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CONSCRIPTION LIBERMLS VOICE |
" EARNEST PROTEST AGAINST |

BORDEN FRANCHISE BILL:
Government, They Contend, Has Repudiated%

Their Independence, and Treated Pledged

Word of Canada as Scrap of Paper

(Staft Correspondenco of The Globe.) i

‘orTAW A, Sept. 10.—"*Upon this bill I fecl more deeply than T

can express. Ninee war has waged I have repeatedly appealed 1o my
- Western constituents of alion origin. I have wrged service. I hav
- pleaded for palriotic causes. There has been generous response. [
“have told them again and again—told them with Canadian pride—
that Canada and the Empire were fighting for freedom, for l;brrh/.

' for justice. and, highest of all, for national honor and the p!cdged
word.

| “I cannot go to them now. [ publish a newspaper in the West.
' Through my paper and with all my endeavors I have tried to serve
these great ends. My ambition has been to create a national sentiment.
I broke with my party and voted for conscription. I had confidence
that the position I took was right, and that I could eppeal with assur-
ance upon that issue to those whom I represent, and for such a noble
cause.

“I cannot do that now. This Government has repudiated the
pledged word of Canada. It has brushed it aside as a scrap of paper.
It has repudiated the independence of conscription Liberalism. Those
of us who left our party because we believed it our duty to support the
Government in a war measure for the national advantage, find now
that this Government is not so concerned in war measures for national
advantage as it is in eleclion measures for party advantage.”’

Conscriptionist Liberals’ Protest. ment wnscdr'fonted on a stralght party
! . cocaivn chort | YO of 46 to 34,

In one of the |nh.~t‘ impressive short Mesrs. Guthrie, Turriff, Clark (Red
speeches heard during the  present Deery and Champagne, the members
momentous session of Canada’s Par-fof the Opposition who had previous-
liament, Mr. W. A. Buchanun, con-| ly voted with the Government, were
seriptionist Liberal member for Medi- all absent.
cine Hat, Alberta, thly afterncon thus| Dr. Pugsley's Amendment.
volced hisg carnest opposition to the
“war-time elections act,” sponsored by | Hon. Dr': Pugsley then moved an
Premicr Borden and drafted hy Hop |4mendment protesting against the dis-
Arthur Meighen on the mandate of | franchisement of loyal citizens, and
1lon. 1tobt. Rogers. calling for the enfranchisement of ull

Mr. Buchanan's impressive protest| Canadian women who are British sub-
gave the Premier, who was hack in | JECts.

the House, and his colleagues an un-) pebato Under Closure Rule.

comfortable f{iftcen minutes, I'or
days past the Conservative press has The debate was carried on to-day
been eulogizing hls position, both ;- | under the closure rule. Immediate.\

Parliament and at the Winnipeg con-| upon the assembling of the House,
vention, with relation to conscription, { Premier Borden moved that the
and repeatedly has mentioned the| House revert at once to the consider-
young Westerner as a ‘‘union Cabinet” ation of the franchise bhill. “It s a

pessibility. most important measure,” observed
Mr. Buchanan's protest was voiced| SIr Wilfrid Laurier, “and we on this

with equal earnestness and force | side have no objection.”

Messrs, George K. MceCraney (Saska- Sir George Foster then moved the

toon), Dr. David B, Neecly (Hun | closure. Upon this resolution the

House divided, the proposal being

ameys Dooglag (Strathcons
ol e g carried on a vote of forty-eight to

other Western conscription  Lib-
2?;3« who spoke against the Govern- thlrty-lh?eg‘, Messrs. Hugh Guthrie
| ment’'s drastic franchlse act. ° and J. G. Jurriff supporting the Gov-
Douglas quoted from The Globe the ernment. There were no demonstra-
historic appeal of the South African | tions and no scenes, and the .
statesman-soldier, General 8muts, and | at once proceeded to dehate the hill
| urged the Government to give heed to under the twenty-minute closure rule,
| higher considerations than mere party | Loerd Northeliffe, Colonel Henderson
politics and the winning of selections | and a party from Government F{ouse
at this momentons time in Canadlan || occupted seats upon the floor of the

| and Imperial history. House.
! Laurier Amendment Lost, 46 to 34, Clerk DIidn’t, Know Mr. Bristol.
5 Parlinmnent vote on the Laurier| An amusing incident happened dur-

