Canada and the New Government |

Some months ago we stated in an editorial

that {2 Canada had this war to go through over
agaln many things would be done differently.

War was an entireiy new undertaking for
this country, and owing to lack of experience
many things wers gone about in the wrong way.
Everybody xnows this now, because events have
heer Colng a good deal of impressive teaching.

After moro than three years of war, however,
Canada has learned a great deal, and the sen-
sible course for & practical people is to turn all
this dear-bought cxperience to account, make a
rew start, avoid or the future such mistakes as
iuve bLeen made, and repair as far as possible
the consequences of those errors which every-
vody now perceives were made. i

Thie greatest error of all couslsted in the sup-
position that a party Government could go right
on heing whisi pelities had made it—could go
right on through an interminable, gruelling and
desperate war being the very same party Gov-
crnment that it had been when Canadians had
iothing more serious than party politics to think
about. N

That was a mistake. It was impossible to
unite the whole people for war purposes while
the very leaders of the nation themselves put
par{y politics first.

The lesson experience Lad to tsach us has
boen learned. We have now a new Govérnment.
non-partizan, fucluding reépresentative men from
poth parties 1rom all the Provinces—except Que-
bee, which will not unite with the rest of Can-
ada in carryring on the war, but seeks alliance
with every disaffected group in the country that
wants (o hold back from participation in the
worl: Canadians have to do in the world.

It was criminally absurd that during a long
cad terrible war., while the country was bleed-
iag, national atfairs of life and deathi importance
should be adm!nistered along the lines of party
natronage.

Tiat has beer remedied. A new Government,
non-partizan, has been formed, and party pat-
1onage has been abolished in every way. We
heve an Administration formed for the period
of the war walch is to make the handlingy of the
war's problems its business, doing away eniirely
with all the influences of party pull and {+vor-
(tism. ¢

With one of our highly-organized political
nariies fn office, and the other ont, a situation




existed In which the party Government found it-
gelt under pressure to grant favors to all who
sougght them, or lose support which the rival
party would be glad to galn. We have a new
Government now, non-partizan, which, if the
great dulk of those people who ask no party
favers in the whole course of their lives will but
strongly support at this time, will give the covn-
try escape from a very evil system.

1t was a grievous thing thnat polities, pull,
favoritism, should work mischief in the admin-
istration of our army forces, here in Canada,
or overseasd in England or in France. Well, we
have a2 new Government now, non-partizan,
which has not only the opportunity but the in-
clination to make use of the experience three
years of war has given ug, to remedy this. and
clear away the consequences of it that have ac-
cumulated. No remedy for this or for anything
elsn of which our brave soldlers complain can
be found in electing a Government dominatel by
the anti-khaki forces tiroughout Canada, instend
of that new Union. Government which has been
formed here for the very purpose of improving
matters. With Gen. Mewburn here, Gen. Turner
in England, and Gen. Currie in France, and with
a non-partizan Government in Canada, it but re-
mains for this new Administration to be en-i
dorsed at+hie polls and the Quebec school of war
thought repudiated, and we shall see in Canada
the lessons leuzrned through years of war put to
practical uses.
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