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ELECTIONACT
ISPASSED BY
THE COMMONS

Goes Through Under Closure at
Early Hour After Sharp
Debate

CHARGE OF BROKEN FAITH

(Staft Co-respondence of The (iinbe )

OTTAWA, Sept. 14.—In more
ways than one, Toryism., as ecx-
emplified by the Borden Govern.
ment, established a  record to.
night. The franchise bill, depriv.
ing at least 25,000 free citizens of
Canada of their pledged rights
under the naturalization act, and
granting votes to 500,000 women
with a radical change in the
[whole Dominion election machin.
Jery, was steam-rollered througt
the Commons under the gag rule
Jafter practically only three days
ldiseussion.  Since Confederatior
no legislation  of anything  ap
jproaching similar importance has
Jever before been rushed througl
- with so little consideration or op
Ip_ormnily for full and fair discus
181N,
;i The bill has been rushed so fas
[that  the Government  Printing
1 Bureau rould hardly keep pae
c1with its progress, and right up te
[ the last moment members of the
-| Opposition were contending tha
:leven on the third reading the hil

(Continued on Page 5, Col. 2.)
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was not vet printed without mis-
takes.

When the last revision of the
Dominion elections act was made
in 1908 the then Conservative
Opposition discussed the measure
for weeks, and even months, al-
though that revision contained
nothing like the radical changes
of the present measure.

This time there has becen less
discussion given than is usually
given under normal conditions to
relatively unimportant  Govern-
ment bills. The bill was intro-
duced for first reading on Thurs-
day, September 6, by the Secre-
tary of State, in a speech of an
lour and a half. Second reading
was moved at 10 o'clock on Sat-
urday night last, and, after three

Liberal speakers  had  spoken
briefly, notice of closure was
given.

On Monday, under the twenty-
winute rule, seventeen members
of the Opposition and gix mem-

National war Government. It wus no
longer possible for him to secure co-
operation from any but those ‘“who
no longer represent Liberalism In this
House, and who have been supporting
every autocratic measure this Gov-
ernment brings down.” The most
serlous blow the P'remier had dealt
co-operation In the West was when
he *sent Sir Clifford Sifton west to
mobilize sentiment. with portfolios in
bis pocket to promise to certain
Western Liberals.”

The Premler jumped to his feet.
“Sir Clifford Sifton.,”” he exclaimed,
“'went West on his own initlative, nor
had he any portfolios In his pocket to
promfise.”

West’s Short Faith, Long Memory.

“The country will be glad to know
'that,” retorted Dr. Neely, “but we
_know that Sir Clifford Sifton had the
‘blosslng. if he did not have the en-
i dorsation and authority, of the Pre-
mier. I want to tell the Premler that
the West has no use for Sir Clifford
Sifton. It believes he has Lletrayed
the West in 1911 and since. So far
a#s he is concerned the West s short
on falth and long on memory."”
Speaking during the night sitting
AMr. Turriff announced that, “despite
the jll-natured remarks of my honor-
able friend from Humboldt, I propose
to vote for his amendment.” During
the recent Saskatchewan elections, Mr.
Turriff proceeded, he had condemned
Colonel Currie’'s proposed franchise
bill, which was along the llnes of the

bers on  the Government side
spoke on the general prineiples.
of the measure. On Tuesday the
day was taken up in general dis-,
eussion, with the Opposition try-
ing to get information as to the
exact meaning, as far as possible,
of all the complicated elauses of,
the bill. That night notice of clo-
sure was again given, and on!
Wednesday, with the bill as pe-
printed. and with members of
the ITouse for the first time really
cognizant of its full purport, the
last opportunity for any detailed
discussion passed.

Last  night. after the 1hird
reading had been moved, and the
“debate”” had been continee] for
some three minutes. Sir Robert
Borden again gave notiee of elo-

sure.  To.day came  the final
wiclding of the club.
Closure Pat On.

