COMMONS FINISHES WITH ELECTION BILL;

Government Act Goes to tﬂc»Séﬁaté' With a Majority of 21 Votes
- —Three Members of Opposition Vote for the
= Measure=—One Conservative Opposed.

v r

DR NEELY'S LAST PLEA GOES DOWN TO DEFEAT

_ Special fo The Star,

ottawn, Sept. 15.—The War-time
Plactions -Art 18 through the Com-
gons by b3 10 22, a majority of g1,
rd comes before the Senate this
porning. AR amendment by Dr.
"Fealy that the bill be referred back
« o committee to strike out all clauses
i ghieh disfranchlued Pritish subjects
"';,mg gefeutsd by 63 to 33. The differ-
gnce of Goe in the two votes was due
lw pr. Neely belng paired on the
¢jpain’ motlon and not palred on his

fgmendment.
qhe members of the Opposition
. ored with the Government were
Ef,’,‘,'w}. 1 aMel.ean, of Sunbury,
{gnd Mesgrn, Hugh Guthrie and Al
¢ yert -Champagne. MThe lust -named
gy hardly considered a Liberal., Dr.
iClatk was not present. Mr. J. G.
| fupsift voted with the Liberals: The
r gnly member of the Government side
t40 oppose the hill wns Barrette, of
| Bertler.  Weichel, of Whaterloo, voted
many of hin constituents of his own
“gace out of thelr franchises. Tho fin-
Lgl vole wag over by 2,30 a.m., and
"the memhera on the Government side
“dosed procecdings by gathering. at
i f tho Chamber and singing

sthe Tear o
f»gnu;mlc Britannia,' and “*God Savoe the

 King."

Burst Into Song.

i~ puring tho votes the Government
T pack=benchers also showed a tend-
{eney to warble, led by boys of Simcoe,
~Their first welection was “Keep the
Homo Fires Durning,'" thelr sgecond,

“Tipperary,” and thelr third, ‘1 Can-
pot Tiear to leave Thee” Whether
the Jast bod any reference to the
House of commons: Chamber is to
be doubted. They are all particular-
Iy glad to leave it for everybody is
sick_ of the session. )

“" Speeches of All Sorts.

Thers “were 2 niumber of  good
gpecches yesterday, including a bril-
liant effort by W. XU Nickle, of Iing-
ston, who is the outstanding man of
Cgbinet ealibre not now included in
the Ministry. -Sir Wilfrid Laurler
made #  dignified address  along
technical lines, and .8ir George Ifos-
ter followed with an eloquent excuse
tor u bl which he is plainly disin-
clined to praise with any enthusl-
asm. From 12.45 onward-there. were
no Liberal speakers, and Conserva-
tives were obliged to string out the
debate untll two o'clock, when it au-
“tematically ended under the closure
rule,

The cessation of Tberal addresses
was prohably due to a desjre to se-
cure o vote on the Neely amendment
in order that when it waps defeated
another conld be moved before two
a'eleck.  ‘I'his plan, however, was
“folled by the succession of Govern-
ment specches.

A deplorable outcome of the de-
ibate was an attack by Col. Currie
npon the sons of three T.iberal mem-
bers for not being overseas, and es-
Cpectally upan one who has tried in
every possible manner to get to the
“tront, but has been rejected by the
“doeters, and has only recently left
 hospitai. This has roused deep
yesentment, i
q -Franohiso Bill the Barrier.

Another tncidient of the day was
the decliiatfon of Mr. I G. Turrili,
vonseriptionist Liberal, who has been
supporting  the  Govermment on a

+ preat mapy, recent occasions, that he
falt it Wis duty to voto for the Neely
amendment. I mixght say that the
winnlniz of the election will have a
Freat deal to do with the winning of
the war,” he remarked, but added: T
eonnot brings myself to believe thut
distrapchising - anybody  is a gzood
policy, or is o necessary poliey.

M Turriff is ciose to Siv Clifford
Sifton. and his attitude emphasizes
the fact that the IFranciuse bill s a
real harrfer to U'nion Government.

Naturalization For Aliens.

A feature of the debate was a rath-
f peadiarly  staged announcement
by Sir Robert Borden that the Secre-
ary of State will hereafter be allow-
ed to issue nmaturalization papers to
men of enemy nationality who have
had reason to believe they are Bri-
tigh citizens owing to having taken
the oath of allegiance, or for some
similir reason. An order-in-Council
to this effect wus issued some days
&80 but nothing was ever said about

it In the House until Wm., Welchel,
"’." Conservative member for North
Waterioo, mude  a plen yesterday
’l):nl some such  action  be taken.
Then of course, Bir Robert was right
on the job with his announcement,
ind while it does not give the Ger-

mauns of My, Weichel's constituency

A vote in Federal elections it fixes
them up all right for municipal and
Provincial elections, and s just the
KiRd of a par on the back which

'050“5 good™ with an eleetion coming

Praised the Germans.

~ Mr. Weichel actualfy blaméd the
‘D(njsom Franchize Bill on the Qppo-
sition beciuse they had refused an
extension of Parliament. e praised
the Germans for having “‘built up
Waterloo County.”

