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Two Extracts

Here 1s an extract from the statement
Just issued h.\' Hon, W..l. Hanna, f()l}ﬂ ¢On-

troller :—

“"But the sixth, the supernumerary, un-
necessary and ineMcoent middleman, whose
presence in the community 1s one of the most
serious economic wostes of the day, whose
low standurds of efficiency set the stand-
ards of the whole community, Is beyond any
hut the widest powers of the food controller.
Thus one of the most serious aggravations of
the high price sitpation cannot be removed
without precipitating disaster upon the whole
country,

“That there have long been 100 many
city people and too few farmers in this Do-
minion is common knowledge, But it is not
so well known that among our city people |
there are too ma mere distributors, too
many shippers, paekers, carriers, wholesal.
¢1g, retallers, advertisers, printers, salesmen.
hrokors, sub-brokers, duty brokers, assistant
sub deputy brokers, and the whole army of |
people In the serviees and professions that |
walt upon these middlemen, T do not say
that the functions of thesa non-producers
anould be done away with, but 1 do say that
there were and there are too many for each
funetion. too much duplication of effort and
squipment., In the city of Toronto in 19510
(the last census vear) there were less than
thirty thousand actual producers of goods,
ineluding a large proportion of those who
produced only luxuries, The balance of, say,
the one hundred thousand wage earners in
ihe ety of Toronto must have been either
sorvants, professional men  or  middlemen,
And thig inflated staff of non-producers, not
only 1n Toronto, bul in every Canadian city
and town, was and still 15 dependent for its
wagea upon the movement of farm goods to
the ity and ity goods to the farm and all
the over-specialized, over-elaborated pro- |
cesses wWhich a laxurious civilization imagines |
e necessary to its happiness, ,

Bearing in mind the reference to the |
importance of the producers on the farm

that is the point we wish the reader to |
refleet upon—here is an extract from the |
platform of Mv, 1. T. Brannigan, who has
been nominated by the Prairiedale Grain
Girowers’ local, as candidate for the Dom-
mion house in the constituency of Davin,
Naskatehewan . |
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“As to the principles for whicih 1 stand,
I will state that I believe in equal rights to
all-including women and farmers, and spec-
a1 priviieges to none—not including railroad
companies, banks and manufacturers,

‘I turther believe that the nationaliza-
ton of all rallways, telegraph lines, express
ines and other public utilities should be ac-
complisfhed at the earliest possible date.

“That the farmer shounld not be obliged
to pay two hundred dollars for a farm im-
plement which cost I#ss than seventy dol- |
lars; that in fact all farm machinery should
bhe placed on the free list, and that the tarift
on all tools, implements and goods that enter
into the shops and homes should be reduced.

“That the agricultural class should be
able to borrow money on as good terms as
the manufacturers and railway companies,

“That as our western provinces are the
chief base of supplies for England and our
1hes, the interests of the agricultural classes
should be fostered and protected by the gov- \
“inment,

“That the boys in the trenches are en- I
titied to receive ag much for their herolsm f
and sacrifice as the enemy alien recelves for f
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picking stone and pitching bundles on a
threshing ontfit,

"That obedience to the law is the high-
est mark of good citizenship.

“That the National Political Platform
adopted by the Canadian Council of Agricul- h
ture has my hearty endorsement.

“That the government should guarantes S
a price on wheat for at least three years, h
paming a minimum as well as a maximum C
price, the former not being more than twenty
cents less than the maximum at the present t
time for the ahove perlod.

o-Th.t there shall be no peace unti) "Ic" | 0
tory and Civilization stand upon the grave a
of Kaiser militarism.™ 1 b

We leave the reader to put two and two | ©
gether, 1Y

Why is this country enjoying a large
easare of material prosperity, even dur-
2 the terrible period of war? 'l =
I it not time that we listened to the | in
mands of the farmers? 4~
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It must be remembered that there is a
mpathetic relationship in trade. Charge
farmer too much for his implements, and

e price of his produets must be enhanced. !
The nigh eost of living follows the high

st ol the materials necessary in produe-
1, the high cost of building material,
:tete. mhﬂry ‘taxation of what is




necessary to the producers is bound to
make the consumers’ lot an unhappy one.
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