LAURIER WOULD STOP CONSCRIPTION, -

[S STILL. STRONG FOR A REFERENDUM

Pl:ages Himself in Manifesto to
Submit M. S. Act to
People.

WoULD REMOVE
TARIFF INCREASES

};romiscs Government Control of

Food Prices and Stoppage
of Prefiteering.

AND DUTY-FREE
FARM IMPLEMENTS

For the Rest He Condemns Elec-
tions Act and C.N.R.

‘.
Legislation.

ottawa, Nov. 6.—Sir Wilfrid Lau-

fer has jssued his manitesto, which
1y ay follows:

5 consulitation of the people at
ghort and regular periods is the right
of & free people. The constitution
provides accordingly for a general
Jection every tive years. It is un-
deplable  that there has existed a
strong destre {n the community to
svoid an clection during the war.,

wAn impression prevails that had I
accepted the invitation of the Prime
Minjster to joln his Government a
pew extension would have been pos-

" sible. ‘Thiy impression is absolutely
erroneous, the tact being that the in-
vitauon extended to me was coupled
witn Lie stipulition that the Coall-
fion wovelanent would pass a con-
Lenplaon IHesure and then appeal to
{2 country, Lhus muking an ciectos
unavoldable,

, “Suale Commionplaces.”

“The Governnient, as recently re-

construvied, the tulon Government,

fo-ctiivd, 15 now appealing to the
cuquiry tor support sSix members
e the Liberal party, somne of them
Gose personas triends, have consented

to beconle tnetbers of the Adminis~:
tration, and tiae program which they

fntend to follow nus already been
placed before the pubiie, but in this
progrian no trace is Lo be found tl}nt
tie Liberal members of the Adminis-

trat:on have succeeded in influcncing |

their colleagues to tho adoption” of
measures which they deemed essen-
Ll not only tu win the war, but for
the welfare of the country at all
timnes.

“Most of the articles in the Gov-
srnment's manifesto are simply stale
cuinmonplaces #x ded  from tne
Conservitive program of 1011, for-
polten after the election, resurrected
for a new clection. Such is the pro-
mise of economy of purlic experdi-
ture, and such the promizo of civil
gorvien  reform—two riforms which
the Opposition worwt have been hap-
py to support in the last Parlinment
If the Government had afforded them
the opportunity,

Stronyg Immigration Policy.
vOnee partlcular rtem is deserving
of uttention, ‘A strong and progres-

wiva poliey of immigration’ is pro-
miced,  This will be, perhaps, the
most important question after the

sur, The burdens which are now bhe-
ng aecumulated and which will have
o be assamed and borne by the
yaradian prople can he faced if the
Fnormous resources  of the country
are developed,  Dut development de-
mands a rapid fnevease in the popula-
tlon,  Hence the necessity of a
strong and progressive mpmigration
poliev. It 1s manifest that the pro-
mised strong and progressive polley
hag been serfously impaired by the
hreach of faith with naturalized Can-
adlan cftizens involved in the with-
drawal of the political franchise from
larze numbers of these citizens. This
must prove a sericus blow to immi-
gration, especially when the conduct
of the Canadan Government s con-
trasted with the attitude of the Unit-
el States, where no such indignity
has been placed upon naturalized clti-
rens,
Will Take Up C. N. R.

~".—\r\ article of the program of the
Government speaks of the develop-
ment of the transportation facilities,
but in vague though rather ambitious
\vrm;& No mention is made of the
tequisition of the Canadisn Northern
Rulway; yet this subject was not
exhausted by the legislation of last
tesslon, and it will be one of the
n‘wst.. important dutfes of the next
Parliament again to review it

“One feature of the Act of the last
JSession fs ths the Government be-
comes the owner of the stock of the
vompany, of  the nominal value of
&xiy milllon dellars. There noever
was a dollar paid on that stock. Ex-
Perts employed by the Government to
appraise the value of the whéle en-
terprisa, men of acknowledged ability
and experience, themselves have re-
Ported that the stock of the company
38 no value whatever.

