An Open Letter On

the Duty of the Hour
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-Following are extracts from a letter by Rev. Dr.

From the Rev. Dr. Chown. T

Cfxdwn,

General Suaperintendent of the Meth_odist Church ;
Canada, which will appear this week in The Chripic

Guardian :— <

Having been asked for:advice as to how one should vote i,
the coming election, and publicly to give reasons for my opinion,
I will, with your permission, speak with all possibl_e _franlmm,

sincerity and dispassionateness.

At the present time the supreme issue of winning the wp,
so dominates the whole of Canada’s present and future life, ang
will s0 affect the relation of our country to the world at large,
that the old modes of political thought should be entirely super.
seded by loftier conceptions of patriotism, and our action u
voters should be determined, not by parochial but by world-wide
issues. The old bottles of party tradition must be burst with the
new wine of national duty. To look at the issucs to be decided
in this electicn through party spec{acles is like looking through o
seven by nine pane at our own garden plot, instead of looking, .
as we should, at the whole world problem through an no}.
structed plate glass window; it is o study the stars through th,

wrong end of the telescope.

PLEDGED BY WORDS AND
ACTS.

There was a breathless still-
ness in Canada for a moment
after Great Britain bared her
head to the mailed fist of the
Teuton. But in another mo-
ment, almost as one man, Can-

ada said, “Thank God, Great'

Britain is true to herself, and
God grant we may be true to
her.” Then we. sent thirty-
three thousand men in seven

weeks. We have sent hundreds '

of thousands since. We have
spent millions upon millions of
money, and are pledged, not
only by words, but by acts, to
the last man and the last dollar.
If we fail now, we fail to carry
out a contract which is sealed
by the blood of thousands of
- our soldiers.

A REDEMPTIVE WAPR.

This 1s a redemptive jvar, aud
it= success depends entircly upon
thie height of sacrifice to which
our pcople can ascend. It is un-
der this conviction that ministers
of the Gospél feel in duty hound
to enter the political arcna. He
who fears to express his convic-
tons at this hour is akin to the
slacker who would like to do his
duty if his cowardice did not tell
him it might cost him something,
Wo shall fail, and fail lamentably,
as Christinn people unless we
catch the martyr spirit of true
Christianity ang@ do our sacrificial
duty between now and on the 17th
of December. But if we do fail,
I, for one, will never be sorTy that
Y. tried to bear aloft the barner of
the Cross amidst the thickest fight.

WILL BE WON BY NERVE.

This war will bo won by the
people who can keep their nerve
longest, It {8 a contest of moral
power, without which physical
force will be found insufficient. If
the Union Government is turncd
out of office, ft will show that
Canada has not the determination
to go on, and this fact will cause
our cnemijes to  rejoice and
triumph over us, and our - friends
to grleve to the very heart, -

‘We may be sure of this, nlso,
that when any nation concludes
that it has done all it shoulg be
expected to do in u righteous
ciuse and calls a halt, ns Russin
aid, dry rot sets in and confusfon
follows. I cannot bear to contem-
plate the confusion which would
confront Canadian lifo if the pol-
icy of “done enough” should he
accepted by the mafority or
electors.

THE DEMOCRATIC WAY.

¥or thesc and other reasons Y
bave been led to accept the policy
of counscription or the seclective
draft. X am not a new convert to
the idea. Long before it was
adopted by any party in Canada Y
publicly expressed miy approval
of that plan., I believed then, ag
[ belicve now, that undcer any con-
ditions it is the fafrest, most
democratic, most expeditions and
least expensive method of rafsing
un army in this country, and un-
der the present conditions it s the
only possible way of fulfllling our
obligations to Christian clvillzn.
ton. I also believe that, soclally
considered, it is the most moral
and profoundly religious incthod
of doing our nationsl duty.