Sir Robert Borden also proceeded
o curry fauvor with the German
fouaties by declaring:  “We all
khow that there are no more pros-
Perous, progressive, or thriving com-
munities than those which have been
built up by men of Gorman descent
fn those counties of Ontarie to which
oy ‘hon. friend has alluded.”

The Prime  Minister then an-
nounced that an  order-in-Council
kad been lssued some days ago, the
I)m"vort of which he described as
Yolxp\\'s: “That where men of enemy
Rationality have for many years re-
slded n this country,. where no ex-
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ception can ba taken to their char-
acter, and there {3 no reason for be-
lleving that their sympathies are
vith the central powers in this war.
Whero they have had reasons to be-
lievo that they were British citizens,
and have exercised thelr right as
such, we shall depart from the prin-
ciple hitherto pursued, and the Sec-
retary of £tate for Canada will be
prepared to srant naturalization to
such persons.”

Sir Wiltrid Taurfer: “Is it -the
opinion of the officers of the Crown
that the Governor-in-council has the
power under the statutes.” .

Sir Roberi Borden: “Yes, it 18 a
question of policy under the Act”: -

Mr. Pugsley: ‘As a result of this
will the present bill be amended or
any sgupplementary legislation intro-
duced to prevent those people from
being disfranchiged.”

Sir Robert Borden: *“Wea do not
intend to alter the bill already pre-
sented to the housse. As the cltizens
alluded to feel that their statues as
citizens in this country have been
affected by the fact that for years
thery have not been naturalized “al-
though they have in the past ful-
filled the rights and duties of British
citizenship would be & proper and
appropriate course and a.course
which would be appreciated by them,
if that divergence from the policy of
the past to which I have alluded

‘should now be undertakén.”

Now Are Distrusted..

Turning to discussion of the fran-
chise bill, Sir Wilfrid said: “It is
almitted by the Prime Minister and
by everybody who spoke in this de-
bate that all those men who have
been naturalized since April, 1902, no
matter what country they como from,
have behaved splendidly, have ful-
filled evervthing expected of them.
The only rcason these men are dis-
franchised now is because they are
distrusted; because it is believed
that they cannot be trusted with the
privilega of casting their votes ac-
cording to their consciences.

“My hon. friena went further and
tried to justify the action of the Gov-
ernment by saying that these ‘men
should not be trusted because, ac-
cording to some authority the name
of which he did not glve, blood is the
most potent incentive of the actions
of men. I am not sure that I agree
with his philosophy. Blood is cer-
tainly a powerful tie; we all admit
that. But there is a tle still more
powerful, and that is the tie of home.
The assoriations connected with
home are more potent than ties of
blood. When a man leaves his coun-
try to settle elsewhere, though the
land of his ancestors may be dear to
him, the land of his children is still
dearer.

When a man leaves a country, he
does so because he is not satisfied
with the conditions that he leaves
behind him. If he were satisfied he
would remain in the land of his an-
cestors. He leaves, he comes to Can-
ada. he Is welcome; he comes upon
invitation. He is. given all the pri-
vileges enjoyed by other citizens; he
is entltled to become an owner of
property and to have the franchise.
Suddenly rwe-tell him, we cannot
trust you any more.

Sir Wilfrid did not Dbelieve this
would have a good effect upcn the
country as a whole.

All Not Effictent.

He then entered into a technical
discussion of various phases of nat-
uralization, and finally gave place to
Sir George Foster.. Sir George sak_l:
“There is one efficlent war party in
this country and .there is one war
party which is not efficient and if
this Franchise Bill enables the work-
ing efficlent war party to win the
election of this country,-and win the
position to carry on what they have
been carrying on for the last three
years, it it helps to win for the Gov-
ernment it helps to win.for the coun-
try and for the empire.

Blames Sir Wilfrid.

“That we have to go to an ‘elec-
tion is the fault of my right hon.
friend who sits opposite (Sir Wil-
frid Laurler), if it is the fault of
anybody. He had it all within his
own power, and if he had dome as
he did a year ago this party would
have followed him, and we would be
without any turmoil of an election.”

As to woman franchise, Sir George
sald: *“The dust of thirty thousand
of our men lies silent on the other

side of the ocean. Others are im-
prisoned, others are interned,
and others are incapacitat-

ed in various ways. When this coun-
try comes in a few months to regis-
ter its volce as to whether these men
shall be supported, and this war
shall be efficiently carried on, when
upon the register at the poll is found
the name of John Smith, a loyal citi-
zen of Canada. who has taken the
oath of alleglance to his sovereign,
has enlisted in the forces, has gone
to the front, and has made the su-
preme sucrifice, and when he is not
there to answer for it at the poll, his
wife is there, She, who gave the
husband of her yvouth, the support of
her family, the father of her children,
says, ‘My husband has passed over
in doing his duty, his namae is called.
and I am here to answer.
Governed by Degress.

“Hon. gentlemen oppose this mea-
sure because we did not go sa far
as to give the vote to all women.
There is where I think he makes the
mistake of not taking into account
that this is an extraordinary condi-
tion under which we find ourselves,
and that we are not legislating un-
der normal conditions.