'\N.th(\ Government has taken
Ruthority to appoint a board of arbi-
trators to mive a value to that pro-
Periy, whicht their experts have de-
klﬂ._red absolutely without value,

The Opposition asked that the re-
Port of the arbitrators, whatever it
;g‘_lght be, should Le luld before Par-
-hrf\_ﬁnt for approval. Though this
;Y;u.lou was rejoctesd it is the right of
sl‘\ﬂ wioplo to declare that the case
L-\-_Ou‘ul not have been finally closed
¥ the action of a moribund Parlia-
fent, - but  that  the whole matter
Jould be reported to and adfudicated
Boon Ly the new Parlinment.

. Tackle Economic Problems,
mlt was natural to expect that the
-\}Q\O}\structml Government would give
m}‘.‘ -\jg*‘rlous attention to the econo-
hIG sijuation  of the country, which
S ddmittedly critical.  There is no
"i:ous.gm} t:\ 1t except the vague prom-
¢j\¢(?e }:tmotxv{o measures to prevent
ing SSive profits, to prohibit hoard-
iy ‘;mfl {0 prevent combination for
Avee r'hhrmfo of prices, and thus re-

A e hizh cost of living.!

he L_;;‘Mc:vr\nnmlc problems have to
gy L.\m\d with at once, in no such
“ang v;(}\lml terms, but in vigorous

nevete proposals,

Ever-Soaring Prices.
beenh:.mlcp‘f of all commodities have
Ring of»i;dn.\ rislng since the begin-
ne of g ef\v:lr. The dally provision-
aF b e family table is from day to
ﬂlirmi "toming a more and more
ar;.:-g]g problem for all classes of
small .slmers and for all people of
< no and even moderate incomes. It
ratn :Ilnswer to say that this is the
v .;3 . consequence of the war.
of gmaié Is considered that the price
thess and bacon—to speak only of

two  commodities—is higher
Canada than

“T!

hera in

in the TTni*ed

What Laurier Promises

reople have hLid onpori
submit Act to prople .
To remove the &
goods coming froin o
from outside Greut 1
To remove ijtie .
To take drasti
erament coutrol; io -
To 8top profite
;excess profits, If 4,
Attention to
Report and .
To take up th
and to look after =~
To form Cuablin
agricuiturists,

tinn,

Not to proceed farther under provisions of Military Bervice Act until

» to pronounce on it by a referendum, but to

-witke further effort at voluntary recruiting.

~nt, tarift increase made since war began on

ritain and the 714 per cent. Increase on goods
- \ .

izricultural implements and “other essentlals.”
:0 bring food-producing factories under Gov-
nd prices; if necessary to commandeer.
.2 swar supplies and to make profiteers disgorge
¢y he would not hesitate to control factories.

+lion™ upon the acquisition of the C.N.R.

. of rofitting the returned soldier for civillan life
rg' dependents.

n~luding business men, labor representatives, and

Kingdom, this of {:~«if i3 proof suffi-
cient that tho pric-« here are inflat-
ed by methods wl!+ are in no way
connected with e war, unless the
swar is taken ad .ntage of for the
'very purpose ot inflatfon. Indeed
the prineipal esu<os of these ever-
soaring prices are none other than
those descrlbed in the Government
manifesto as ‘evvess profits, ‘hoard-
ings,' and ‘combinations for the In-
creage of priceny Since the Govern-
ment krnows where the evil is, what
prevents the G.overnment from strik-
ing the evil, ard striking it hard? The
remedles are at hand, and I at once
set down the polley.
Would Reform Tariff.