S amendment of the Government’s wav- | {ng the recording of the vote. Mr.
Jtime elections act at 1.15 o’clock this | Edmund Bristol (Centre Toronto)
| (‘Tuesday) morning. The Liberals did ) was present for the second time In
| notattempt to alik out”™ the closure |

rule tiil 2 o'clock. The Laurier amend- (Continued on Page 8, Cnl. 1.)
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CONSCRIPTION LIBERALS VOICE A PROTEST

(Continued from Page 1, Col. 4.)

ome sessions, The‘ Deputy Clerk,
alling off the vote, did not know the
tranger, and called him *“Mr. Mun-
jon.” Hon. Robert Rogers, however,
emembered the face of Centre To-
'onto’s absent representative, and set
he official right.

Mr. Meighen Canada’s Kruger.

Following a telling speech by MMr.
. H., Sinclair (Guysborough), In
which he pointed out that “what the
Paul Xruger of the Transvaal
sought to do in South Africa in 1899
the Paul Kruger of Manitoba was
doing in Canada in 1917,” Sir Wilfrid
Laurier rose to present his amend-
ment, sotting forth that *‘the abridge-
ment by this Parliament of the elec-
toral franchise now enjoyed In any
Province of the Dominion by any
class of his Majesty's subjects would
be contrary to the peace, order and
good government of Canada.”

Prussian Mcasur€, Says Sir Wilfrid.

The Liberal leader was in earnest
and spoke with much feeling and elo-
quence. He alluded to the record of
Fritain herself, to the causes which
brought about the South African war,
to the position taken by President
Wilson and the United States. “This
measure,” Sir Wilfrid exclaimed,
“cannot be accepted by a free British
Parliament. We must be advancing,
not retrograding. This is not a Lib-

measure; it is not a Canadian
measure; it is not a British meusure;
it is a Prussian measure.”

Pleads, Hoping Not Too Late.

Sir Wilfrid expressed the hope that
it was not yet too late to usk the
Government to pause and reflect be-
fore taking a step which must have,
serious consequences. “I have been,
supporting the Government on the,
war up to the present sesslon,” he
concluded. “I am sorry that the oc-.
casion arose durifg this session when,
Y had to discontinue my support of’
the Government on a measure of:
great importance. I am sorry that 10
shave again to dissent from the Gov--
ernment upon this measure. But 1{
bellsve—and we shall all be judgecl
mome day by our actions here—thalil
in this instance the Government 113
taking a step which will cause seri -
ous injury to the country. 1t is ac--
tuated by thee~ ~~~‘iments thqt}_&)re--
,Bent my resoraviun!’ a1 |

Premier Blames Opposition Xeader.

Sir Robert Borden in repi, .. e
franchise bill was designod “Ior u
war-time election which he (Siv Wwil-

frid Laurler) has forced upon this
country.” (Cries of “Shame!"” and
«<You know better.”) Ho malntained
that the standard for the franchlse
should be service and sacrifice, and
halle d Sir
fentio:g:hat he was depriving the
women of the five Provinces of On-
tario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alber-
ita, and British Columbia of the right
of franchise. This right, the l’ren,\ler
argued, was not granted by the Pro-
vinclal legislation.

Women Have Won Franchise.

Hon. George F. Graham, dealing
gubsequently with the Premler’'s con-
tention, charged that the Government
was deliberately distranchising thou-
sands of patriotic women who had no
relatives to go to the tront, but who
had sacrificed themselves in season
and out for the great cause ‘tor wh'lch

s the soldlers were tighting. “If sery lc;
and sacrifice are to be the s}axxdu
of franchisse,” declared Mr. Graham,
“thess women have won i

Sir Robert Moves Orders of Dajy.

