He handed out
Hughesonian thrusts at Sir Robert
Borden, Sir Thomas White and the
>ther “meddlers” in the Borden Cabi-
1et who had hampered his own efforts
to raise men, and who were respon-
sible, he belleved, for the falling down
of the voluntary system. He had, too,
little use for the bona fides of Sir
Wiltrid Laurier, who, he declared, was
really responsible for the Quebec sit-
uation. It was the real speech which
Bir Sam was expected to have made
early in the session. He charged that
there waa a deliberate intrigue to slow
down on recruiting. He found in the
plot some evidences of German gold,
as to which he has referred repeated-
Iy before. He made covert references
to the Influence of the Finance Min-
tster, the Imperial Munitions Board
und Lord Shaughnessy. He dllated
upon all the varying Influences which
were brought to oear upon Bir Ratert
Borden in the spring ¢f 1916 to slow
down on recruiting, méd he repeated
the specific charge made in his Lind-
say speech that direct orders were
given to retard his recruiting efforis
and to change his plans. He quoted
instances, and would have quoted &
letter from Sir Robert Borden to him-
relf marked '‘Confidential,” only Sir
Robert, somewhat testlly, declined Sir
Sam'’s Invitation to declde whether or
not the letter should be made public.
8ir Sam evidently has no love for his
former leader. MHe referred to-day to
the lack of control in the Cabinet and
the “dabbling and meddling” allowed
| other Ministers in connection with his
own department,

In connection with the confidential
letter Incident Sir Sam declured that
he did not think it was necessary to
consult Sir Robert in regard to read-
ing letters .n the House. *“As soon
as the Prime Minister treats me {n a
courteous manner,” he said, “Y will
act in the same way towards him.”

After seeking afresh to vindicate
his own administration of the Mil-
Itla Department, and putting all the
blame for the present falling down
of the voluntary system upon his ex-
colleagues, Sir Sam declared his firm
2dherence to the compulsory system.
He belisved better results could be
achieved under the Militla Act, but
falling that, he wanted quick action
of some kind, and would stand for
the conscription bill and help to
r?t?lke it a success, *if such is pos-
:sible,”

Mr. Guthrie Follows His Conscience.

Mr. Guthrie, in a moderate and
earnest appeal for the adoption of .
the conscription principle,. applicable
not only to military service, but to all
forms of war effort, declared that, in
differing from his leader, Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, on the referendum amend-
ment, he was following the patriotic
advice of Sir Wilfrid that each man
should be guided solely by the dic-
tatés of his own consclence. He be-
lieved that the present bill dld not
80 nearly far enough, but, like Sir
Sam Hughes, urged that it would be
far better simply to invoke the Mil-
itia Act, with its wider and more
drastic powers. In regard to the re-
ferendum, he maintained that such a
course was merely shirking the duty
of P’arllament in the hour of crisis.
He noted that Sir Wilfrid himselt
had not previously been an advocate
of such a course, as instanced in the
case of reciprocity and the naval is-
sue. Mr. Guthrie did not want the
question <left to the decision of the
slackers at home, while the snldiers
at the front were busy fighting. In
conclusion he made an elogquent ap-
peal for a further attempt of the
leaders to get together and make an
honest endeavor to achieve a coali-
tion Government, so that conscription
might have a fair chance and a gen-
eral election be avoided.

Mr. Lemieux’s Arguments,

Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux, in sup-
porting the referendum amendment,
rfollowed somewhat along the lines
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s argument,
maintaining at the same time that the
loyalty of any man who sought first
‘Ito know the people’'s will before
'plunmng the country into conscrip-
]

tion should not be impugned. Ue
criticized severely the administration
of the voluntary system in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, pointing out tha:
the chief recruiting officer for the
Province was @ Methodist minister.
Suppose, he sald, a Jesuit priest had
been put in charge of recruiting in
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SIR SAM WILL SUPPORT THE BILL, FAILING BETTER
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Toronto, what would have been the
result ?