“No measurae to reduce the cost of
living can he offective unless and un-~
til the tariff is reformed and its pres-
sure removed from those commodities
in which there are ‘excessive profits,’
‘hoardings,' and ‘combinations for the
fnerease of prices’ Of this obvlous,
fundamental reform there Is not a
word In tha Government manlifesto.
Indeed members of the present Gov-
ernment have announced that all
questions of tariff legislation must be
|relezated to after the war.
“Balieving that increased food pro-
‘duction !s one of Canada’s best con-
‘tributiona towards winning the war,
T would propose, if entrusted with the
‘adminictration of the country, to im-
‘medintely relleve agriculture from its
Aisabillties In this regard. 7

Would Remove Disabilities-

“Sinrs the commencement of the
iwar the Government placed an in-
icreasa of 7% per cent. in our tariff on
all cammodities coming into Canada
.from outside Great Britain, and an
increasa of 5 per cent. on ‘the goods
'romine from Great Britain. T would
finmedinately remove those two dis-
phi'ities as respects commodities from
&'! courtries other than those with

which we are at war. There Is no
~doubt that under existing conditions
ithese increases in the tariff are a
aindrance rather than a help to pro-

Auction in Canada. whilst it Is cer-

tain that i the final resort the con-
_sumer has 10 pay these extra taxes.
. “The increased duty on Imports
‘from Great Britain was an unfriendly
;nnd an unnecessary action on the part
iof Canada towards the mother coun-
"try at a time when Britlsh trade was
!stacgering under the dlsadvantages
“ineidental to the war. Tt continues to
bear unfairly and unduly on existing
itrade, and should be speedily removed.
Remove Implement Duties.

“In further mitigation of disad-
vantages to agricultural production T
would immediately remove the duties
on agricnltural implements and other
essentials, as demanded by the West-
ern farmers. A general, well-consid-

Yered reform of the tariff for the pur-

|poso of helping Canadian production
iand relleving the Canadlan consumer
would slso be an object of my ad-
ministration. . .
Control Food Factories.

“In connection with the hizgh cost
ot living, I would takp drastic steps
to bring under Goverhment control
all food-producing factories, so that
}[ood may be sold at a fixed price un-
der the control of the Government, as
has been done in Great Britain. To
this end arrangements should be
made with the management of the
food-producing factories allowing for
a fair interest on Investment and fair
and reasonable net profits, so that
food may be obtainable by the ordl-
nary consumer at the best possible
prices. Should such arrangements
not be possible, T would not hesitate
to commandeer all food factories.

“Nor {s that all. The Government
ts Invested with powers which {t
could and should have used to re-
duce the wprice of all commodities.
These powers 1t has already exercised
in the case of news print paper.

News Print Prices.

“As far back as the month of

February last an order-in-Counecil

was passed, by which it was enacted
that ‘with a view to insure to pub-
lishers of Canadian newspapers
news print paper at reasonable
prices,’ the Minister of Customs was
‘authorized and empowered to fix the
quantity and price of news print in
sheets and rolls to be furnished by
the manufacturers to the publishers
in Canada.’

“By virtue of this ‘order’ the Gov-
ernment has compelled manufactur-
ers of print paper, against the lat-
ter's protest, to supply publishers
and newspapers at a price which it
itself fixed as reasonable. It it could
thus reduce the price of paper to
consumers of paper, why did it stop
there? \Why should the government
not have reduced to the hundreds of
thousands of anxious housewlives and
breadwinners the prices of all those
commodities which made the ever-
increasing cost of living one of the
most insistent and dangerous of all
the preblems that now confront us.
Control Factories, Stop Profiteering.

“One of the most important con-
tributlons towards winning the war
is to put a stop to profiteering on war
supplies. The Government has de-
liberately encouraged profiteering for
the benefit of its puartizan followers.
A first duty of my administration
weuld be to secure to the couniry
which pays for war supplies the cx-
cess of exorbitant prices being real-
ized by profiteers.

“Should it be necessary I would
not hesizate, in order to immediately
stop profiteering, to take control of
the factories which are engaged in
the supply of war msterials, as has
been done in Great Britain, and run
them on the principle of reasonable
return on investment for the owners,
and reasonable legitimate profit.