Str Robert Borden, who has been
indisposed for several days, was in his
place when the House met this after-
noon. Lord Northcliffe and Lord
Richard Neville occupled seats on the
floor of the House to the right of the

ker,
Spﬂeﬁ. Robert Borden at once moved
~that the orders of the day be now

read.” Tha purpose of this motion
was to pass over the hour for private
billa.

8ir Wiltrid Laurier fnquired as to
the reasons for this motion.

«Because we desire to proceed with
Order Number Two” (the war-time
elections act), the Premler replied.

*“That is an important order, und we

do not object,” said the Opposition |

leader. ,
Sir Geo. Foster then moved “that

the debate on the second reading of
this bill shall not be further adjourn=-
ed.”

Closure Carried by 25.

The Opposition challenged the mo-

tion, and a division followed. _er
Robert Borden and Sir wilfrid Laurier
were both cheered when they voted.
The closure motion was adopted on a
division of 48 to 23, a Government
majority of 26. Mr. Hugh Guthrie
voted with the Government.
-4 Mr. Turriff, after the vote, sald:
«Mr, Speaker, I was not paired. I in-
tended to vote for the motlon, but 1
was not Dpaying any attention.”
(Laughter.)

J. H. Sinclair of Guysghorough, who
continued the debate, sald that the
bill would improve his own chances
of re-election. The giving of the votey
to the relatives of soldiers would in-
crease his majority. There were no
votes of alien|/enemy birth in his con-
atituency. Besides, the bili would not
appeal to fair-minded penple. Mr,
Sinclair suggested that the Solicitor-
General should change the title of the
bill to ‘‘the war-times Trussian junker
act.” The purpose of the bill was to
establish a military autocracy. “Wae
on this slde,” added Mr. Sinclair,
«favor democracy.”

vViolates Premier’'s Promise.

He said that the bill will disiran«
chise one million women, and thiyg
despite the fact that the Prime Minis--
ter had submitted a resolution to give
the vote to women. That was suppos--
ed to be the policy of the Government,
and this bili was a direct violation off
the promise made by Parliament. The
Government, Mr. Sinclair said, had
scoured the world to secure votes, but
was denying the privilege to women.
The only explanation of the action of
the Government was that it fears the
votes of the women of Canada.

Mr, Sinclair approved of the exten-
sion of the franchise to the relatives
ot soldiers, but described the di
franchisement of the alien born asg “a
victous provision.” The bill, he saidl,
would “brand these people as out-
lJaws and perjured traltors.”

Referring to the South African
war, Mr. Sinclair raised a luugh by
referring to Hon. Arthur Meighen as
“the Paul Kruger of Portage La
Prafrie.”

In closing Mr. Sinclair said the
Government was afraid to face the
electorate In a fair fight.

Denies Distranchising Million Women.

Dr. Edwards of Frontenac disputed
the statement that the bill would
disfranchise one million women in
Canada.

The right to vote could not . he
taken away from the women, he said,
because they do not possess the vote.

A Siam at Tiberals.

Replying to Mr. Sinclair's remarks
ubout ‘the South African war, Dr.
_Edwards sald that the ldberal Gow-
‘eroment of that day stood still until

fn

?

‘wilfrid Yaurler's con-|

MAYOR J. G. KERR
Of Chatham, nominated by _the “Win-the-
war” party in Kent.

they were forced to act. The policy
of the Opposition to-day Is to stand
still. Had the Liberals been In
power, very few soldiers would have
been sent overseas, Dr. Edwards as-
serted.

Dr. Edwards said that the time was
not ripe for woman suffrage in On-
tario. No one would claim that even
the women who have devoted thelr
time to war work have as much right
to vote as the relatives of soldlers
overseas.

These women, he said, should
have the right to see that they are
not put to shame by a Government
supported by the disloyal elements
of the country.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, who followed,
first reviewed conditions which have
existed in Canada in regard to the
franchise, explaining that up to 1885
the franchise was on the basls of the
Provincial list. Then a Federal act
was passed, which remalned {n force

‘until 1897, when it was again decided

to adopt the Provinclal lista. Every-
one, he said, would agree that the
Provinclal lists have given the great-
e§t amount of satisfaction. In the
United States, he said, the principle
of State franchise prevalled.

