KITCHENER RIOT
BROKE UP PREMIER
BORDEN'S MEETING
SATURDAY NIGHT

Organized Demonstration Pre-
vented Sir Robert From
Addressing Gathering

/ Kitchener\ov. 26.—A" crowd of
youths and yotng men, many of them
‘dmwem and- military age,
6 galleries of. Kitchener's

biggest auditorium, the skating rink,
Saturday ‘night and refused to give
the Prime |Minister of Canada a hear-

tion for some days, prior to meeting,
fhat a warm time was in preparation
fgr Sir Robert und others who might
dttempt to speak with him.

The appeal of Mayor Gross for fair
play was greeted with mocking cries
of “We want Laurier” and “Down
with Conscription” and when his
Worship, driven to éXtremes threaten-
cd “arrest or something worse,” he
was met with yvells of defiance.

Mr. H. M. Mowat, K. (", the Un-
fonist candidate in Parkdale, Toronto,
was unable to speak for the uproar
of the crowd, shouting “Shut up” and
“8it down” and “Boo.” Sir Robert
himself fared no better. The Prime
minister upon rising was hailed with
lond cheers for' Laurier and  Euler.
the anti-conscription candidate in
North Waterloo, and counter cheers
or Borden.” He made an effort to
proceed, but could not be heard for
the din. Finally he gave it up.

Mayor Gross again appealed in vain
for order.

“I feel ashamed,” he satd. "and’lﬁ
chall certoinly feel Kitchener's repu-
tation has been lowered “if news is
flashed - broadesst  thronghout  the
Domonion that you refuse toive the
premier a hearing.”

It was evident for some time be-
fore the meeting that an organized at-
tempt wus to be made to prevent the
Premier and his followers from speak.
g, As carly as 7 o'clock u mob of
anti-conscriptionists, including sco
of youth who will be in the first

raft provided for by the - Military
\er\ho Act, mobilized at “a  pre-
meeting  and nur\d‘--l‘
xllruup.h the main streets cargying
aurier and Euler banners. “Laurier
will save us and democracy™ was the
wording of one banner, which was
torn to shreds by a handfu! of return-
ed soldiers in a clash in the busiest
part of the city. Another banner
read “Vote for Euler, common
people’s candidate.” This remained
intact until the meeting place was
reached.  Several returned soldiers
climbed into the gzalleries and tore
down the banner urginz the pvnplol
to vote for Eulex _and one or two \\'t‘r(-!
thrown out or arrested by the police;
including a Pole named Sam  Oras-
zeck, who had a loaded revobver and
bottle of whiskey in his pockets
hen searched at the police statjon.
“This has always been called a
good sporty town. it was always
siven everybody a chance,” declared |
W. G. Weichel, the Unjonist candidate.
“Why not give me a chance? The
rews will go from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. that you have insulted the
Prime Minister of the Dominion “of
Canada.”

Weichel finally got a hearing. He
safd h had been criticized for sup-
porting the soldiers’ bill. |

“Aye they vour friends?”
volce from the gallery.

“Yes, and 1 tell you If the soldiers
in France were not your friends you
would not be here to ask question
e retorfed. “1 have always said the
peopie of ~this ridirg are as  pat-
riotic as any in Canada,” said Mr.
Weichel, *

“We are to Canada”™ came back
from the gnllery

“The Militiax Act az amended by
Laurier in 1904 he said, “recognized
compulsory service."

“Not to go overseas though,” was
shouted by hecklers.

“What prompted the United States
0 go into the war?" b asked. |

“To save Morgan's millions” .came |
from the gallery.

Sir. Robert Borden did not make
nother attempt -to speak but held
1 reception on the platform after the
meeting which dispersed In an order-
¥ manner. Afterwards he told the,
mennonite delegation that they were
sxempted from -combafant service.
go returned to Toronto Sunday morn-
g, -
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