“I believe that one of the best
methods of providing war supnplies.
and of saving the country from being
exploited by profiteers, would be to
turn the Government: shops which
sre suftable for such purposes to the
pradnction af war mntarinla ching,

etc., for the benefit of the country
at cost price.
How Opposition Helped.

“It cannot be said too often that
this war could not have been avolded
by the allies, and that it is a con-
test for the very existence of civillza-
tion. Of this the entrance of the
United States into the conflict is fur-
ther proof, if indeed, further proof
were needed. The American people
long hoped that they would be spured
that ordeal, but the ruthless violation
by Germany of the most sacred can-
ons of international law left them no
option; they had to join in the fight
against @& power which has became
the common enemy of mankind.

“At the very beginning, convinced
of the immensity of the struggle and
of the necessity of bending all our ef-
forts to the winning of the war, w3 of
the Opposition gave to the Govern-
ment every possible assistance. We
assented to all its war measuraes, ex-
cept when convinced that its mea-
sures would be detrimental rather
than helpful. . .

As to Compulsion

“This year the Government intro-
duced a bill to make military ser-
vice compulsory. With this policy I
found it impossible to agree, If it be
asked how this view is consistent
with my oft-expressed determination
to assist in winning the war, I an-
swer that this sudden departure grom
the voluntary system was bound
more to hinder than to he'n the war.
It should be remembered that pre-
vious to the war in all Britizh coun-
tries conscription was unknown; it
was the pride of British people every-

where that compulsory military ser-
vice, the bane of continental Europe,
had never been thought of in Great
Britain, and that even the gizantic
struggle against Napoleon had been
tought on the purely voluntary sys-
tem. At the same time it must be
pointed out that in Great Britain, for
some years before the war, in view
of the immensity of war preparations
amongst all the nations of the con-
tinent, the question of conscription
was seriously and increasingly dis-
cussed in Parliament and in the
press, so that at last when a measure
to that effect was introduced by the
Government it came as no surprise.
It found the people\prepared, and.yet
even then strong protests were heard
from many classes of the community.
“Conscription—Complete Surprise.”

“Very difierent was the introduc-
tion of conscription in Canada. It
came as a complete surprise. It
never had been discussed.in Parlia-
ment, and the voice of the press had
been strong against it, In the month
of July, 1916, such an important
paper as the Toronto Globe depre-
cated the very idea of conscription.
Here {8 what it sald in a carefully-
reasoned editorial:

“*The Globe, in {ts editorial col-
umng, has consistently pointed out
that in a country such as Canada
conscription is an impossibility, and
no responsible statesman of either
party capable of forming or leading a
Canadlan War Ministry would pro-
pose compulsory service. Nor huas
The Globe unduly criticlzed the fafl-
ure of the Borden Government to do
more than it has done to assist
voluntary recruiting. The criticism
of Tho Globe and of most Liberal
papers has been exceedingly mild
when compared with the vitriolle de-
nunciations of The Toronto Telegram,
The Winnipeg Telegram, The lont-
real Daily Mall, and other journals
that have absolutely no sympathy
with the Liberal party:

“ISven as late as December 27,
1916, The Globe repesited its warnings
against any effort to force Canadians
into the ranks, and summed up pub-
lic opinion thus: ‘Trade unionlsts are
found opposing conscription, and the
leading opponents of every manifes-
tation of democracy are favoring the
system.’

Assurance On the Subject.

“No less emphatic had been the
language of the Government. At the
beginning of the session of 1816, In
answer to my inquiry whether the
promise recently made by the Prime
Minister of enlisting 500,000 men
meant conscription, he answered in
these words:

Ny Right Ionorable frlend has
alluded to conscription—to the idea
in " this country or elsewhere that
there may be conscription in Canada.
In speaking in the first two or three
months of this war I made it clear
to the people of Canada that we did
not propose conscription. I repeat
that anrouncement to-day with em-
phasis.’

