NEW YEAR'S DAY AT
LOCAL ARMORIES

Various Regimental Functions
Yesterday Had a Distinctly
War-Time Flavor
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Five 0.C.’s and ex 0.C.'s of
Highlanders Presen at Re.
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Five commanding officers and ex-
commanding officers of tl.e ath RO}'&]
Highlanders of Canada and its war
regiments Joined at a juncheon at the
regimental armory on Bleury street
vesterday afternocon after the New
Year's receptions. They included three
who had seen overseas service, one
brigadier-general, two officers who
had won the D.S.0., and five officers
who had ried to serve oOvVerseas,
Those at the luncheon were: Brig.-

General F. O. W. Loomis, D.SO.,
commanding the 2nd Division, C.E.F.,
in Francee, home on leave, I14.-Col
Peers Davidson, who organized and
took overseas the 42nd Battalion,
R.H.C.; Li1-Col. G. Eric McCualg,
D.8.0., commanding the 13th RHC.
in France, home on leave;, Lt.-Col. C.
N. Monsarrat, 0.C., ith- - R.H.C.;
and Lt.-Col. W. D. Birchal), of the
S5th R.H.C. It was a regimental func-
tion unique In the annale of the
Montrea! CGarrvison, and the officers
spent much time discussing old times
and the war activities of those who
had been overseas, as well as the me-
mory of 1a.-Col. G, §8. Cantlie and
other officers of the 5lh nOw on war
service, . :

While the ecustomary hospitality
was in order at the Highlanders' Ar-
mory, it was evident that the war
had laid a heavy hand on the regi-
ment, although the absence of many
famillar faces was recompensed by
the visits of a number of officers
who had won their spurs in face of
the foe and were now back, either
on leave or permanently. Amongst
these were Lieut. Magor, D.S.C, of
the Royal Naval Alr Service, who
went overseas with a Highland bat-
talion and transferred to the air ser-
vice, winning his decoration for .al-
lantry in bringing down an enemy
craft; Capt. J. W. Yuile, who went
overseas with the 42nd; Lideut. W. M.
Birks, who went overseas with the
42nd; Capt. Chat, Stevena and Capt.
K (. Strachan, of the 4ind, now with
the British recruiting mission in the
United States, and Capt. J. W, Ross,
of the' 13th. LA i

The same evidence of war service

apparent in the Sergeants’ Mess,
here the customary New Year's re-
ception was held, while a number of
officerse and men wore the pgold
stripes and breast ribbons that in-
dicated wounds received in action
and honors won for gaillant service,

PRIDE OF SERVICE.

The whole reception was a4 notable
and serious one, full of the pride of
service, coupled with the pleasure of
reuniong of many old friends. An es-
pecially warm welcome was accorded
Brig.-Gen. Loomis and It.-Col. Me-
Cualg, both of whom have recently
returned from the front, and will soon
go back to France, They were given
generous honors at the Officers’ Mess,
and greeted with cheers when, In
company with La.-Col. Monsarrat and
other officers, they paid the tradi-
tional call on the Sergeants’ Maess.

Earller in the day the sergeants
had sent a delegation, headed by Re-
gimental Sergt -Major Hiller, to
convey the greetings of the N.C.O's
and men to the officers, when the
vigsiting delegates gave a rousing
cheer for CGeneral Loomis, 14.-Col
MeCuoalg and the other Highland of-
ficers from the front. Both pipe and
brass bands were on duty during the
morning.

There was the same alr of serious
hosnitality and evidence of vears of
war service at all the armories. Most
of the regiments had their officers
and men who had sgeen sgervice at
the front, many with marks of their
wounds still in evidence and on all
gides particular honor was paid these
officers and men.

The celéebration of New Year's at
the armories was a more exclusively
military affair than almost at any
time in the past, Men in ecivillan
clothes were very few, and most of
these were old soldiers now on the
Resorve of Officers, Although a few
civilans paid calls at various regi-
ments. most of these wore mourning
badgés for sons who had paid the
st sacrifice of duty. There was
less Interchange of visits amongst
the regiments than in past years,
mogt of the valls being of an offi-
cin]l nature, with deputations of offi-
cers and N.C O's sent to convey good
wishes to their mmradea‘ of other
units

As usual the series of New Year's
receptions 'and calls began at the
Military Headquarters on  Bishop
gtreet, where Major-General E. W,
Wilson, C.M.G., GOC., assisted Dby
4.-Col. Hill, G.8.0,, Col. W. J. Ste-
wart and other officers of the head-
quarters staff, received at his offices
from 10 until noon. During the twy
hourg Gener:l Wilson was kept busy
greeting an incessant stream of call-



ers, incluoding the commanding and
other officers of every unit in the

Vaslzing | Evans, while
shortly afterwards Major the Rev. C.
A. Williams, Chief Recruiting Offi-
cer, arrived.

Others of the hundreds of callers
included a number of representatives
of Veterans' Association, the Reserve
battalions and other officers on the
Reserve, while a well-known officer
froan the north was 14.-Col. W. L
Daie, who was for some time Provost
Marshal here, but has for a year or
more past been at Kapuskasing, in
charge of a series of internment
camps for Germans. I1t.-Col. Date
remarked that the prisoners had been
getting a good insight into what a
Canadian winter might mean during
the past month, with temperatures
running far below zero. Although he
had a number of exceedingly danger-
ous Prussians amongst his prisoners,
there had been no difficulty during
the winter.

Lieut.-Col. MecIntyre and a delega-
tion of officers from St. John's &ls0
came into town for the day, and call-
ed on the G.0O.C., and other regiment-
a! headquarters.

STREAM OF CALLERS.

A constant stream of callers also
visited the headquarters of the I1st
Depot Battalion, and the 79th Bat-
tery, C.E.F., at Guy Street Barracks,
where Lieut.-Col. M. A. Piche and
Major MeConkey, with the other of-
ficers, greeted their guests. Similar
hospitality was in evidence at the
Peel Street Barracks, where Lieut.-
Col. Daly~Gingras, DS.O.,, and the
officers of the Ind Depot Battalion,
received an especially large number of
returned officers.

At the Grenadier Guards the band
was also out, and for several hours
in the meorning plaved selections on
the drill floor, while the officers and
N.C.0.'s receiveg their guests. Lieut.-
Col. W. I. QGear, with Lieut.-Col
John C r and Lieut.-Col, I. P.
Rexford, and a number of other offi-
cers, including several who had seen
overseas service, received their guests
;with the usual Grenadiers’ hospital-
ty.

Lieut.-Col. de Tonnancour, with
Lieut.-Col. T. J. Ostell and other of-
ficers, extended “bonne et heureuse
annee,” to all comers at the &5th Ar-
mory, honored guests being Lieut.-Col.
Edouvard Leprohon and other officers
who had war records with the 22nd,
and other regiments.
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