Important Modifications,

Thoe bill now under discussion.
while adopting the principle of the
Provincial franchise, modified 1t in
some 1mportant particulars. In the
four Western Provinces, for instance,
the Trovineial franchise makes
distinction between class aund class,
but this bill provides that one im-
portant branch of the
shall be denled the right to vote.

.\Ir_. Meighen rose to assert that the
Provincial lists make some distine-
tons.

Not so far as British aubjects are
concerned, Sir Wilfrid replied.

AMr. Meizhen observed that in Brit-
ish Columbia, Chinese and Japaneso
are not permitted to vote.

Sir Wilfrid described
ment as “very specious.’”

Bill Denies Rights.

1Is declared that the object of the

h‘lll i# to deny certain naturalized
Canadians rights freely granted to
them by the Provinces. There was

this argu-

no reason to beliove, he said, why
men of German and Austrian birth

cannot give an unblased judgment on
the questions of the day. He was
not prepared to admit that & man
who comes from Buropo to establlsh
a h'ox}m in Canada would prove to he
a traitor to the land of his adoptlon,
T‘heso men In most cases had  left
Europe to get awiy from (Goveri-
ments whilich would not cespect thelr
plh:dges. They came to a land the
Government of which they belleved
would respect all pledges given.

United States Does Not Act So.

Sir Wilfrid went on  to state that
u:llhough there are in  the United
States 100 citizeny of German birth

a8 compared with one in €anada, the
Government of that country does
not propose to take for them this hu-
miliating step. It ig reserved tor
the Parlament of Canadi® to deny to
them all they hold sacred, to say to
them lhutl the honor of the British
Crown which made certain promises
to them would not be respected.

Not British Ialr Play.

The Government, sald Sir Wilfrid
had given to theso alien encmieg z;.
pledge which to-day Parllament was
asked to repudiate, This was not the
spirit of Britlsh fair play. Wheo are
to be disfranchised? he asked. A few
Germans, but those from Austria are
not of German origin; they are mostly
of Slav origin  and thoroughly in
sympathy with the aims of the allies
in thig war.

"

Women in 5 Provinees Disfranchised.

But this was not all, he continued.
The Government coolly proposed by
this measure to take away the fran-
chise from the women of five Cana-
dian  Provinces-—Ontario, Manitoba
Saskatchewan, Alberta  and I'-rmsh'
Columbia, These women according to
law had now the right to vote in Do-
minion elections.  ‘This point, said Sir
Wilfrid,
in his opinion women who had been
given the right to vote in Provincial
elections had also the right to vote in
Dominion elections.

P

Other Women Than Soldlers’ Relatives

The Government proposed to en-
franchise the female relations of sol-
diers at the front. Ile thoroughly ap-
proved of this. These women had
made supreme sacrifices, but other
women who had not the privilege and
pleasure of being represented at the
front had worked day and night, had
done everything short of actually go-
ing to the trenches—should they not
aiso be given the right to vote?

The measure, said Sir Wilfrid, was
one which could not be accepted by @
free Parliament. It was not a good
neasure; it was a retrograde and
German measure,

Effect of Forsaking Pledges.

“Do you belleve,” said the leader of
the Opposition, “that after the war is
over, when we send our inmunigration
agents to Furope to ask for innni-
grants, they will get them if we
pass thig legislation? Do you believe
that immigrants will be disposed to
come to a country where we forsook
our pledges? No, they will go to the
United States, where they are assured
of their rights as cltizens.”

No Disfranchising in Unlted States.

Sir Wilfrid said that the TUnited
States had made more progress fol
war in six months than Canada hac
in three years, yet no one thought o1
disfranchising any citizens, althougl
the country was overrun with spies,

Sir Wilfrid closed by moving an ad
jomrnmens, declaring  that the bil
should not he read @ second time, he

ciause it constitutes an infringemen
of Provincial franchises, and §s8 'con

no

community

w5, he knew, digputed, but |

ti;ary to the peace, order and good
g overnment of Canada.”

