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ar-time Election Act is So
Regarded by Liberals on
Reading It

.

ECIDEDLY DRASTIC BILL'

(Staff Corvespondence of The Globe.)
Ottawa, Sept. 6.—The war-time
lections act, introduced in the Com-
ons this afternoon, llves up to its
dvance notices as being a decidedly
astic measure, ostensibly designed,
its sponsor, Hon. Arthur Melghen,
ut it, to make “obligation to war ser-
{ce the basis of war franchise,’” and
eally designed, as members of the
pposition say, to load the dlce for
he coming elections,
‘'oman Suffrage Promise Broken,

The promise that Bir Robert Borden
ave early in the session that before
arllament ended the Government
ould provide for a general measure
f female suffrage {s not kept. In-
tead, the franchise is given only to
widows, mothers, sisters

nadian or British naval force. No

other women, no jatter what their
ar service or sacrifice may have

been, are given the right to vote.

ping Disfranch

All _citizens of Canada who are of
lien enemy birth, unless they have
been naturalized befors the last fifteen
pvears, and the Poles and other imml-
grants Yrom European countries
whose mother-tongue is that ot one
of the enemy natlons, are struck from
the llsts. There 1s no proviston for
allowing these men, althongh man)
thousands of them are now good citi-
gens of Canada, contributing to the
Patriotic Fund, law-abiding and pro-
ally, to retain the rights they have
enjoyed hitherto In the matter of
franchise. An exception, however, i
ynade in the cases of the grandfather:
and fathers of alien 'enemy origin whc
have sons at the front. In such case,
the fathers and grandfathers are nol
distranchised,

Serions Matter of Lists.

Apart from the general issue at
stake as to the national wisdom of
partial enfranchisement and partial
diafranchisement of particular classes
of the people, perhaps the most serious
aspect’of the new bill Is in regard to
the creation of a new machinery for
preparing new Dominion lists without
the safeguard of judiclal Court of
Revision, and relying almost solely
pn the honesty and fairness of the
special -enumerators to be appointed
under the sole control of the Admin-
§stration in power.

Where Real Joker Ldes.

The real “joker” in the bill geems
to lle in the provisions giving these
snumerators power to adg to the lists
on polling day the name of any voter
who swears that his name had been

exercise the franchise. The nearer
we approach the reality that a gen-
eral election is inevitable, the more
regrettable the necessity for such an

Unjust to Country’s DefendCrs.

“We have passed a military voters'
bill, which to the best of our power
places the franchise within the reach
of our flighting men, but no effort of
this Parlinment can do the impos-
sible and enable all, or nearly ali, of
these fighting men to vote, It may
indeed transpire that a relatively
large proportion are in effect, though
not by statute, disfranchised. An
electlon therefore in war tme, and
particularly at this stage of the war,
is an injustice, and a great injustice,
to the overscas soldlers of Canada;
and of all classes to whom a country
should never be unjust, the first is
that country’'s defenders.

“But this is not all. The entire
persomal force and intluence of these
300,000 men is stripped from them
for the purpose of this contest. They
are the foremost of our sons, the very
bone, minew and virility of Canada.
Those at home who should be at
home, and those at home who should
be overseas, are in the full enjoymei
not only of their ballot, but of the
exertion of all their facuities in what-
ever direction they desire to exert
them in this contest; but a penalty
falls on those who have been true
enough and brave enough to fight our
battles, in that they are deprived in
part of the ballnt and wholly of their
electoral influence.

Voices of 306,000 Are Still,

“Nor can we forget that some 30,-
000 have already fallen in the strug-
gle. Their voices are still, while the
voices of those who remained behind
can be heard, and will be heard. Some
thousands more are prisoners ot war,
and are suffering hardships unspeak-
able, for the sake of those at home.
These men can have no voice, but
those for whom they suffer are in the
full enjoyment of every privilege of
citizenship.

'istence of their country, then they

! selves. We find no fauit with them
- for their bhellefs. This 18 a free

wrongfully omitted from the lists and Task to Repalr Injustice.

who satisfles the enumerator that - N .

there should be no such omission. The The considerations to which 1
enumerator may then give a certifi- have referred will, I think, make it
cate and the vote be recorded in the Plain to the minds of all that it o
regular way. But if the enumerator is tontest at the polls must come, Par-
not satlsfied that the voter's name llament must address (itself to the
should be added on polling day the task of bringing about such electoral
vote may be cast, but it is placed in conditions as will repair as fully as
8 separate envelope and counted in the Parllament can repair tho Injustice
Jfinal result only in case a recount i{s that would under an ordlnary frar

granted after the initial rgsult is de- chise fall upon our soldlers overseas.
clared. Then such votes would be re- To do this i3 the primary purpose o’
viewed and allowed or disallowed in the bill which iz now introduced.
¢he regular way by the judlciary. The task has not been an easy one.

