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By-Producs of the Great

The Growth of Imperial Sentiment
By Rev. Peter Bryce |
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For many yecars Canada has been
very largely self-centred. Sho- has
been engaged in laying the founda-
tlon of a great Canadian cation, and
she has fosterod and cuitivated a na-
tional spirft. With the passing of the
years she has become increasingly de-
mocratic and more decidedly Can-
adian, Men comling from thoe Rritish
Isles quickly absorbed this national
spirit and became Canadians.

TWlith the development of natural re-
gources; ,tho great period of raflway
bullding; ¢ho rush of lmmigration,
there camo a tremendous expansion
of material interests. Tho financing
of theto projects and the growth of

industries brought international re-
latlonships and international prom-
inence. = A sense of strength and a
consciousness of the coming_ great-
ness of Canada became upparent, and
she began to feel sha should have
some real part in International ques-
tions, to which the onward march of
progress had lent new significance.

The fact that Canada was an in-
tegral part of the British Empire was
not forgctten, however, and the pres-
tige -and safety realized by that re-
lationship was appreciated. A cer-
tain type of Englishman might occa-
sion uncomplimentary comment, and
the uninformed person might speakin
disparaging terms of “Old Country”
ways, but the solid elements of
thought in Canada estimated at its
true worth the value of British citl-
zenghip. .

A perception of the probable great-
ness of Canada led many to beliove
that the full status of natlonhood
should be sought, not by secession
from the Emplre, but by full partici-
pation In the affairs and responsibili-
ties of the Empire. Canadlans should
iparﬁclpate in the Imperial economy,
and have & volce in international and
foreign policies and treatles. The Brit-
ish subject in Canada, ag in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, should have the full
privileges of cltizenship.

Privileges and Citizenship.

1t was conceded, of course, by those
who thought ubout it, that if the peo-
ple of the British Isles had privileges
in citizenship not accorded to the col-
onles, they had corresponding respon-
sibilities in financial matters, as the
following statement will manifest.
The figures are taken from the “Froh-
lems of the Commonwealth,” by Lionel
Curtls.

Contributions to Imperial Defence
per capita in 1913-14:

Canada, 7.4; New Zealand, 13.10;
Australia, 18.1; United Kingdom,
31.9.

Canada, then, if accorded that full
participation in international affairs
that many thought compatible with
her growing strength ahd probable
place in the Empire, must assume 2
far greater portion of the expenditure
involved in Imperial Defence.

Then came the war, and the great
test of the solidurity of the British
Empire. Many thought the strain
would bring about the disintegra-
tion of the Empire. The answer was
complete and immediate, and the un-
ity of action dlsplayed by the com-
ponent parts of the Empire fille@ the
world with amazement and admira-
tion. 'The magnificent resporse to
the call of the Motherland sgent 2
thrill of emotion through the hearts
of Britons the world over. .

New Zealand cabled to London,
“Although New Zealand is but a
small country, all we are and tll we
have is at the Empire's call.” The
little island of Niue, the tinlest de-
pendancy of New Zealand, sent 2
message from its chief. “To King
George 5th. I am the island of Niue,
a small child that stands up to help
the Kingdom ¢f George Sth. There
are two portlons we are offering: 1,
money; 2, men.” With a total popu-
lation of only four thousand, the
little island sent two hundred young
men for active service.

The response of Canada we know.
When the achievements of the great
war are recorded, I venture to pre-
dict that among the greatest will be
the fact that Canada raised and
cquipped an army of 33,000 men in
slx weeks. It was a remarkable un-
dertaking.

I recall a lady remarking that “It
was quite right for thdse English-
| men to go to the war, but it was

suth o pity t A~
y {o seo our

boys go’ Slie possidbly oxp,g“,?f

thought in many minds. “’hmtz.x

things aro considered, it w,
tural that the first cont!nz‘::;:b:)‘,ﬁ'
bo composed very largily of f\i

British born. Tho subscquen
Lo
sponse of the Canadia N
been excellent. nbom
One Million From Overseas,

An nrmy of nearly one million
bear the insignia of the overseas o
minions, an indisputabld indication
the strength of lmperind sentim, o
It Is inconcelvable that with suchm'
army on  the field the Doninies
should be denled o voice In the ¢y
duct of the war. This was gm&
when tho Britlsh Government {p
vited the Dominlons to send repry.
sentatives to the Council of Imperty
Defence, and thero nro indlcation
that the Dominlons will bo repre
sented when the great {ssués cop.
sequent upon the cessation of hoy
tilities come to be consiflered,

The war will undoubtedly knit thy
Empire more closely together. Mm
from all parts of the Fmplire have
fought and bled together on the
battleflelds of Europe, and the spi;‘,‘
of comradeship born there and the
belter understanding created will be |
most powerful in its effect upon In.
perial sentlment. The Emplire 1y
welded together by ar common pur
pose, . common sacrifice, and by
the shed blood of countss number
of her best sons. .

Attitude Toward Liquor Traffic.

It cannot bs galnsayed that magy
revelations have been made from
time to time that have taxed the pa.
tience and faith of the British Em.
pire in those who are leaders in the
conduct of the war. It should te
sald, also. that o great and !ncrem-
ing host of loval men and womes
constituting, in many respects, i
very strong element in the country,
have viewed with dismay and ap-‘
prehension and shame the attituds
of the British leaders in respect to
the liquor traffic. The Prime Mia.
ister of England has declared the
liquor traffic to be as great o men.
ace to the safety of Ingland as the
Germans, and yet it has not been
destroyed. We are told that ths
situation 1s extremely dlfflcult and
compllcated, but it is not casy to
convince people that a Government
which has enacted laws bringing to
pasa conscription of men and wealth
in n democratic country like Grat
Britain cannot bring in n war-tims
prohibition measure. No Govemn-
ment can afford to deal lizhtly fust
now with great moral Issues, ror
condone n traffic that tho bes
thought of the Emplire denounces as
fnfamous and destructivo In the
highest degree.

I doubt If ever ngaln a Cablmt
responsible only to n Tegislate
Chamber elected by some cight mit
llon voters, will legislata in Inter
national affairs for the four hundred
and, twenty mtllions of Dritish people.
Great questfons and policies whieh
concern and govern the Issues ol
peace and war cannot in future bs
assumed by the people of the Dritish
Islands alone. War ig no longer &
matter of armibs nnd navies, bdut
threatens the whole fabric of human
lite as nothing else can do, and
brings untold suffering In fts wake.

The vast British Empire will b
composed of autonomous natlons,
each nation participating in the dip
lomatic actlvities governing the Bm-
pire. The control of the foreign por-
jcy of the Empire will be vegted I
a body representative of the whols
Empire. The formation of such &
body, the exercise of its functions, its
relation to the self-governing Do-
minions, combine to form i fasrinat-
ing subject for discussion, but it does
not enter into the province of aa
article of this character.

The solldarity of the Fimplre has
made many things possible in this
war. There are conflicting clements,
of course, in a democratic and homo-
geneous population, and all mnst rot
be expected to appreciate fully the
same things.

The near future will. demand of vd
great things in the accomplishment
of which the co-ordination of I*
sources s vitnl, nnd because of t}}h
we must all be willing to sacrifiee
political tenets or other things muc
tnore important in order that woé may
have the superior strensth anl
energy that will coma from a United
Canada in a United Empire.
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