Sir Sam Had Urged
" Compulsory Service

General Sir Sam Hughes rose amid
Conservative cheers and in view of ex-
pectant, crowded galleries to resume
the debate. He began by detailing
the pressure he had brought to bear.
upon Premier Borden to introduce
some form of compulsory service. He
read the House a letter he had writ-
ten to Sir Robert Borden, dated Oct.
17, 1916, strongly recommending com-
pulsory service and emphasizing the
need at the front. °

“I received no answer to that pro=
position,” laconically commented Sir
Sam. The former Minister of Militia
said he continued to agitate for some
action without avail, and finally heard
Sir Edward Kemp, present Minister of
Militia, tell the House, "just a few
weeks ago,”’ that compulsory service
‘had never been considered by the

Cabinet. *“1I was convinced that
Ministers of the Crown should
have convictions on this matter,
and should give leadership to
public sentiment,” commented Sir

Sam, *“just as was pointed out yes-
terday by the Minister of Trade and
Commerce—in theory,” he added
amid a roar of laughter at the ex-
pense of Sir George Foster,

. Sir Sam sald he was anxious not to
“injure or embarrass” the Premier
and the Government, or he would, In
the early part of the session, have
*forced some action.” IHe could get
no action, however, so he finally
placed a resolution on the order paper
calling for compulsory service. This
resolution, he said, was not a want-
of-confidence resolution, and he per-
mitted it to wait until the return of
the Premler from England. The day
after Sir Robert returned, May 16,
1917, Sir Sam' wrote him a letter,
which he read to the House, teliing
Sir Robert he had waited until his
return and would not press his reso-
lution “if you can give me any assur-
ance that you will take action.”

“Did the Prime Minister reply to
that letter?” asked Mr. A. K. Mac-
lean. .

“He replied the following Friday in
his speech to the House,” responded
Sir Sam. .

Conditions Serious in Canada.

Sir Sam maintained that conditions
in Canada were serious. He declared
that certain labor leaders bore “all
the earmarks of being in the pay of
German agents in the United States.”
All autocracy was not found under
absolute monarchy. There were
those who said that “two corporations

— one the railways and one a financial
group—control this Governnient and
its administration. 1 @m not endors-
ing this assertion, but am xqerely giv-
ing vent to the rumor.”

“Simply putting it on Hansard,”
observed Hon. George P. Graham,
amid laughter.

Could Enrol 150,000 in 4 Months,

Sir Sam persisted that no draw-
backs confronted the enaciment of an
efficlent and workable compulsory
service measure, “except such as are
created by agitators for special pur-
poses.” Given a good bill, 150,000
Canadian troops could be enrolled
during the next four months. “That
is not much of a trick at all."”

German Gold Endangered Cannda.

Canada had suffered and teen en-
dangered by German gold working
through United States agencies. Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan, he said, was "‘not
bought by German gold, but influ-
enced by men under German pay."
Peace agitations and other similar
propaganda were controlled and sup-
ported by German finance. ‘There
was "the best of reasouns for bellev-
+ing that German gold, cleverly ap-
plied, did the trick” of exhausting the
voluntary system of recruiting. Henry
Ford had been approached by those
who since admitted upon oath that
they were in the pay of German
agents. ‘“The records of American
courts,” proceeded -Sir Sam, *“show
clearly that the labor agitations, the
contraband demands, the food riot
movements, the peace-at-any-price
agitation, have all been controlled
and directed by German gold. We
have instances where gentlemen oc-
cupying high journalistic positions in
this country were in receipt of money
from tha United States of America,
and it is now known that peace or-
ganizations in that country were to a
very large extent maintained by Ger-
man gold for years before the war,

Blowing Down of Recruiting.

“BEarly in 1916, when Canadian
recruiting was at its zenith, whispers
.were heard from all  Canadian
centres—the work was skillfully done

s tood inside jackets, Highland
f'cotchmen, every one - of them. I
liave gone through it in after years
¢ nd found hundreds of men, not one
of whom could speak the Engiish
1ongue, and almost every one of
them an alien enemy in time of war.
! asked the Manager, as the Prime
1dinister may remember, what had
1recome of those gallant fellows that
lle was now seeking to restrain from
onlisting in order that they might
1thovel coal and handle furnaces in
{3ydney. I pointed out that his fore-
1ight should have been exercised in
lteeping gallant Canadians of British
(descent in our country, in place of
Jriving them out to the four winds
of Heaven and filling thelr places

'Nith aliens from Germany and Aus-
s ria."