In Hands of Machine, Soldiers’ Womenfolk Enfranchised.

Meanwhile, as will readily be seen, "It is proposed that Ly & measure
the Government might be retained in of women enfranchisement added
power by the work of partisan enu- |strength shall be given to the voice of
merators who allow these to vots |the soldlers of Canada. Those of thelr
known to be In favor of the Govern- |nearest kin at home may be pre-
ment, and give only tentative votes, |sumed to be most likely to re-echo
not counted on polling day, to those [the sentiments of thelr sons, hus-
known to be against the Government. | bands and brothers overseas, and
The control of the election machinery this bill the nearest female relativ
and of the preparation of the lists i3 |of the men of our expeditionary
»placed more than ever in the hands |forces who have left the shores o
of the political machine in power. It Canada are given the right to vote
18 this aspect of the bill that will prob- ‘The wives or widows, the mothers
ably be most vigorously fought by the the daurhters, and the slsters of over-
Opposition, sens soldlers are by this bill  en-
Complications, Confusion, Ldkely. franchiged.

The whole measure is a somewhat y.~asonable Extension of Franchise.

sists of those entitled under the mill-
tary service act to be relieved on con-
scientious grounds from combatant
service, and the second class 18 con-
stituted by that portion of our for.
elgn population who have recently
come to Canada, and are of allen
enemy birth or near extraction.

Conscientious Objectors.

“*As to the conscientious objectors,
it is not considered right that those
who refuse on conscientious grounds
to bear arms should be enabled in the
midst of a war either to compel
others to fight for them or to deny
to those who do battle the right to
reinforcements. If it is their belief
that a natlon should not defend f{t-
self by arms, and if on that bellef
they refuse to fight fgr the ex-

should not bs in a position to exer-
cise control over their country while
it is ip arms and while it has to tight
to live. This, I believe, will be the
view shared in the main by them-

country and they have been welcom-
ed to our shores, but they will, I am
sure, deem it not unfajr that those
who are llable to do battle and to all
the sacrifices of the war should consti-
tute the democracy which controls
the destiny of the country in the time
of war.

Encmy Allens.

*“As to the second class, those born
in enemy countrics and who have
In recent years become naturalized
in Canada, and those who, though
born in European countries not geo-
graphically within the enemles' do-
main, are nevertheless of German,
Austrlan, or Turkish blood, kin and
language, 1t has, from the commence-
ment of hostllities, been found unde-
sirable to enlist them for combatant
service. I am free to admit, and
Indeed proud to say, that in the malin,
having regurd to peaceful pursuits
within this country, this portion of
our population has, all things consid-
ered, conducted Iitself satisfactorily.
Many of them, however, have sonsor
brothers, their very nearest of kin,
fightlng against us on the sofl of Eu-
rope. It would seem unnatural,
even were it desirable, to ecompel
these men to do battle against their
kin and against the country from
which they can scarcely wholly as
yet be divorced in sympathy.

British and Australian Examplea.

“Great Britain has recognized this
principle since the outhrc® of the
war, and with very few exceptions
has declined to admit to her army
men of allen/enemy birth or near ex-
traction. The Commonwealth of
Australla, In legislating for a general
elections held there some months ago,
refused to admit to the franchise all
of itg cltizens of alien enemy birth,
no matter how long they had been in
the country.

lengthy one of fourteen printed #It will be remembered that eariler
pages, with a score or more of cluuses In the session the Prime Minister in-
to be read as amendments to epecific timated to Parllament that, in his
clauses of the Dominlon election act, judgment, it would be proper to extend
The Becretary of State outlined the the franchise to the women of Canada,
main provisions this afternoon, but subject to such conditions and limita-
there was no opportunity given untll tions as Parliament might provide and
late to-night for any detailed study that whatever extension of the fran-
©f the bill, as it was not available In chise was made to one I’rovince should
printed form until then. The cursory be made to all. Under the abnormai
survey of It makes it very evident that circumstances precipitated by the pre-
the new and untried machinery it gent war, the measure of women suf-
liable to cause many complications frage which I have just outlined Is
ahd great confusion just on the eve deemed fitting and does indeed con-
of an election, especlally in view of gtitute, in my judgment, a Teasonably
the fact that the enumerators’ lists general extension of the franchlse to
are not required to be posted untti women. It will be obvious to all that,
four days before the actual polling having regard to the fact that as all
and that complicated provisions are female immigrants to this country
emade for adding more names on poll. from Europe or from elsewhere have
ing day. become naturalized by marriage or by
Polls w Open b aun. the naturalization of ah nar?nt. and