Closure was instituted  when  the
House met in the afterncon, on

motinn of Premier Borden. It
adopted on divisien, the vote stund

fltv-tive  to thirtv-two, with
Huoh Guthrie  and  J. Gl
voting with the

Michael Clark w
the Chamber. T}

third reading ol
procecded  under the
schedule.
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bresent Government legislation. He
desired to prove consistent and would
support the Neely amendment.

Crles Shame, but Blames Liberals,

Mr. Willlam Welchel, Conservative
(North Waterloo), blamed the Gov-
ernment bill upon the Upposition be-
cause the latter had refused Parlia-
mentary extension. HMHe believed it to
he a shame that men who had lived
for vears in Canada should be denied
citizenship. He appealed to the Pre-
mier to do something.

A Modifying Order Announced.

Nir Robert Borden announced that
+an order in Councll had been passed
| whereby certificates of naturalization
}woulid be granted under the legisla-
ttion of 1914 to such Germans as may
i prove their character and residence
10 the satisfactinn of the Secretary of
| State, Hon. Arthur Meighen,

islr George Disowns Natlonallsts,

Qir George Foster admlitted that, in
his opinior, the “ranchise bill would
in Jhe long ran not add much to the
prespeets of the Conservative party ag
Ja party in the yvears to come, but he
justified the measure on the ground
ithat it was needed to put “a present
'punch into the win-the-war efforts.”
Sir George repudiited the Natlonal-
iste and all their works, and pleaded
that all honest men of true loyalty
<hould unite behind the Conservative
party. Inferentlally, he argued that
the men dlzfranchised heciuse of their
sympathies would vote for the

No Conservative Monopoly of Loyalty.

To this implication of disloylty on
jthe part  of Liberalism  throuxhout
(Canada Hon, Geo. . Graham took
'o,..;-lmtir exception. Mr., Graham hay
‘his only son at the front
: “L can tell the Minister of ‘drade
cand Cammerce.” Do declured, amid
(Liberal chee “that he has no right
‘to lecture us on loyaity. Where the
"heartstrings are torn we know what
jinterest in the war means. I resent
ithe implication that the Conservative
party i85 the only loyval party. We have
supported loyvally every war measure
cof this Government. The history of
Literalismn in Canadu, as in England,

~hows what genuine Joyalty means, It
W

s a4 Liberal Government under Sir
‘rid Laurier, that took the first big
Sten toway “loser  union with the

o

Maotheland by granting the Imperial

et

enee. 1t wax the Laurler Qov-

thiet, for the first the in the

of Canada, sent troops to d

nerlund {n war, and becanse of
very action some of the men who

Iped to

into power left our leader,

There

1o coneerned in this Dominion. My
pileod boils at the  slur that §3 cast
upon us in the speeches of men on

the other side of the House, who are

: . * 'now degrading Ioyalty by making it
present time. widoosnig S party ery for party purposes.’
erivne o Jud: the |
villainy.” i Do These Add a “Puanch?

Dreach of Vaith Wil Wy, As for puttingg a puneh inta the

. o 1 George Fosters coniend-
BN N AT ced was the Government's afm. My,
‘]-,I-‘.n}-":r "”‘1".' 'irahion caustically inquired if 1t was
"“I{h | toward Western ' i putting & punch into the war to spend
&'i "..,rf”q :"h",;nm",_ " 1tens of  milljons  of the country's
gervien act. oderld money n giving value to worthless

twenty-seven Liberal
supported the Gover
tion bill represented and ctoo} pon-

sors for the tane I'remier now
proposed to br. Neely
stated that the I'remier had bhroken

falth in presenting the present bill,
and demanded: “What {5 the reason
for this change of front?”

Why the Change of Front?