Agitation Very Serious.

After a sharp exchange with Mr.
A. K. Maclean, who nccused the ex-
Mlnigter himsel? of giving orders re-
zarding a certain young man in Hali-
fax, that he be not permitted to en-
list, Sir Sam proceeded : *This agi-
tation againgt recruiting went on and
on. The whole thing has been piffle
from one end of Cnnada.to the other,
The Prime Minister, yielding to
these tnfluences—and T admit they
were very serious; [ :.was pestered
with thenm: till I threw them out —
suggested to me a letting-up in re-
cruiting. It was in vain that I pro-
tested and met the fallacious argu-
ments.”

“On what occasion was it that I
sugeestsd letting up on recruiting?”
asked Prem!:r Borden, rising.

Storm Brewing in Toronto.
Sir Sam Hughes—*“The leader of the
Government on more than one occas-

lon—take the verv day when Mr.
McDougal was present—the leader of

the. Government asked me again if 1
would not let wup 'on re-
cruiting, and, moreover, tha{
Right Honorable leader of the I
Government later on pointed out |

—if he wants the whole story I will '
be glad to give it—pointed out that
there was a tremendous agitation in
Toronto over the subject, that he had
various deputations from Toronto,
and that the Iinance Minister had
told him there was a storm brewing
there, and that agitation was due to
the fact that men could not be pro-
cured for workers. Mark Irish, Mr.
Flavelle, of the Imperlul Munitions
Board, and others had been insistent
in their demands that these men
should not be taken. And let me point
out that, if the Prime Minister will
permit me, 1 will read letters that
will cover the thing, letters from him-

ealf

“[ would be glad,” put in the Pre-
mier, /

“I think the Prime Minister should
see one of the letters before 1 read
“As a matter of fact,”’
Lieut. W. F. Carroll, “was not re-
cruiting called off at Sydney and
Glace Bay over a year ago ?"

“I did not call it off. T was not
responsible, ' retorted Sir Sam.

“Now I will show the Prime Min-
ister a copy of the letter.”

Sir Robert Borden-—*“The Honor-
able gentleman can go on with his
speech. I will make my reply.”>

Yielded to Premier’'s Request.

Sir Sam Hughes—‘“Before I sailed
for England in March, 1916, knowing
that the Prime Minister had com-
municated his fears re the labor sit-
uation and the Quebec situation to
others—I might mention Mr. God-
frey of Toronto, and a number of
others—1 yielded to his request and
partially let up on recruiting. But
I told the Prime Minister the only ex-
cuse I could make was that it was
between winter billeting and spring
encampment at the time, and the re-
cords will show that we did not draw
a man out, we did not give any men
to the munitions, our otficers simply
did not exert themselves as vigorous-
ly as formerly, owing to the fact that
we had no place to put the men with-
out going to great expense, and spring
camps were being formed.

Not Interfering With Fiactories.

““It may be noted, incidentally, that
these same organizations and gentie-

—
~

broke in

men with afilliated interests, whils
prominent in patriotic and philan<
thropic professions, have, neverthe-

less, not been unmindtul of the pro-
fiteering aspect of the  war: hence
probatly thelr intense interest In the
labor question.

“Only this week the head of the
Munitions Board has taken it on
himself to write a letter to the manu-
facturers of this country, practicaily
demanding that recruiting shall
not interfere with his muni-
tions. I  have seen fiva hun-'
dred men clamoring around the
entrance to the factory in Mont-
real in the morning looking for work
at the very time these gentlemen
were saying that we were taking
away their workmen. Thera are ten
thousand in Toronto to-day, and hun-

—dreading that workmen could not
be found for the various industries
and services in Canada. At the
time I suspected German gold, and
80 informed the Prime Minister.
The movement grew in force, and

the Imperial Munitions Board and
the ,Finance Minister each became
anxious and restrictive. Finally the

head of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way was influenced by the agitation,
and while the Dinperial Munitions
Board and the Iinance Minister had

lmited themselves to impressive
- personal conversations  with the
Prime Minister and many others,

Lord Shaughnessy went further, and
not only privately, as did the others,
but publicly and openly, proclaimed
himself in an address before the
Board of Trade at Montreal. Lord
Shaughnessy had been. regarded in
rallway circles as a man of sound
Judgment. He was trained under
the greatest railway man of the age,
Sir Willlam Van Horne, but he had
not the breadth of judgment, had
not the force of character, had not
the fearlessness in the face of trial,
of the great master, Van Horne."
“He was not affected by Germar
gold?” queried Mr. A. K. Maclean.