“Equally emphatic and unqualified
were my own declarations on the
subject. Throughout the wholo cam-
paign of 1910 and 1911 I may recall
that the National-Conservative alli-
ance, which opposod the naval policy
of the Liberal Government of that
time, asserted that such a policy
meant conscription. Meeting the as-
sertion, I gave the public frequent
assurance that under no circumstanc-
es would conscription follow the
adoption of our poticy. Again and
again after the outbreak of the pre-
sent war I insisted that conscription
should not be introduced in Canada.
Such was my position when the Gov-
ernment reversed its attitude, and,
without warning, introduced the Mili-
tary Service Act. -

Is Against uvoercion.

“To force such a drastic measurs
upon a people thus unprepared, and
against repeated assurances to the
contrary, was neither wise nor pru-
dent nor effective. It may bring men
to the ranks. but it will not infuse
into the whole body of the nation
that spirit of enthusiasm and deter-
mination which is more than half the
battle. It will create and intensify
division where unity of purpose is-es-
sential. .

T am anly tnn weall awnra that ¢ha

met with universal acceptance, even
in the party to which I belong, but
even yet I hold that to coerce when
persuasion has not been attempted
is not sound policy, and in this I ap-
peal to the impartial judgment of all
Canadians.

Still Wants Referendum.
“In combatting the policy of con-
scription, all that I asked was that a
measure of such moment should not

be enforced by Parliament without an
appeal to the people. I supported a
referendum for the reason that the
referendum is the most advanced and
the most modern method of consulta-
tion of the people, without the com-
plications {nseparable from a gen-
eral election. A referendum had also
been asked on this very question by
organized Labor, My request was
denied.

“I appeal with great confidence to
the fair judgment of the country that
the introduction of conscription at
this juncture and {n the manner
above described was a grave error, if
it Is remembered that the supreme
object should have been and still
should be to bring all classes of the
community to hearty co-operation in
the task which we assumed.

Wealth Not Conscripted,
“A fundamental objection to the
Government's policy of conscription
{8 that it conscripts human life only,

and that it does not attempt to con-
script wealth, resources, or the ser-
vices of any persons other than those
who come wihin the age limit pre-
scribed by the Military Service Act.
This is manifestly unjust. The fnan
who come within the age limit pre-
vices and to risk his life in his coun-
try's defence is éntitled to first con-
sideration. Those dependent upon
him, and who spare him from their
midst, are the next most deserving of
the State's solicitude and care. A
pelicy which will accord first place to
the soldier and the sailor in the con-
cern of the State will, I believe, bring
forth all the men necessary to fight
its battles without the need of re-
course to conscription. If returned to
power I should adopt such a policy.

Would Seek Ablest Men.

“My tirst duty will be to seek out
the ablest men of the country, men
of organizing capacity as well as
men representative of all classes in

the community, and invite them, .ir-
respective of what it may involve In
the way of sacrifice of their personal
interests, to join with me in the for-
mation of a Cabinet whose first ob-
ject will be to find the men, money,
and resources hecessary to insure the
fullest measure of support to our
heroic soldiers at the front, and to
enable Canada to continue to the
very end to do her splendid part to
win the war.

Suspend M. 8. Act. .,

“As to the present Military Service
Act, my policy will be not to proceed
farther under its provisions until
the people have an opportunity to
pronounce upon it by way of a re-
ferendum. I pledge myself to forth-
with submit the Act to the people,
and with my followers to carry out
the wishes of the majority of the
nation as thus expressed.

Voluntary Recruiting Appeal.

“I would at the same time organ-
ize and carry out a strong appeal
for voluntary recruiting, It is a fact
that cannot be denied that the vol-
untary system, especially in Quebec,
did not get a fair trial, and a fair
trial would receive from a generous
people a ready response which would
bring men to the ranks with good-
will and enthusiasm, and would
eliminate from our political life one
of its most harrowing problems, as
no loyal Canadian can view without
the gravest apprehension a dispirited
Canada at this critical hour of our
history.