The resolutions of the Winnipesg
Liberal Convention condrmnning  the
Borden Government's partican ar

record of three
tion of the Turr

U atuendment 1o the
R

Winntpeg  win-theswir  declipation,
were, Dro Neely saidl put forwaped as
the exritse for the Prepiers chunga
of front, e nroposed to give the

Housse and the country some informas
tion on that matter,

How Resolution Was Adopted,

The Viberl rneabers of Farlin~
ment who belicved in and cunported
conveription hid, said Diro Neely, held
a conference in the precinets of the
Honee shortly after th Cconseription
bill was brouwht down, U odopred
a resolution which was subsegnenidy
minde the hasis ror the re-olution of
the Winunipey convention,  This reso-
Intion was given out to the press by
Mr, Hugh Guthrie (Nouth  Welling-
tony,  While the fact was uneguivo-

cally implicd there was purposely no
direet veference ta cotapnlaion or con-
seription. This wns Jon con-
sent, amd ar the cefnl suggestion of
Pr. Michuel Clurk  oFf  Hed  Deer,
“He s suid Dr. Neely,
“who, in our little caucus in the pre.
cincts of this Houe, absolutely
et and apposed to having the word
‘eompulsion’ or Ceonseription’ in the
csolution, ed  to emphas
tl fervice, It was
of agreement  reached
Liberal menmbers  of this
who voted for the military
bil! thut the word ‘compni-
R or ‘eonsery) n' was dellherateiy
lIeft out of tern re<ojution, ale
though tiey iden was implied in it

Mr. Turriff Criticized.

Ly o

the man,”

becanse
the

fn moving his aimendent at \Win-
nipeg Me Tuarrir v charged,
“deliberateiy—-1 malie-
jously, v, Speaker, Giuke  vou
would then rals me ot of order-—

broke fafth with bis colleagues in this
House aud with hix eolicagues on the
Pesolutions Comninittes ot \Winmpeg.
Hir mmendinent could not be w.ceepted,
for ihe recron that we could not sub-

not to its hmplication that we were
sin 0 win-the-war resolution

: did not nean everything it
charped  that  I'remier

Borden by his oy t conduct  had
C'negatived the s rity of every ef-
furt he had professed to muke for
\

Canadian Northern stock and tn buy-
ing the Queber & Baguenay Ratlway.

Closure Carried by 23,

The division bells rang within ten
minutes after the House met this
afternoon, the Opposition challenging
Sir Robert Borden's motion for clos-
ure on the third reading of the war-
time elections act. Tt provided ‘‘that
this debate he not further adjourn-
ed.”

The motlon was adopted on a vota
i oto 32, o Government majority
Jlugh fiuthrie of Sauth
and Mr. J. G Turrlff of

Assintbola voted with  the (overn-

ment. Dr. Michael Clark  of  Red

Deer, who has been voting with the

Goverament this session,  was  not

present when the division was taken.

Government Disteusts People,

of
or 23, Mr.
Wellington

Ernest Lapointe, Liberal member
for Kamouraska, who resumed the
debate, said he desired to quote the
;stutement of IVlsruell that o Conser-
vative Government is “wn organized
hypoerisy.” Mr. Lapointe charuacter-
izeel the Lill as a disgraceful manipu-
lution of the franchise designed to
frustrate the will of the Canadian
peaple, It constituted, he suld, an
expression  of distrust in the Cana-
dian  people, and  an  indictment
against the Government itself. The
Goevernment wanted to be judged by
a furmily jury. The bill, Mr, Lapointe
went on to suy, was designed to create
P« military caste, and it would bring
{ about & condition frauught with grave
dangers to the «country. It would
create a state of affairs which would
not be tolerated by any self-respect-
Ing people in the world. He appealed
to the Prime Minister to take steps
even now to prevent these things tak-
ing place.

Mr. Lupointe maintained that wun-

put the present Government '
s
no Grit or Tory o far as war sucerifice

ifair distinctions should not have been
:made in granting the franchise to
‘women. The alien enemy restric-
tione, he sald, were designed to penal-
1ze people who had left their native
.countries to escape oppression, and
‘'who had come to Canada in the be-
llef that it was a free land. These
people would have to carry thelr
;share of the burdend imposed upon
the country by this Government, but
they would be denied representation
An Parliament.

In closing Mr. Lapointe asserted
that the people of Canada like falr
play, and they would resent this last
desperate act of a despotic Govern-
ment.

'Worst Anti-war Moen Not Touched.

