MUUNTED POLIGE
AGAIN SUBJECT
'OF HOUSE DEBATE
Critiien - By  Oppostion of

,  Change Made in Policy in
' the West. '

The Commons on Baturday went
into clivil supplementary estimates.
On a vote of §360,000 for squipment
and maintenance of the Royal North
West ‘Mounted Police, the Prime
Minister made a statement which
showed that at the outbreak of war,
B8 Imperial reservists belonging to
the force had been permitted to go to
the tront; that in 1915-16, 105 mem-
‘bars had been permitted to purchase
thelir release and enlist; while many
others whose terms expired had also
Joined the expeditionery force. So
great were the enlistments sald the
FPremier that it was found necessary
ot G i i S e
peal to the men to mainthin the
strength of the force. The official
strength of the force exclusive of of-
floers ashould be 1500 men, but its
present etrength was but 742 men

and the commissioner was now en-
gaged in an effort to dbring the force
up to strength,

Says Men are ldle.

Mr. W. E. Knowles of Moose Jaw
sald that the 500 men who coneti-
tute the police force are practically
idle men, and that this was undesir-
able at a time when men are scarce.
This condition, he explained, was
due to the cancellation of the for-
mer arrangements with the Govern-
ment of Alberta and Saskatchewan,
whereby the mounted police ceass to
do police work, and now confine
thelr energles to patrol work. The
men, he sald, would be happler, If
they were allowed to help in the
harvest flelds.

8ir Robert Borden sald that Mr.
Knowles 4did not have a proper ap-
preciation of the situation which had
existed and which had made the
change desirable. He intimated that
representations had been made to

im of a sufficiently grave character

warrant the most careful prepar-
sations deing made for the preserva-
tion of law and order. It was not
thought possible when the change
was made that the United States
would come into the war during
Apri] of this year. The Prime Min-
ister was dlsposed to agree with Mr.
Knowles L.:at.conditions have chang-
ed. He promised to send the obser-
vations made by the member for
Moose Jaw to Commissioner Perry
and to ask him for a report.

Stll Big Need for Force.

Mr. R. B. Bennett, of Calgary, was
not disposed to think that many of
the police are idlee When trouble
was feared, he said, patrols were or-
ganised with special regard to the
border situation, and the location of
the foreign born elements in the pro-
vinces. That there was still' a need
for the force, he sald, was quite ap-
parent. In more than half a doszen
cases recently barns and crops have
been destroyed, presumably by the
“enemy within our gatea.” The force,
he went on to say, has charge of a
territory 1,000 miles In length, and
in Alberta its jurisdiction 'extends
to a point over 300 miles north of
Edmonton.

Mr. Bennett went on to say that
some persons were 4is to say
that the new vin foroes had
been organised for political pur-
poses. The chief purpose of their
ereation, however, was to relieve the
Mounted Police of ordinary police
duty, more particularly in connec-
tion with the enforcement of the
new temperance legislation. He
sald he had always hoped that the
provinces would ultimately absorb
the force, and maintain on the pral-
rie the scarlet uniform which had so
muoch impressed the newcomers into
the country. _

"Mr, Knowles disclaimed any In.
tention of disapproving of what had
been done, but he thought the time
had now artived when some of the
lunk.could be - relieved for other
wor

~ fSays Change a Poor One.
Hon. Frank Oliver sald there were
“ two sides to the question, one sentl-




mental and the other praétical, Prob-
ably the sentimental side was the
most important. The police force
had been identified with law and
order in the western country since
1874. They wére an Iinstitution on
which the people could rely, and the
people of the West have felt hurt
over the setting aside of this force.
He thought the time had come when
a portion of the force could be asked
to do more useful work. The pro-
vinclal governments, he sald, did not
want the new arrangement. The
proposal of the - Dominion Govern-
ment.came as a shock to them, and
compelled them to enlist the ser-
vices of other able-bodied men to
carry on the ordinary police work.
The change Wwas a poor one from
both a business and practical stand-
point. The liquor laws in the West
had never been so well enforced as
in the old days of unorganized terri-
tories, whem the drastic federal
liquor faws were enforced by .}:0
police without in any way doing
damage to their prestige.

Sir Robert Borden, in reply, sald
that if the Government ‘had not taken
action to prevent disorder, and any-
thing had occurred, no member of
the House would have condemned
the Government more freely than the
member for Edmonton. He had, he
sald, submitted the plan to the
Leader of the Opposition, who for
more than 15 years had been in
charge of the Northwest Mounted
Police. 8ir Wilfrid Laurier had con-
curred entirely, and Mr. Oliver was
condemning not only himself, . but
his own leader. The Government, he
sald, had recelved formal notice from
at least one province of its desire
to discontinue the arrangement then
existing, ;moumc on this Gov-
::'nmut had re dered the mat-
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