“To these views it Is no answer to
say, as is now often sald, that we
must have conscription or quit. This
statement is falsified by a recent and
conclusive example. Australia re-
jected conscription and Australia did
not ‘quit’ Australia is still in the
tight under the. voluntary system.

Would Organize Nation.

“Fach year has rendered incréas-
ingly apparent the necessity of organ-
izing the nation, in order that, so far
as may be possible, the resources and
population of Canada in their en-
tirety may be made of service in the
successful prosecution of the war.
To-day, under the exhaustion the war
has caused in the old world, Great
Britain and her allies are appealing
as never before for more food, more
ships and more coal. No country
has vaster resources than Canada to
supply these imperative require-
ments. What Is needed Is vigorous
efforts to further an unlimited pro-
duction. To meet this existing need
I am prepared, in addition to the
measures already outlined, to take
what further steps may be necessary
to increase double and quadruple the
output of. all that may be necessary
for marching and fighting armies.

Enlisting In Quebec.
“Mr. Crothers, Minister of Labor,
speaking recently at St. Thomas, de-
cleared that ‘if Quebec had done her

duty as thé other Provinces we
should never have required the Mili-
tary Service Act.

“If enlisting in Quebec was not on
a par with enlisting in the other. Pro-
vinces, on whom does the responsi-
bility rest? On whom but the Borden
Government, whose Quebec members
openly, strenuously and persistently
preached the Nationalist doctrine of
‘No participation by Canada in Im-
perial wars outside her own terri-
tory.”

The Election of 1911,

“That doctrine, first put forth in
the riding of Drummond-Arthabasca
in the autumn of 1910 by the whole
Nationalist body, including two of
the present Quebec Ministers, won
the election for them. In the general
elections of 1911, reciprocity in Que-
bec was not the main issue; the main
issue was the naval policy of the late
Administration, which was bitterly
assailed by the same men on the
same doctrine of ‘No participation by
Canada in Imperial wars outside her
territory.! And such doctrine, taught
on the-hustings, circulated by the Na-
tionalist press at the expense of the
Conservative organization, had a
powerful influence in educating the
public against the participation by
Canada in Imperial wars outside her
territory. The first result was at the
polls, when the Liberals won 38 seats
and the Conservative and Nationalist
alliance won 27, the popular vote be-
ing even more evenly divided, the
Liberals polling 164,281 votes and the
Conservative - Nationallst alliance
159,299. The second result was when
the war breke out and a call was
made by the Government for volun-
teers. They reaped what they had
sown. There was one-half of the
Province which they had educated to
reject such an appeal.

Care of Returned Soldiers.

“The greatest service that-can be

rendered the brave men who have
first elaim upon our cratitude and

. . T R |
viéws which I here present have not

has been in several actions.

THE COMMANDER AND HIS SHIP PET.
Commodore Tyrwhitt's locky black cat. The cat lives in his flagship and

\

sympathy is to replace them in civil
lfe. How to do that in the way best
calculated to enable each man to be-
come, if possible self-sustaining is
a task that will call for the display
of all that is noblest and best in the
Canandian people.

“In a vast number of cases re-edu-
cation and technical training will be
necessary., In these cases patience
and generosity on the ‘part of the
State, combined with sympathetic
understanding, practical expericnce
and scientific knowledge on the part
of those whom the State will call in
to aid its efforts, will go & long way
toward helping the returned soldler
to overcome the handicaps of war.