‘““One would imagine from the
wishy-washy criticlsm of the finan-.
cial critic of the Opposition,” re.

torted Sir Sam, warmly, “that there
was some influence ut him.”
Some Hon. members—*"Oh,

Aliens Replaced
Those of British Descent

oh.”

8ir Sam Hughes—*“Whether that
was a pat on the back, I do not
know. I should point out that
these agitations manifested them-

selves all over the country. The
Prime DMinister, was bombarded with
them. e was an easier mark than
I. (Laughter.) I would throw them
out of my office. I might recite
this ingcident if the Prime Minijster
will not object: A verv distinguished
gentleman, hecad of one of the larg-
est organizations in Canada, the
manager of the Dominion Iron and
Steel Company, of Sydney, came to
the office, and with tears in his
voice and some in his eyes, begged
us not to enlist and take the men
away. I had chanced to visit that
{nstitution many years ago, and as 1
went along the lines of furnaces and
down through the coal mines 1 saw
as handsome a lot of fellows as ever

Imate way by enthusiasm along

dreds of men anxious for worfk In
munition factories, and yet these
gentiemen tell the public and the
Government that we ure interforing

with the worl: of tiin factorles, when
it is perfect nonsense.

Indiscreet Language
of Recruiting Speakers

“Other contribhuting causes in the
falling oft recruiting are, the
abusive tone und ianguage of many
speakers at public meetings, calling
In®.seriminately ail those not enlist-

of

ing  slackers,” ‘cowards,” ‘shirkers,’
and thus forclng honest men to get
their backs ugninet the wall, and

becomo negtive ingtead of positive.”

neuve under the control of
the Imperial Munitions Board.
" He read letters addressed to the

Mr, Macdonald— “Speaking at
Lindsay, Ontuario, on April 28th, re-
garding the comlitions of which he
spoke und the ugitatlon, the Honor-
abl: gentleman went onn to &2y
‘“This unfortunately had an effect
upon the Prime Minister. The re-

sult was that I wos asked in March,

1916, not to press recruilting, and
recruiting to-day nag hLeen dead In
Canada. for (fightiniz purposes.’ Do

I understund tho Tlonurnble gentle-
man to say that the statement made
by him {n T.ind I quite ~orreestr

Sir Sam IIugkes—-="1 am quite sur-
prised at the FHounnrable gentleman
asking any such question, That speech
issued hy myself, und I am nnt In the
habit of jssuilng statements that I do
EOt endm-:f-m. I will prove it Lefore I
Lavs finisned.

“f had just referrved to the abusive
tone and language of many speakers
at public meetings as one of the con-
tributing causes to the falling off in
recruiting.  Many of those speakers
were well-meaning gentlemen, fellows
with their halr parted in the middle,
coming out of the citles and towng,
many of them not over fighting ape
themselves, men who should have
been in the trenches, and those men
would lecture the feliows in the caun-
try. It is a pleasant task for city
chapg to lecture country boys on their
duty.

“I could mention fiftv men from
different places, all of fighting age,
who had the hardihood to go out and
lecture men who, from one cause or
another, were not going to the front.

“I may say thus far—and | have a
zood deal to do with it-——whilst T have
encouraged recruiting in every legiti-
nNa~

S
riotic lines, I have never asked a
nan to go to the tront. 1 have no
‘Ight to do so.

Charge of Inducing Men to Stay.

“The actual action of certain pro-
ninent people in directing men not to
70, but to stay at home and secure the
slaces of those going to the front, has
had its effect, I regret to say. Since
‘he ex-Prime Minister, the Hon. lead-
ar of the Opposition, is B0 wedded to
his beloved Province of Quebec, I re-
gret to say that that is a charge which
you might well fnquire into, relating
to the common clergy of his own
Province.”