“There are noble, devoted women
outside of those who have sent rela-
tives to the front, who have done
splendid service, but there are de-
grees In servico and in sacritice.”

Passed at Winnipeg.

Dr. Neely, of XHumboldt, insisted
that the Government by its legisla-
tion was reflecting upon the sincerity
of the “war Liberals” who had sup-
ported conscription. Dr. Neely made
the House listen while he read the
resolution passed at the Winnipeg
Liberal convention. There was noth-
ing in those resolutions, he wmain-
tained. to show that the Western
Liberals were not sincere, despite
their condemnation of the war ad-
ministration of the Government.

The member for Humboldt declar-
ed that the *“Win-the-War" resolu-
tion which he sponsored at the Win-
nipeg convention had been an abso-
Iutely sincere one, and that it rep-
resented the views of all the con-
scription Liberals in the House.

Portfolios in Pockets.
Dr. XNeely then attacked the sin-
cerity of the Prime Minister's efforts

to secure union government. and re-

F

PASSES THIRD READING UNDER CLOSURE|

Sparks of Debdte |
On Election Bill

Opinions of Members Told in

' a Senlence.

Sneélnl to The Star,
TTAWA, Sept 15.~Following
are gparks from the debate in
the Commons on the War-Time
Elections Act:

Dr. Neely, M.P.:  “The Prime
Minister gave the first blow to
national government when he sent |’
Sir.Clitford Sifton West to mobil-
1ze the sentiment of Western Can-
ada in favor of ft.” -

Sir Robert Borden: “I d!d not
send Sir Clifford West; he went
entirely on his own {nitiative, and
80 far as 1 am aware he had not
the promise of any portfolio to
‘anyone."” .

W. E. Knowles, MP.—"The
ground glven for distranchising
naturallzed citizens is that of' a
robber who pilllaged for his own
personal aggrandizement.”

Sir Goorgec Foster: “Conscrip-
tion being the {ssue there is no
more efficient way to help win
the war than by winning the next
election.” '

ferred to Sir Clifford Sifton *going
west with portfolios in his pockets’

for Liberals who would Join his Gov-

ernment.

“My hon. friend 1is stating what is
pot the fact,” said Sir Robert Bor-
den, interrupting. “Sir Clifford Sif-

ton went west entirely upon his,own(,

initiative, and had no promise of a
portfolio for anyone.”

Dr. Neely said the .country would
be glad to hear it, but Sir Clfford
had evidently had the blessing of the
Prime Minister if not his actual en-
dorsation. T .

Go Back Ashamed.
When he could make himself

heard Dr. Neely sald he would go].
back ashamed th tathere were men|,

who would justify & measurs, so “un-
just, un-British, autoctatic and dam-
nable.” .-

The Speaker asked for a with-
drawal of the term. Dr. Neely said
the dictionary said
meant “worthy of condemnation.”

The Speaker, however, insisted thatj
1

he choose hid words better.
Before Dr. Neely took his seat he
moved an amendment tothethird read-

ing calling for re-submission of the|
bill to committee with instructions to|
climinate all the provisions that “tend- |.
ed to remove the franchise from-any |
class of Hid Majesty's subjects now |
to, the |
laws of the province in w-ich they

qualified electors according

now reside.” i
TWENTY-FIVE WERE LOST.

When H}lns Torjedoea the Cunarder
“Volodea—Toronte Man on Board.

Cadet George Duncan, .who salls
for the Cunard
Line, in a letter
to his sister in
Toronto, - de-
scribes how the
“Volodea,” the
boat: he :was.on, |
was torpedoed:

She was torpe-

doed without

warning, last

Tuesday- 21st |

- August, and then

Cadet Duncan the dogs shelled

her. Thirteen of the crew were killed.
with the explgsion and a boat load

of twelve is still missing, including

my punior. We were three and a

half days in the lifeboats before we

were picked up. In all' 25 Wwere lost

and 23 saved. Cadet Duncan is-only

19 years old and .was born in Dundee.

His relatives reside at 400 Delaware

avenue.

PTE. J. MANCLARK MISSING.

Mrs. E. Manclark, of 273 Richmond
street ~ west, re-
celved a telegram
on Wednesday
stating - that her
husband, Private
John Manclark, is
reported missing.
He joined up in
July, 1915, and
has been over-
seas since March,
1916. He was. em-
ployed with the
Pte. J. Manclark Rogers Coal Co,.
on Lansdowne avenue. He was born
in Scotland forty-five years ago, and
has been in Toronto seven years,

TWO REPORTS ON DVR. SCOTT.

Mrs. Scott, 75 Lewis street, has re-
ceived two casualty reports, one say-
ing that her husband, Driver J. L.
Scott, was wounded, and the other
message reporting him il with
trench fever. Driver Scott went
overseas a year ago with a Toronto
battalion, and was transferred to the
artillery service.

PTE. CARY MISSING.

Pte. H. T. Cary 1s reported missing
in to-day’s list. He formerly lived in
Toronto and enlisted with Col. Kings-
mill's Battalion, which went.to France

“damnable” |

1

as a Construction Unit.
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