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NO ELECTION
* FOR SOME TIME

‘ Likely Date
|

Bitter Attacks on Slr  WHfrid
Jauricr — Recrulting
Revicwed.

|
tSPEAKS IN  WYCHWOOD

A general olection will net be held
until February. That wag the infer-
ence to be drawn from a remark mnade
iby Sir George FKFoster, Minlster of
Trade und Comuumerce in the Borden
Cabinet, at a largely-attended meet-
ing of Wychwood Conservatives, held]
last eveW®ing in  the hall of St
Michael's and All Angels' Church, St
Clair avenue, Wyechwood s in the
new Iederal riding or North Toronto,
which is represented by Sir QGeorge
ifn the Ilouse of Commons.

The Minister's stutement.  from
which the iuference is to be deducted
was: "We shad tuke up four months,
maybe five months, in preparing for,
carrying on and deciding this elec-,
tion in Canuda. I8 it possible that thel
Government can give that thought
and that support to the progress of
the war th@t it could give if there was
no contest at the polls?”’  The hold-
ing of a general election, for which
8ir Wilfrid laurier was to blame,
meant that the Governinent and the
country would have to mark time in
its war work ‘for four or five
ruonths™

Scores Sir Wilrld.

Sir George announced at the out-
set that he was not going to muke a
partizan speech, and while he did not
make an ouensively-pardzan address
he certainly did not spare Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, whom he described as  the
! leader “who rallies all the forces that
are against conscription and against
war-winning on his side.”

An interesung point in, the Minis-
ter's speech, which vccupfed an hour
and a half, was hia reference to cas-
ualties and recruiting. e »#aid that
in two weeks, from September 1 to
September 15, over five thousand
casnalties had occurred in the ranks
of the Canadian army at the front,
and in the same perlod only 584 re-
cruits had come forward. At that
rate, he commented, “it will only take
eight months of that kind of action,
or inaction, to wipe out every divi-
sion we have in France or Flanders'™

In opening, Slr George said he had
not made a partizan speech since the
war commenced. “This war is not
over,” he asserted, launching into
& review of the sltuation in Europe,
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‘s victory s not won, the [énemy
is not congered, aad it e vital to the

future peacs of the world that the
cnemy e conguersd, that the victory
be won and that the war be fintshed

Wl oo o totad, and not g partial,
CAnmlausey 1 want to warn

Mowond you b othat  if this war
s oanitn thie rroans  dominant
frony the Baltie Sen o Alesopotamia,
Throah Anctrin, the Balkans  and
cry hoservitory, that all it wenns gy
thix: thers i nare or 1ess of inereis-
iy mentee of another world-war to
which the present war will not he
Comprirative o ite extent or shinbi-
Ceanee, Fhie job shiould o be finfshed
tow" channd chosersy
Stich 1t Oud
| “Stiek 1t out, shci ot eat. untl the

f\v:ll' iz absolutely worn,” was the oft-
| repeated  adviee which Bir George
pave.  That was onr daty in comnion
Lwith the duty of all the viher partiei-
i pants on the allies’ side. There had
het three o and one month of
war aind the enemy held nine-tenths
of Delgivm, a large strip of the best
part of  Freanee, all the  territory
which at tin had  Dbeen wrested
from the Nassions and trom the Rou-
maniang on the FNastern front, Gen-
eral Halir made an adyinee on an
eiht-mile front of wiile in depth,
but from the North Sen to Switzer.
Lind that Western front stretched for
five himdred miles, and it was many
mites till you pot to the astern
bhoundiary of Belphnn and the eastern
Boundary of France, and then it was
nuny more miles to Berlin and tho
centre of German power, “and every

i

mile aoile for defence and stren-
uons fighting Taly stood  before
Aunstrin us she had stood for eleven,

twelve, thivteen onths, with o small
ain of territory.  ‘The Dalkans were
quieseent,  fle did  not  enumerate
these things to be pessimistie, but to
show that the war was not over by
any ineans, CThen he turned to the
brighter side of the picture, declaring
thut “every month that the war runs
on, provided that we osndure to the
end, brings the final result all the
more surely to s close, 1t is the
sticking to it. Tt is the indomitable
resclve to see ip throwpsh which light-
ens up the othier gide of thig picture.”
With o union of all that was best {n
the wide world fighting against the
Central powers' victory was as certain
as unything coulll be,—"if we stick
to it

TUp O to-day 453,000 Canadians
have donned khaki, and more than
three hundred thonsand of them have
gune dacross the sei, sald Sir George,

NO ELECTION FOR SOME TIME

Voiuntfye oo LA b ol ol
and the oury areilind ol sevadinge ree
Mmioreements was byoselective oot
scvtption,
Purtizan Strife,