TAKE WEALUTH AILSO,

Of course I belicve it should be
accompanied by conscription of
wealth, and the direction of the
sexrvice of those who stay at home
for the strength and support of
those who go abroad in our name,
It the whole of onc man'’s life is
drafted, the wealth of another,
which can represent but a portion
of his life, should surely he made
available for.the strength and de-
fence of the State; and if democ-
racy as 8 whole should do its best,
every unit of which i¢ is composed

1

must be used to the greatest al.
vantage in such an faIergency ay
this. . We must, as “mecmbers one
of another,” serve according 1o
our greatest efficicncy. It s fm.
moral to take the protection of the
State and make nc contrihution
towards protecting oibers,

MUST PUT THE NATION FIRST,

T Lknow that conscription {3 s
most diflicult programme to ’
out to tho satisfaction of iothery
and fathers who have boys of
military age, and who have re
mu-erative worlkk for them to da
Encit parent emphasizes his ong
personal need, and {3 apt to re.
.sent the interference of the law
withh his peace and prosperity. I
tlds personal view were permittod
to prevail, it would deadlock any
scheme for obtnaining recruits, If
we are to go forward at all, wa
must sink personal demand far be.
low the level of thoe public need,
and trust the Government, to see

that & most difficult task is per.
formed in the most impartial way
possible.  Tho assurances of the
Minister of Militin that he would
sce to the honorable discharge of
any young men actually working
on farms, and willing to go back
to increase production, must re
move all objection to conscription
in the minds of our patriotic farm.
ers. Other employments neces
sary to the welfare of the coun-
try in time of war will be safe
guarded, and T believe that when
the conscription tribunals have
done their work it will commend
itself to every unprejudiced mind

DUTY TO UNION LIBERAIR

A3 Canadian  cltizens it would
be vile ingratitude if we forsook
the members of the Government
and other Ydberals who left their
party so that Cannda might be
united in this supreme struggle.
They have staked their future up-
on the only policy that will keep’
Capada jn the was and save her
from disgrace. It is already esh
dent from the osiracism  visited
upon them by the partisan pres
that they have forfeited the favor
of many of their former supe
porters. It is significant that Hon
N. W. Rowell, who a few days ago
was the honored Ieader of the Tib.
cral party of Ontario, and whos

record is without a stain, [s now
charged. with political degeneracy.
because he  has done the most
patriotic thing any Canadian could
do. Yion. F. B. Carvell, the watch-
dog of Parlinment, the sworn and
active foe of cvery species of graf-
ter, is deliherately charged with
Joining a Government formed teo

favor the big interests. .

To permit such patriots tn be
defeated would doom  all  inde-
pendence of political thought and
action in Canada, and forge the
shackles of biind partisanship up-
on us, with {ts accompaniment of
corrupt patronage uand all that
such n system entalls for gencrs-
tions to come. Now is the tims
for Canadn to strike for freedom
from the system of political
grafting,

GITP TOGITIER,

Why cannat we get tozvether tn
Canada? Distrust, horn of partl-
san sclfishness, §s the root of oor
tronble. Tt ¢s safd the majority
of the members of the Govern-
ment are followers ot Str Robard
Borden. But what Aifference
would 1t malke If we were not still
stndving party interest or ndvan-
tage? T would be eatisficd in
sitch a time gy this if cvery mem-
bher of the Government were a Lib-
ernl, or If every Cabinct Minister
were o Conscrgative, or {f they all
belonged to neither party, <o long
as they would keep Cannda in her

trun  place In the rvanks of the
Allies.
Among  the differences arfdng

in this contest which every lnt(‘ﬂll'
ment clector musg grasp and d('d(;
for himself or hersclf §s the rw? -
bility of aonc Provinee (lnmlnu} nz
the whole of Canada. Tt may .
anticipated that if Sir “llf}’}l
Lauriler §5 returned to power “‘)'u:
a very strong following from & .
Provinee of Quehec, they will |{B‘.
a too dectsive influence in the ('OI;
ernment of ‘the Dominion. o
Canada, Sir Wilfrid's I"Tt'l:lw .
Canadian orgun, informs us oM

“the Catholic populstion ln_; .

berta seems unanimous fn SUP- -
porting Laurier in this cic"lwfér

There is evidently grave dul‘l.m

lest one type of relizion »hrmce

obtain a prrpondcnulng lnﬂuclt'_m

in the councils of the Governm

of Canada.

Y find T have written at L_:redl::;”
length than I had fntended, .
my excuse is the persuasion T (‘:‘m'
not repress of tae immonse "
portance of the  jssue of

struggle. S, . CHOWN.
Torontn, December 7. 1817 o
‘tssued by the Uniopist Public™

:Committee. !