Attempt to Penalizo Ontario.

ir Sam referred at some length to
whsat he termed the attempt to penal-
ize Ontarty, because labor was scarce
in Ontarlo, consequent upon the largs
enlistment, while it was plentiful in
Quebec.
He instanced the proposal made in
October of last year to erect o large
fuse-manufacturing plant at Malison-

Prime Minister and to Chairman Fla-
velle of the Munitions Board by
Colonel Thomas A. Duff of Toronto,
protesting againsat the establishment
of the plant in Quebec instead of On~
tario, and forwarded by Sir Sam with
a few comments of his own.

In his letter, Col. Duft declared:
“The locating of the plant in Quebec
looks like bonusing that Province for
fallure of its people to do their duty
towards the Empire, and penalizing
Ontario for the noble manner in
which the cream of her manhood
have oftered and given their lives,

‘be organized without delay.
!Examble of Delay in Manitoba.

and those left at home their substance,
for the cause of liberty.”

Sir Sam said that as a result of his
representation the plans originally’
contemplated were changed.

lercenary Idea.

Commenting further on the causes
)ading to the falling off in voluntary
seruiting, Sir Sam noted the growth
? the mercenary idea of high pay at
ome, with easy work and no danger,
s against low pay at the front, with
ard work and extreme danger.

imit on New Battalions,

“After my return from England,
nd after the Meredith-Duff Commis-
lon had concluded,” continued Sir
am, *“I found myself hampered by
eing Umited In the organizatlon of
ew battalions.

“The Prime Minister, upon the de-
iand of certain persons, had, as
arly as May of last year, an order in
'‘ouncil passed limiting the forma-
ion of these. 1 remember the Finance |
finister on one occasion became ex-!
{ted over the raising of the battalionsj
n Toronto.”

Jir Sam Wants to Read
Some Correspondence

Gen. Hughes then intimated that
e would like to read seame corre-
pondence dealing with these bat-
allons. As one of the letters fromn
he Prime Minister to himself was
narked confidential, he offéered to
how it to Sir Robert before reading
L to the House.

Sir Robert, somewhat hotly, declar-
«d that he didn't care to examine let-
ers under such conditions, and he
hought that If confidential letters

‘his principle, and meddling, hind-
‘ance and interference of all other
Ministers, beslides the Prime Minister,
1ave primarily caused the failure of
he voluntary system of enlisting. It
8 a Prime Minister's right, and his
nly, to be satisfled by the Minister
»>f a department in matters other than
‘hat of policy.”

Reviews His Own Record and Plans,

The ex-Minlster of Militia then
reviewed at some length his own
record and plans in regard to re-
cruiting. He declared that his
plan for raising battalions, accord-
ing to the area system, had worked
out perfectly satisfactorily until it
was interfered with. During the
winter of 1915-1916 petty interfer-
ences began to hinder the work.
“These continued,” he said, “on into
1916, til finully no battalion could

“For example, before I left for
BEngland last Junedl ordered the for-
mation of the battalions in Mani-
toba. On my return In October they
had not yet run the gauntiet of the
Treasury Board and Privy Council.
The three battalions have never
vet been properly completed. Under
my system they would have been
ready to sail for England _ by the
time they were finally authorized.”

Would Advise Enforcement
of the Militia Act

After having thus summarized
his reasons for the fallure of the
voluntary recruiting system, Sir Sam
declared that his own idea as to the
best course to pursue néw was the
enforcement of the Militla Act. To
his mind the result would be much
better than resorting to the new
bill. He aid not favor selection by
tribunals, but preferred selection by
ballot, under the Militia Act. Under
that plan troops would be allotted
to a score of different departments
ot service; under the Conscription
Bill they could be allotted only ’.’D
military service. Under the Militia
Aet, men called out for service
would receive uniform rates of pay.
no matter what form of national

service they were allotted to.
“Under this bill, however,” he said,
“the man at home nightly in a

feather bed may receive from seven
to ten dollars as a mechanie, vhile
his brother in the trenches recelves
a dollar ten for hard work and belng
shot at."” :

Act Meanwhile Under Militia Act.