Until  recentiy Lueie B e,
unanimity in Parliament with refer

ence tuo carrying on the wuar and the
methods of raising reinforcements, bhu
lately, to o certain extent, party strife
had hroken oat and the country faced
an electton, “which bids rair, unles:
the people of this country make i
different, to be i partlzan and paryy
electivn pure aud simple’”  (Lries ol
CRhame "y Now, whether  we e
Liberal or Conscervative, do we thinl

that that s the best position in whict
Canada can he pluced in the mids
of this war?” In war-time was ¢
party election that would divide the
jcountry in bitter strife a good thing
“for the people of Camadi (0 cugigs
In, and practically t)lx"\J“' down  the
tools at the trenches until that wae
(the clection) was decided?  Why L
the clection not beenr avolded? I

1916 the Opposition had agreed to an
extension of the lifetime of Parlin
ment, but in 1917 there wuas a differ
ent spirit in Parliament, and the Tead
er of the Opposition declined to agre
to a turther extension of a year, de
clined the offor of a fifty-{ifty unio

CGovernment, declined everything i1
the way of united action “und foree
an clection on this country.” T
Conservitive  Government  did  no
want an election in war-time. The
did not want it, not  becausa the;
feared to faco the electors, but he
cnuse they thought they had bette

| business to do to carry on the war
| (Applause)

An Earnest War Efford,

When Sir ftobert Hordeu made th.
fifty-fifty offer he did not make it be
enuse he felt himself or his Governmen
relatively weaker than the members o
the Opposgition, but because he telt h
needed mare strength of the nation®
best behind the war and behind th
war unreservedly. It was a genuine
honest, earnest war cffort, in whiel
the members of the Cabinet were be
hind Sir Robert orden, and the,
supported  hlin (o this day in h
efforts: L6 form a ynion Governmeni
Their resignatlions were in his hand
to this hour. “And !f he puty some
body elsa In the position of Ministe
of Trude and Commerce, then I an
out, but T am stiil a2 supporter of Si
Robert Rorden.” (Loud and contin
ued appliuase.)

Sir Gcorge conceded that perhuap
the Government was a little tardy i
intruducing  couscription, but  the

| AR
Coufrey, MDD W

wanted to give the voluntary system
1 thorough trial. He belleved the ma-
jority of the Briti:h-Canadian penple\

in the Dominfon, who wanted to sup-
port the boys at the front, were in
favor of the measure. Twenty-seven
uvf the leanding I.dberals in the House
had voted for it, he sald, aAmid ap-
plause. Most of the nations of the
world were in favor of it, all the big
nations engaged in the present °
struggle had adopted it, inclyding
Great Britain. In the face of that|f
preponderance of opinlon in favor of
it, why did not Bir Wlifrid Laurler
loyally, strongly and actively fall in
with jt?

Str Wilirld Against Bill,

T

1

Al

‘Twenty-seven Liberals in the House | Y
of Commons haa voted for it, and he) |
believed the vast majority of thel
Liberals of the country were as much | |
for wur-winning ds the Conservatives, | ¢
(Applause,) The trouble was that
the leader of the Liberal party was
opposed to it, and the guestion wus |
between the body  of  war-winning
Liberals and Sir Wilfrid Laurier, “who
leinds all the forees that are against
conseription in this coming contest.”
Did they want 2 man for Premler,
who “rillies all the forces who are!
tyrainst war-winning on  his  side?”
(lLoud cries of “"No."") He sald that
T.aaurier relied upon a united Quebec,
That wiax one of the yources of the,
power behind him that “makes” him
agalnst congeription and allles him to i
the anti~consceription forces. I think |
he will be disappointed in the Pro-!
vinee of Quebec. 1 dnon’t believe the
I'tovines of Quebee will stand behind
his colors in that respect. Hne expects!
also that the French-speaking people
outside of Quebee will largely  vote
arainst consceription. He may be de-
ceived in that to a certain extent.”
But thers were other elements on the

#ide of Sir Wilfrid,  Bourassa and
Taveriene, and their  disciples, were
preaching constantly that not an-

other man, or another dollar should
ro tfrom CCanada to_support Britain
in this war. BEvery alien enemy and
every man of enemy svmpuathies, with
few exception®, was with Sir Wilfrid,
and T Hun  sympathizer rmm{
Berlin to the trenches and from Berlin
to the Kameroons wished suceress to
Lanrier ond his compalgn in Canada.
(Apblicase) Fvery slacker, every
Tover of case, and every  coward, {f
there were cownrds in thiz northern
climate every man Jack of them was
belind Laoarier
Government Behind Wae, !
The Government had been and was
now oy warl Governmient and had put

its Lest foree and power behind the
war,  Against all the mistakes—and
they did not amount to much even

when they were summed  tup—from

August. 1914, until the present day,
the Dor Government had been a
wirr ‘ernment through und
throucusit,  cApplaasey |
Hon I Tteas, Attorney-General
of Ont and his Worship Mayvor
Chnreh wr Toronto spoke  briefly. |
Hor, Thomas Crawford, M.P.P., pre-
cided, and uong those on the plat-
Yorta were Coi, W, W, MeNaught, Ttev,
W, g N, rector of  St. Aichael's
aod AL Ancels Churen: M. Norman

‘L. Starr,  ex-
and Dr. Forbes
York).

Mreo L
George L Rwen
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