“If we but set ourselves resolutely
to this task its accomplishment would
be hastened by the hearty co-opera-
tion of every man who has been on
gervice overseas. But there is an-
other duty devolving upon us, the
discharge of which should precede
that above-mentioned: the measures
now in force for the maintenance,
care, and comfort of the soldiers’
dependents nnd families are not ade-
quate or equitable. In an effort to
rectify this state of affairs and to
emphasize its policy that the nation’s
obligations to the soldlers and thelr
dependents must be discharged by
the nation, and not through the me-
dium of public benevolence or char-
ity. Mr. Copp, member for West-
moreland, at the last session of Par-
liament, during the congideration of
the Military Service Bill, moved this
thoughtful resolution:

Necessity for Action.

wrhat the further constderation of
this bill be deferred until such ade-
quate provision has béen made for

the dependents of soldiers enlisted
for overseas as will remove the ne-
cessity for raising momney by public
subscription.”

“The resolution was opposed by the
Government and the motion for its
adoption was defeated. But the ne-
cessity for action still exists, and
prompt action must be taken to put
the soldiers and their dependents
beyond any possibility of want afiter
public subscriptions have ceased and
the glamor and excitement of the
war have worn away. In order to be
effective, to satisfy the public con-
geienge and to secure that acqui-
escénce in a verdict which should be
the last ‘“word on all questions sub-
mitted to the people, a general elec-
tion should be an appeal to the elec-
torate such as it exists under the
law.

Condemns Election Act.

«wThe Government has <discarded
that fundamental principle of the in-
stitutions of a free people. It has
designedly altered the sanctity of the
franchise; by choking discussion, by
ruthlessly using the closure it has
deliberately manufactured a f.ra.n-
chise with which it hopes to win a
victory at the polls, & passing victory
for itself, a permanent injury to the
country.

“This Act, inown as the War-times
Election Aoct, is a blot upon every iq-
stinct of justice, honesty and fair
play. - It takes away the franchise
from certain denominations whose
members from anclent times in Eng-
lish history have been exempt from
military service, and tho in Great
Britain never were, and'ars not now,
denied their rights of citizenship.

“[t takes away the franchise from
men whom we invited to this coun-
try, to whom we promised all the
rights and privilegés of our citizen-
ship, who trusted in our promises
and who became under our laws
British subjects and Canadian citi-
zens. They are thus humiliated and
treated with contempt under the pre-
tence that being born in enemy
countries, in Germany and Austria,
 they might be biased in favor of their
native country and against their
adopted country. The assumption is
false in theory and might easily be
so demonstrated. It is sufficlent to
observe that it is also false in fact.
There hag not been any current of
emigration from Germany to Canada
during the last twenty years, and as
to Austrla, almost the total number,
perhaps nine-tenths of the emigrants
from that country, were mot from
Austria proper, but from those Slav
Previnces hgld by force by Austrla,
and whose sympathies are strong and
deep apainst her, and for the allies.

“Women Are Electors.”

“Tt gives the franchise to some wo-
men and denies it to others. All those
whose wprivilege it is to have near re-
latives amongst the soldiers will be
voters. The right will be refused to
all those not so privileged, though
thelr hearts are just as strong in the
cause, and though they have worked
{ncessantly for it. Moreover, in five
Provinces of the Dominion—namely,
Ontarlo, Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
Alberta and British Columbia—wo-
men have been admitted to the fran-
chise. According. to the terms of the
Dominlon law, which no sophistory
can blur, being electors In the Pro-
vince, women are electors in the Do-
minion. The Act .of last session
snrtehes away that right from them.

«wrhe Act is viclous In principle
and Is equally viclous in its enacting
disposition. We have {n most of the
Provnces of the Dominion a regular
system of preparing the voters’ lists,
and against that system no complaint
has been 1\9«1‘6 during the last twen-
ty vears. 'That system is also east

‘|aside, nand lists are to he prevared by

an army of so-called enumerators,
whose work must be done in haste,

time, and with all doors wide open
for errors,” confugion and frauds.

Liberals in Union Government.