However, failing anything better,
Sir Sam said he would support the
Conscription Bill. But he put for-
ward this alternative to a long dis-
cussion in Parliament. Meanwhile,
while the next few months are being
wasted in discussion of the bill, in
appointing the machinery to carry
out its measures, in hearing tedious
judicial appeals, in organizing the
training camps, and in conducting
the collections, let Cunudit act, as she
can act, under the existing Militia
Act, until this bill becomes law,
There need be no delay, no friction,
the machinery is ready, the men can
be called out at once to train. Let
us not sit here making fools of our-
selves, Let the boys be called out.
Don't waste time!”

Sir Sam, after dealing briefly with
two or three points in Sir Wiltrld
Laurier's speech, and after again
defending the Ross rifle agalnst
eriticisms 1ade by Hon. TFrank
Oliver, sat down amid considerable
applause from the private members
on his"own side of the House.

vere to be read, the proper course
vould huve been to have submitted'

hem to him in advance.

‘“The Honorable gentleman wil
1ave to take his own course in the
:atter,” added the Premier.

“Well, I am prepared to take my
>wn course in the matter. I shall
10t read the letter,” rejoined Sir Sam,

sir Sam'’s Letter on Recruiting.

However, he declared that his own
letter {n reply, though marked confi-
lential, might be given, and he pro-
reeded to read it. This letter, dated
Tuly &th, 1216, referred at consider-
able length to the recruiting situa-
tinn, and outllned his plans for the
authorization of more battalions ac-
cording to geographical and popula-
tion areas, declared that recruiting,
under his plans, had always been well
in advance of equipment avallable,
and that if he had & free hand with
Quebec he honestly belleved he could
“enthuse it.””

Scored Sir Wilfrid.

‘Incidentally, Sir Sam in his letter
scored Sir Wilfrid Laurier for failure
to properly educate the people of his
own Province, and charged that he
had deliberately played upon their
prejudices for political purposes.

Larze Rescrves o Waste,

In another letter to Sir Robert, on
July 10, Gen. Hughes vigorously pro-
tested against the pollcy of keeping
lurge reserves in Canada and England.
It was waste of money and waste of
energy, hie said, to keep 200,000 men
in reserve in England and Canada.
They should be in France, relieving
the men at the front, and doing actual
war service.

Premier Paid No Heed, Says Sir Sam.

“The Prime Minister,” declared
Gen. Hughes, ‘“has stated that he
thought that if I wanted to read

these letters I should have consulted
him. Last October I sent him a letter
in regard to compulsory service, but
he never took the trouble to reply.
When I wrote him about by motion
for compuldory service, the Prime
Minister dld not pay any attention to
it. T think, therefore, that I need n..
go out of my way to consult him in
regard to reading letters in the Iouse.
As soon as the Prime Minister treats
me in a courteous manner, I will act
in the same way towards him."

The Course of History.

Then Sir Sam made this generai, but
significant, statement: “History re-
cords that responsible Governments
gradually yleld to petty bickerings;
these to uncontrolled dogmatism, that
to autocracy, and to dissolution,

“In elther war or peace, the Qabl-
net should be properly controiled, No
Government could possibly last under
a system where each Minister would
be privileged to dabble and meddilo
in the details not only of his own da-
partment. but of every other one. The
Prime Minister thould be famillar
with all matters ¢xcept routine, bheing
informed by the Minister of the par-
ticular department. Only great ques-
tions of policy should concern the

other departments, Non-observance of

Mr. Guthrie Supporis
Bill Wholeheartedly

Mr. Hugh Guthrie, South Welling-
on, expressed his regret that, in re-
sard to the principle of the military
service bill, he found himself *in
‘ather serious conflict with the opin-
on of my leader and with the opin-
on of a large majority of my politl-
:al friends.”

“Under ordinary circumstances,”
;aid Mr. Guthrie, “I would feel very
sincere concern, and had it not been
lor the kindly, generous and patri-
stic words of counsel and advice
which my honored leader has ad-
iressed, not only to me, but to all of
his followers with regard ' to this
measure, 1 might feel some embar-
rassment. He has stated that he
would prefer each member to be
guided solely by the dlctates of his
own conscience, entirely without re-
gard to the ordinary and well-recog-
nized tles of party. For this reason )
feel more free to express withoul
reservation my own conclusions witt
regard to this meagure.”