W. E. Knowles of Moose Jaw sald
that Parllament was being asked for
imiserable political reasons to break 4
‘pledge given to naturalized citizens in
ithe name of the King. These privi-
‘leges were being taken away, he sald,
for “the same reason that a robber
‘will pillage things that do not helong
‘to him, namely, his own personal
mggrandizement.” Sir Robert Borden
had stated that he had not one word
to sy against the citizens it was pro-
posed to disfranchise. Mr. Knowles
thought that the men who have been
holding anti-conscription meetings are
stronger opponents of the war than
the people who came from eénemy
countries. There was Henri Bourassa
and members of the Government who
had opposed participation by Canada
in RBritain's war, but it was not pro-
posed to disfranchise them. Mr,
Knowles sald that the men who would
bae disfranchised in the West are Lib-
erals, not because they are against
the allles, but because they belleve In
free trade and other Liberal palicies.
The bhill, he said, was for the per-
petuation of the Conservative party,
and the Government was ashamed of
it. Its prineiples, If generally adopt-
ed, would knock the bottom out of
democracy.

Injustice to Alllecd Women.

Hon. Charles Marcil opposed the
bill on the ground that It was opposed
to the past history of Canada as well
as {ts present and future interest, The
bill, he said, was a natural sequel to
the military service act, which had
divided the country on the war issues.
The Province of Quehec was opposed
to the mllitary service law, but thuy
would obey it untll its ropeal hus been
brought ahout. That great infustice
would be done to hundreds of French
and Belgian women in Quebec was the
next argument advanced by Mr, Mar-
cil. These women are the wives and
relatives of French and Belgian re-
servists who settled in Quebec, whose
men-folk have been fighting in France.
Mr. Marcll, after referring to the fact
that & number of Liberals had voted
for the conscription bill, expressed his
| pleasure that they had returned to
! the party fold, and were making n
{ fight to maintuin the sanctity of Bri-
tish citizenship.

Stumblng Block to Unity.

Hon. Irank Oliver said the bill
, weuld put a stumbling bleck in the
i way of securing unity of the neople
Lin the tuture. It would accentuate
(diversitles of race.  Divisions of race
s during the past fty years had done
| more harm to Canada than anything
j ese, and those divislons were to be
t continued and perpetuated.

i
i

i
}’l‘hmuzh! Rill “Damnable.”
; Dr. Neely ended his speech Ly de-
cluring that the bill way “unjust, un-
! British, autocratfe, and damnable to
the lust degree”
The were leud eries of “QOrder”
The spcaker re-

@
and “Take It L.ck.”
withdraw his last

quested Dr, Neely to
adjective.

Dr. Neely -T'1l withdruw it, but I
must say that | looked it up {1, Web-
ster, and [ found that “damnable’™
meant “worthy of condemnation.” I
thought the DT was waorthy of con-
demnation,
| “Perhaps then 1t woull be better to
say warthy of condemnation,” remarlk-
d the Speaker.

Dro Neely then moved that the bill
be not now read a third time, but that
it be referred again to Cominitteo of
the Whaole and instruetions Kiven to
wmend it by elinunuting from it “all
sucn provisfons as tend to remove the
franchise from any cluss of his
Majesty's subjects who are now guali-
tied e tors aceordingg ta the laws of
the: Provinee an which they peside,”
The atnendment was secanded by Mr.
Ninelair, ’

Worthy of the Kaiser.,

L. J. Gauthier,  St. Iyacinthe,
i thought the bill was worthy of the
German Kafser, except that it was un-
just to the Kaiser to make the com-
’purlmn. The Kuiser believed that
might was right, but at any rate he
had the courige to state so openly.

Regards it as Win-the-war Measure.

Mr. Turriff of Assiniboia sald he
looked upon the franchige blll as mere
or less a win-the-war meusure,

At this there was an outburst of
laughter from the Liberal side, and
one member shouted, “You mean win-
the-election.”