without entailing upon themselves any
One new feature which may be apet&al oath or tﬁ)ligation, an unlimited

noted is that the polls are to open at
6 o'clock Instead of 9 o'clock in the
morning at all polls except those in
the cities of Toronto, Montreal, Hal{-
fax, St. John, Quebec, Ottawa, Cal-
gary, Vancouver and Victoria,

admission of women to the franchise
at this time would be unfair and un-

reasonable. A line of limitatlon must,’

therefore, be found. The principal
reason for adopting the line laid down
by this bill i3 that it is the only means

To Rush Mecasure Through House. of extending to the soldlers living,

. : . | dead or in chains an adequate volce in
Present indications are that the' the decislon of a'great electoral con-
Government intends to rush the meas- test fraught with consequences pecull-
ure through the Commons and on to arly vital to.themselves.

. the Senate as early as possihle. It
1s practically certain that closure will | War Service Basis of Wider Franchise
be invoked to achieve the desired wyt.
end, in the hope of preventing any “War service should be the.basls of
possibility of a holdup fn the Senate, | V2T franchise, It has been our pur-
where the closure rule is not in force, |POS? to make this, as far as possible,
untll October 7th, when Parliament |th¢ central principle of the bill now
expires. (llntrodutt:ed. Iittls t’:uﬁ th%ttzar se:lvt;ce
oes not consist whotly o a sacrifice
Valid Only in War Time. of the husband or the brother for the
Hon. Arthur Meighen, in _ | purposes of the battiefield, but such
ing the war time Eﬁectlons ;’éso&g“;g: sacrifice is the greatest of all, and I
“The bill which I now present, af. believe the women of Canada generally
fects only an election in time of war will consider it not unfalr that such
or during mobilization, and goes out |52Crifice should have special recogni-
of existence entirely when such period |t.0% When the war is over a wider
18 over. franchise may well be given the women
““The necessity of a war time elec- | °f Canada, and it is my earnest hope
tions act arises solely from the fact |2Nd Dellef that the step now taken
t{zlaz there 18 a war time election, and | ™2¥ lead to such resuit.
the purpose of the bill now intro-
duced i3 solely to meet the extraordi- Two Classes Barred Out.
nary conditions encountered in the “So far as legislation can attain the
necessity of deciding at such a time, [¢nd, the obligation to war service and
+by an electoral contest, so vital an |the right to war franchise should go
issue a8 now confronts the Canadian |hand In hand. On this principle,
people. tv;{ll'Aitc}tlhunderl}l‘es this act, It {8 proposed
e a ose who, for reasons speclat to
Necessity of Election Regrettable. themeelves, are unavailable pfor the
“We find ourselves compelled to |highest of war wservice, should not,
submit what is really the destiny of |While exempted from such war ser-
our country to the arbitrament of |Vice, be in the position to exercise a
the ballot at a time when tho best |measure of control over thoss who
part of our manhood is struggling in | bear the burden. We have in Canada,
the throes of a death combat over- |broadly speaKing, two classes so ex-
seas. Upwards of 300,000 of the sors |empt. The one class is now exompt
»0f Canada are absent from our shores, | by law, and the other has been in
“~ and of those 300,000 it 1is a ,len‘ect exempt, and {8 by this act made

moral certainty that a large per- |exempt by law.
gentage will not be physically able tq, *The (first class referred to cone-
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before the matter was detinitely de-
cided.

Sir Thomas White, Minister of
Finance, gave denial to a statement
emanating from Toronto to the effect
that it had been decided (o inerease
milltary pensions by sixty per cent.
This announcement, he said, way with-
out authority, the Government not
having arrived at any deviston ag 10
the increase in pensions to be granted.

Conservatives Gloat Over it.

Conservatives frankly and enthusi-
astically proclaimed thoobill as o
purely party measure, “Good-bye,
Grits,” they chanted in the corridors,
“wo've got you now."” They gloried
in the fact that the LT “had good
pharp teeth,” and the praises of Hon,
Robert Rogers were sung loud and,
long. The teusure {9 openly crediteq
to the Honorable “Bob.” and it iy,
claimed that the price Premier Bor-:
den paid for countinued life in leader-
| ship at the recent ciucus was the
abandonment of his previously ex-
pressed abhorrence  for a4 drastie
franchise act and an acceptance of
that part of the Rogers program.
Sir Robert Did Not Appear.