Mr. Guthrie pald eculogistic tribute
to Sir Wiifrid Laurier. 1is Parlla.
mentary experience was not alone the
longest, but the most brilllant, in the
annals of Canada's Parliament, ye
the South Wellington member felt hi:
support must go wholeheartedly
the bill. Ife believed it to be in the
interests of Canada, the Empire anc
the allics,

fust Involve More Than Manhood.

While in accord with the prin-
iple of the bill, Mr. Guthrle expressed
iig bellef that, in many ways, it might
re usefully amended and Improved.
lonscription, to his mind, must 1.-
'olve more than manhood, more than
lesh and blood.

“L would vote,” said Mr. Guthrie,
' ‘to withhold the operation of the bill
 mless the Government is prepared to

;0 further and during the present
session bring in concurrent legisia-
ion upon the wealth and resources of
Zanada In general for the purposea of
‘his war.  This I8 a matter which
.ouches my heuart almost as much as
iny phase of the war. I do not like
.0 feel! that we In this Parliament
‘hink lightly of the flesh and bioed
;1; mo pt;oal‘e of Canada and think

ghly o o accumulat 4
the country.” od wealth of

Mr. Guthrie sald he belleved the
prople who had applauded the doc-
trine of conscription meant Homae-
thine different from this Government
bill. They meant the conseription
of wealth, of industry, of resources,

00.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier—*"Hear, hear.”
Why Postpone Taxing Wealth?

Mr, Guthrle could not understand
why g0 able & man as Sir Thomas
White had, from year to year, post-
poned this question of taxing weaulth.
He had taxed industries. *“Why he
cannot adopt the system of right-
eousness- and equality In regard to
the income of the rich man I can-
not understand.” Mr. Guthrle
thought the people were entitled to
know, at this time, what was the
“withholding force” and why the
procrastination was continued. ’

Voluntary System Had Limitatlons.

" Mr. Guthrie did not agree that the
voluntary system had besn a blun-

for compulsory service,

Ile recog-

nized that some definite step in the

line ot

though

leadership wuas
Parliament should

necessary,
be sup-

plied with a statement of the num-

ber of

men of military age available,

exclusive of the 406,000 men already

enlisted.

much

Mr. Guthrie thought that
conslderation should be glven

|

to the agricultural needs of the coun-
try and the necessity for production.
“If,” said he, “men who enrol for
service under the DMilitary Service
law are bhetter adapted for agricul-
tural service than for military ser-
vice, agricultural service is what
they should be put to.”

“That is not provided in the bill,”

put in Mr. E. W, Nesbitt, North
Oxford.
“Then,” said Mr. Guthrie, “the

bill should be remedied.”
Continuing at the night sitling, Mr.

Guthrie emphasized the vital lack in

the bill in regard to making any pro-

(Continued on Page T.)

der. He belleved it had been a mag-
nificent success. But conditlons had
changed. Like all

human institu-
tions the voluntary system had lis
limlitations. The member for &nuthi

Wellington said he had himself con-
templated Introducing a resolution
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SIR SAM HUGHES WILL SUPPORT
" THE BILL, FAILING BETTER MEASURE

(Continued from Page 5.)

'ed, at any rate a time llmit should

vision for compulsory service for
necessary branches of war work other
than straight military service. He

believed that in this respect the Mil-

itta Act would be preferable, in that
it could allocate for munitions or
other work all surplus men not im-
mediately required for the front.

Oppqsétl to Referendum Principle.

Coming to the referendum amend-
ment proposed by Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
Mr. Guthrie noted in the first place
his opposition to the referendum
principle, as being contrary to the un-
dorlying spirit of responsible ,gov-
ernment. If it were to be adopted in
this case, it might be invoked by suc-
ceeding Governments to evade re-
sponstbility on every ditticult ques-
tion. Sir Wilfrid himself had taken
a different course on the reciprocity
and naval Issues, and had boldly
taken his stand in Parliament on
these issues, and accepted the re-
sponsibility of decislon, leaving the
people to approve or disapprove, ac-

cording to the constitutional usage,

when the time came for a general

election. The first duty of Parliament
and that

was to defend the realm,
duty could not be evaded by asking
‘the people, for guldnh‘ce.

Slackers Would Vote, Soldiers Not.