Mr. Turriff—It {8 not necessary for
anyone to put words into my
riouth. He added, howeevr, that he
could sera no reason for disfranchis-
ing anyone, and would support Dr,
Neely's amendmeng “Thin bill,"” he
went an, “id more or less a party bill.
It cannot help but be, I think 1 am
yair in suying that it bas been brought
in more for winning the war than
for any wmlvantage for the Conservi-
tive party, because if my friends on
the other side think that this bil) will
help them win elections  for many
years in the West they are laboring
under a delusion, Whose fault is {t?
The leader of the Government has
mude every effort to have unfon and
Nutional Government I think a
much better measure covuld huve been
brought in.”

Lenles Breaking Faith,

Mr. Turriff added that he did not
think a Nuational Government would
have brought in such a measure. He
was protesting agalnst references
mude early in the discussion to ““Ju-
day,” when Mr. Oliver arose to his
feet with a disavowal of having used
any such term in regard to a mem-
ber differing on a question of princi-
ple. “1 think,” Mr. Ollver said,
“my honorable friend's conscience is
troubling him."

Mr. Turriff protested against the
charge made by Dr. Neely of having
broken faith with corscription Lib-
erals. Mr. Turriff denled having done
anything of the kind, and again as-
serted his intention of voting for the
Neely amendment.

Germans and Natuorallzation.

Mr. W. H. Nickle of Kingston
dwelt at some length on the pro-
visions of the German naturallzation
laws. [He siaid that the German nat-
uralized abroad since 1913 might still
retain his German citlzenship, with
the consent of the German authori-
ties. Kurther, if naturalized prlor to
that date. he could be readmitted to
German cltizenship on satisfying the
German authorities of his business
capacity and of the fact that he had
led an irreproachable life. Mr. Nickle
claimed, therefore, that at the pres-
ent time a man who might still be a
German cftizen under German law
should not be given ths franchise In
Canada.

Ifon. Dr. Tugsley—Would not the

right to become re-naturalized apply
to those very worthy gentlemen whom
thé Prime Minister has engaged to
naturalize by order in Council?

Mr. Nickle—It certainly could. But
I am satisfled with what Mr. Weichel
said in regard to those who have been
here for twenty-flve years.

\

“I an: prepared to take chancesn
with them. The men with whom 1

.am not prepared to take chances are
those who came here within the last
| ten years.”

Mr. Nickle strongly advocated the
vote for female relatives of soldiers.
He regarded the bill as part of the
win-the-war policy, and he felt that
those whose sympathy was with the
British Empire should have the say
as to the Government which should
be In power at the next election.

A Far-fotched Argumcnt.

Mr. D. D. McKenzie (Cape Breton)
thought the argument that the bill
was & part of the win-the-war policy
wag a far-fetched one. Mr. McKen-
zle could not bring himse!! to regard

the naturalized alien as a sort of
Jekyll and Hyde. Mr. McKenzie re-
garded the position taken by Mr,

Nickle and the promise made by Sir
Robert were irreconciliable, and he
claimed that the Government had
broken faith with the women of Can-
ada.

Sir Wilfrid then continued the dis-
cussion of the measure before the
Houase. The {ndictment, he said,
which he made agalnst the policy of

the Government was that it was a

 made their homes in Canada.

breach of faith. The exclusion which ' |
it was sought to make of men who for 0
the last fifteen years we had recog-:.
nized as fellow-countrymen was an:,
absolute and unwarranted breach of:'
faith. Was it right, that, by naturail- i’
ization, the rights of citizensLip to|:
men of allen enemy birth we should
set aside one of these privleges”? The|
only reason these men were being dis- )
franchised now was because they were |’
mistrusted. One reason given for this

action was because the Governmentl‘
thought that the ties of blood were s0;
strong as to make them sympathetic
to the cduse of Canada’s enemies. The
ties of blood were strong, sald Sir
Wilfrid, but he thought the ties of
home were stronger. These men had
They
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had been told that they would have
11l privileges here. Now we suddenly
turned around and said that we could
not trust them.

‘““There is everything to be gained
by trusting’ people,” he said, “and
nothing to lose.”

Sir Geon. Foster, who followed, dc-
tlared that there was in Canada an
effective war party and an ineffective
war party.