8 ir Robert Takes Issue.,

Sir Robert Borden, who followed,
took issue with Sir Wilfrid's statement
tihat the United States had done morei
fin 8lx months than Canada has in
tihree years. Had she done ns well !
.a8 Canada had done at the beginning:
of the war she would have five hun-!
dired thousand men ready for the
trenches. The leader of the Opposi-
t fon would not propose to place Cana-
¢lian citizens of alien enemy birth In
t he firing line. It would be unnatural
a.nd cruel to do so. If disposed to take
t.hat course the military authorities
svould object. He did not for a mo-
,1ment challenge the loyalty of theso
: |men, but no one could doubt but that
It:hey have some sympathies for rela-
{1iives oversecas. It citizens of alien
| <2nemy birth cannot be called upon to
{(Aght, they should not be given the
itight to exercise the franchise. Sir
‘Robert said he had seen letters which

of these men would be glad to he,
_wdropped from the voters’ lists at the
‘ present time,

As to Women’s Franchise.
'

i He denled that the bill before the
House would deprive women of their
| votes, although it would extend the
vote to the relatives of soldlers.
“We are coming,” he said, *“‘to tne
point where women must have the

were certain considerautions
must tirst come under review. Clti-
zenship of married women, he said, Is
dependent upon the citizenship of
husbands. Therefore, an alien wo-
man who marries a British subject
becomes a British subject. The wo-
men of this country, he said, are fully
allve to this consideration, more par-
ticularly as a British-born woman
who marrles an alien loses her citi-
zenship. Therefore the naturalization
laws must be amended before the
franchise can be extended to all wo-

.imade him believe that a large number,

same right to vote as men, but there !
which *

men. This could not be done this
- sessfon. Sir Robert said no one
would deny the right of female rela-
tives of soldiers to vote. Tho prin-
ciple adopted by the bill, as explain-
ed, wag ‘“service and sacrifice.” The
women relatives of those who have
died and who will die, and of the
il thousands who are prisoners of war in

Germany, should above all have the

country.
followed Sir Robert.

members of the Opposition seemed to
be laboring under the impression that

It was not. In fact, he declared, it
was the widest enfranchisement mea-
sure ever passed by a British
liament since the Reform bill, when
population was considered. The Gov-
ernment’s only motive in introducing
1t was to safeguard the franchise at o
time of danger. He failed to sce why
the Western conscriptionist Liberals
should be dissatisfied with the bill. 1t
applied to them in identically tho
same way as it did to Conservatives,

¥air and Proper, Ho Claims.

With reference to the e
mont of female relutives of soldiers
at the front, Mr. Meighen said th_o
Government had done what was fair
'and proper under present conditions.
| The service of women whose relatives
had not gone to the front conld not
be classed with the sacrifice of those
who had sent hushands or hrothers.
Ilow could the Ciovernment, asked
Mr. Meighen, enfranchise all  those
~smen who had done some service?

wWomen
The line had to be drawn somewhere.

Never Saw That Pledge.

Mr. Melghen sald  Opposition
members seemned to think that Canada
had pledged herself to give the vote
to immigrants coming from urope to
this country, and that pledge implied
that it should not be taken from them
under any clrcumstances. He sald
he had never seen this pledge.

Mr. W. E. Knowles—Docs not thn
naturalization law include this pledge?

An Abnormal Mcasure.

AIr. Meighen replied that in his
opinion it did not. He admitted that
this was an abnormal meusure, but It
was suited to abnormal times. ‘The
Opposition members argued that theso
aliens had never made trouble, but in
his opinion it could not be argued thiat
they were in sympathy with Canada’™
aims in the war. The franchise of
peace time was & franchise of peace
service. The franchise of war times
should be that oY war service. Why,
asked Mr. Meighen, if both partiey
were 80 desirous of winning the war,
was the leader of the opposition su
anxious to have those peuple vote wha
didn't want Canada to win the war?

—— e
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right to a say in the affairs of their |

|
SMr. W. A. Buchanan of Letkbr.‘dgel‘-

Not Disfranchisement, Says Mecighen. |
Tion. Arthur Melghen said that the'

this was a dlsfranchisement meusurc.‘
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