Moreover, continued Mr. Guthrie,
under a referendum the soldlers’

votes would have to be largely disre-

garded. The war could not stop while
ballots were passed to the trenches.
Practically the result would be that
‘the slackers left at home and thelr
parents who did not want them to go
'wwould decide the issue, and the men

at the front, comprising thirty-three

per cent. of the electorate, would have
little or no say.

Parlinment Legally Constituted,

As to Sir Wilfrid’s objection that
this was only a rump of a Parlia-

ment, Mr. Cuthrie said that, while he

himselt had been one of the few men
on his own side of the House who
were opposed to granting the exten-
slon, yet since the extension had been
granted by the unanimous vote of the
House, Parliament was now legally
constituted, and must accept all its
resporsibilities.

People Opposed to Election
and Also to Referendum

The people, he believed, as a whole,

he fixed for its coming into effect, and
there should be safeguards against
local tribunals being influenced by
‘merely local conditions.

“If Yo Break Faith.”

._Amid an impressive silence In the
House, Mr. Gtthrie referred to the
call of the living and the dead at the
front, and quoted with fine effect the
beautiful lines which have gone round
the English-speaking world-—the
poem, “In Tlanders Fields,” written
by an old school friend of his, Jack
McCrea. :

“If ye break faith with those who
e,
‘We shall not sleep, though poppies
blow
On Flanders fields.”
Appeal to Try Again for Coalition.

In concluding an Impressive appeal
for unity and the sinking of party
politics, Mr. Guthrie urged the lead-
ers to try- again to see if coalition
could not be worked out, and the life
,of Parllament extended. No single
political party could successfully en-
force the bill. If the two leaders real-
ly intended to agree on this great
question of compulsion, he helleved
they could effect a satisfactory com-
promise. That compromise might be
jalong the line of invoking the militia
lact and adapting to it the selectlve
clauses of the new bill. If the lead-
ers were now bent on continuing thelr
present attitudes, then, said Mr. Guth-
rile, “perhaps a few of us back bench-
ers might get together and soriously
try to work out a solution which
might get us somewhere. All the
brains are not on the front benches."

Mr. Lemicux Opposes Conscription.

Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux opposed
conscription. He was proud of what
Canada had done and hoped o sce
her continue, but it should be doue
by voluntary enlistment, and not by a
compulsory systeni. Compulston,
said Mr. Lemieux, was *“the Milner
and autocratic system.” The honor ot
the Government was at stake. The
Premier had repeatedly pledged him-

were now opposed to a general elec-
tion. and they were equally opposed
to a referendum. The country bellev-

ed that more men must be obtalned.

Sir Wilfrid offered no solution as to

how they
only methods by which they could be

were to he obtalned. The

ohtained were either by the medium

of the present bill or by invoking the
milieia act. He preferred the latter act,
but If the present bill were to be pass-

4 .
self that there would be no conscrip-’
tion. Colleagues of the Premier had
been authorized to assure the Arch-
bishop of Montreal that the signing of
the National Service cards would not
mean compulsory service,

“In what position is that dignitary
of the Church to-day?”’ asked Mr.
Lemieux. The present bill was *“all
risk to the poor and all immunity to
the rich.”

When Mr. Lemieux put the ques-
tion, “What should we do?" Sir Her-
bert Ames interrupted to say: "I will
tell you. We should send men to
the front instead of talking here.”

“Let us go together?” challenged
Mr. L. A. Lapointe to Sir Herbert
Ames.. The latter did not answer and
was greeted by langhter. “He is anx-
tous to send others. WIIl he finance
them as he filnanced the Nationalist
party in 19117 agked Mr. Lemieux.

A moment later when Mr. Lemieux
remarked that he was not in favor of
“the conscription of blood for election
purposes,” there were loud cries of
“shame’ from the Government bench-

es.

Mr. Lemleux retorted that the
policy of voluntary enlistment was]
Canada’s policy until a few days be-.
fore Mr. Justice Galt made his report. .
Mr. T.emleux stated that although the
people of Quebec were opposed to
conscription, they were ready to

— ey P oA

abide by the result of a referendum. |-

flon. T. W. Crothers, Minister of
Labor, moved the adjournment of the
debate. It is expected that he will be
followed to-morrow by Mr. F. F. Par-
dee.
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