Hon. Arthur Meighen, the new Sec-
retary of State, who Introduced the
bill, which stood in the name of the
Premier, sald he did so owing to the
regrettable illness of Sir Robert Bor-
den. The ¥Vremier was confined to
hig home yesterday and w-day, and
the rumor persists that he did not
‘en!huee over the task of standing
sponsor for the measure hls erstwhlle
colleague had forced upon the Gov-
ernment.

The Bill's Leading Points.

The outstanding features of the
bill itself, as submitted to the House
by Mr. Meighen, are the disfranchise.
ment. in all I’rovinces where women
now have votes, of all women who are
not wives, widows, mothers, sisters
or daughters of men who served in the
overseas Canadian forces; the enfran-
chisement in all  Provinces  where
they have not votes of all women who
are wives, widows, mothers, sisters or
daughters of men who served in the
oversens forces; the disfranchisement
of all Canadian citizens of alien en-
emy birth or blood who have been
naturalized sinco March 31, 1902, a
period of fifteen yours and the dis-
franchisement of all exempted from
the operation of the military service
act by reason of conscientious objec-
tion and of uli who may be con-
vieted of offences under the military
service act.

Io the case of the women voters,

-

R S —

Cand Syrlany - out of sympathy with

| (hought more reasonable opportunity

the statutory law for male voters as
to age, race and residence operales,
From the vperation of the allen en-
emy  disfranchisement  Armenlans

Purkey are exempted,

New machinery 9 provided for the
preparation of the voterd' llsts,  For
Ontarfo the exlsting lsty stand, except
for tho amendments provided,

To Do Takea Up Friday.

Parliament will proceed with the
consideration of the measure to-mor-
row, despito the protest of the Oppost-
ton. 'The bl Mr. Meighen an-
nounced, would be printed to-motrow
morning and be ready for the after-
noon stting,  Sir Wirld Laurler

shottld be given the members to study
{he measure, which was one of great
mportance and possibly far-reaching
consequenices, It was not fair treats

hands of members just before the
stting and require them to proceed

ment to pliee the measure dn the u ec e

with {nformed and Intelligent consids Uu c 0

cration of 1t In view of the fact that
the Congervative membery were Te-
ported to have had two caucuses upon

the measure, Liberals clalm oppor- waAq mH

tunity should bo given them to discuss
it befors ity consideration In the

House, nﬂy ﬂn

Relylng to Sl Wilfrid Laurler's re-
quest not to proceed peremptordly

with the consideration of the measure “'0

to-morrow, Mr. Meighen stated it was‘
lnte in the session und It way better,

to proceed at once.

W am sorry the bill Das been m

hrought down so late, but the fault

Is not ours” replied Sir Wilteid, Tt N‘

rives very little time for tho consld-
eration 1t desorves.”

k]
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“Furthermore, the bill specifically
states that wherever there is disfran-
chisement for this war c¢lection thero
xoes with it exemption from comba-
tant service. Under the military ser-

o @sct ne man will be forced to
figrht who iy not under this act al-
lowed to vote.

*Included nmong those of enemy
birth naturalized within the laust fif-
teen years, are thoso who., thousgh
born in  other Juropean <ountries,
speak as their mother-tongue the
lunguaxge of an alien enemy. These
may fairly be presumed to be of near
enemy extraction. and not essentially
different from those of enemy birth.
To them also is granted exemption
from combntant service under the
compulsion law. Wherever the privi-
lega of voting is withheld the exempD-

and extends also to their sons who
are under age.

Requests From People Themsclves,

‘I may add that as to both these
cases there have come from some of
the people themselves, requests that
this step bo tauken. Platnly it is not
fair elther to these men themselvoes
that they should be called upon to
vote upon an issue which means the
sending or withbolding ot troobps
who will go to do battle against their
kin, and on the other hand it cer-
tainly is not fair to the rest of our
people, on whose shouldera and on
whose hearts 15 the burden of the War.
that its conduct and its vigor should
Le even in part determined by those
who cannot participate and  whose
sympathies and predisposition of ne-
censity cannot be as those of the rest
of Canada.

Frovincinl Quu in G al.

““Beyond the two features I have
mentioned, namely, the addition of

on. = By tht
Provincial lists are still adopted
wherever they exist, and B0 far asa 1t
is possible to ndopt them. In tho four
Western fProvinces where tho FPro-
vincial lists gontain the names of alf
women as well as men they cannot,
of course, be adopted, and provision
is made rfor the proparation of o
lists in theso four Provinces in. like
manner to the method obtaining for