“The Liberal members of the re-
constructed Goyvernment have put
mantle of their respectability upon
this nefarious Act. as well as upon
the Canadian Northern Railway Act,
and upon many others agalnst which
they strongly protested, and from
which their presence in the Govern-
ment cannot remove the dangerous
and indefensible character,

“Such legislation 13 repugnant to
every sense of justice cnd right. 1t
has for its object und for its effect
to discourage and to stifie the free
expression of the will of the people
and to make Parliamentary govern-
ﬂlcnt a mere name witliout the real-

Y.

Appeals for Candidates.
A bold attempt is being made to

systematic elimination of Liberal
candidates from the field. It iz my
duty to appeal to all. the friends of
political freedom In every consti-
tuency to-organize at once in order
to defeat such a conspiracy. Let the
masses unite and select their own
standard- bearers.
The Laurfer Cabinet.

s*Should I be called upon to form
a Goyernment I would hope to in-
clude in, it representatives of busi-
ness, of labor and of agriculture, of
the men whoese sole object in dealing
with the affairs of the country will
be to devote the whole resources,
wealth and energy of the country to
the winning of the war. It can only
be done by honest agreement
amongst all the different elements
and interests of the country. I
would hope to have a Government
representative of the masses of the
people,, of the common people, whose
guiding principle should be to de-
fend them against organized privi-
lege which has heretofore had far
too much control over the govern-
ment of the country. In this elec-
tion it 18 my desire that the common
people should have opportunity of
expressing themselves in a free and
untrammeled manner at the polls so
that thelir views may obtain in the
new Parliament, and I trust that in
every constituency candidates repre-
sentative of this pollcy may be nom-
inated so that the people can vote
for them.

Whatever Verdict May Be.
* “These considerations I now place
before my fellow-countrymen of all
creeds and of all origins for their
appreciation and judgment. I have
deemed it my duty more than ever
perhaps In the course of my long
public life to speak frankly and un-
equivocally upon the problems that
now confront us.” Tha obtalning or
the retention of office is at all times
only a secondary consideration. In
this election the supreme end is to
assist In the tremendous struggle in
which we are’ engaged, to maintain
the unity of the nation, to avold the
division and discord which, for
many years Kkept in check, are now
unfortunately again looming up dan-
gerous and threatening, to resolutely
face the economic situation.with the
view of avoiding and lessening pri-
vation and sufferings, which should
not exist in a country so richly en-
dowed by nature as our country.
Whatever may be the verdict at the
polls I will accept it, neither elated
by v'ictory nor downhearted by de-
feat.”

FOE'S RETREAT NIARKS
END OF LONG BATTLE

Fight for the Ladies’ Road
Lasted Almost Continuously
for Six Months.

London, Nov. 5.—Reuter’s corres-
pondent at French headquarters
telegraphed yesterday:

“The German retreat from the
Chemin-des-Dames marks the end of
one of the great battles of the war.
It began on April 19, when the
French reached the crest overlook-
ing the former German position
down to the banks of the Aisne
and the enemy communications {n
the Alllette valley. It ended yes-
terday after six months of almost
continuous fighting. It lasted longer
and cost more lives than the battle
cf Verdun.

“The Germans will, of course, say
they abandoned the ground volun-
tarily in order to husband their
men. The truth is that since Oc-
tober 23, when the Zouaves stormed
nfalmaison fort. the Germans lostand
abandoned twenty miles of the Hin-
denburg line. )

“To retain thls section of the
¢ront, stretching from Laffaux to
Craonne, the Germans provoked over
twenty battles and almost as many
times they accepted battle forced
on them by the French. They en-
gaged in scores of minor opera-
tions and suffered casualties to be
numbered by the hundreds of thou-.
sands. .

Judge Galt Leaves for Montreal.
Winnipeg, Nov. 5—Justice Galt
feft on Saturday for Montreal to con-

whose powers are arbi‘rary, with no
es R LTt ba ha aviemeleadl To Awee

sult, at the suggestion of local phy-

siminne, Tith o noted eve eperinlict,

silence the voice of the people by a.



