MANITOBA TO HAVE
CIVIL SERVICE ACT

Dr. Adam Shortt on Way West
to Draft Mecasure—Will be,
Passed This Session.

As a4 result of yvesterday's seosion
of the legisluture it s now known
that Manitobit Is soon to have i civil

service commissioner and that a Civil

service net will be passed, based on
the Briush Colambia act, which pro-
vides for a  one-muan  commisslion.
Prof. Adam Shortt, of Ottawa, who
drufted the British  Coluinbia act
about an vear ago, I8 now on the way
to Winnlpeg to help draft an aet for
this provinee which will contuin all
the best points of the British Colums
bin act and none of Ity defieiencles as
xhiown by the experience of o year,

The deebate on the speech from the
throne wus concluded yesterday and
Llie address in reply adopted.

A signiticant fuet was that  two

members of the governinent slde of
the house, who took part In the de-
bute, voiced strong approval “of o
minimum wage for women workers on
i baxiy which would ensatre a decent
livellhood, T'hese members were J. 1L
MeConnell, Hamlota, and R. 2N,
Lowery, North Winnipeg. They bhoth
supporteyd the prineiple of . dower
law for the protection of muarried
women, I . Ferley, Independent
member’ for (ilmli, spoke defending
the old bl-linguil system of pubile
schiool education and champloning the
Galiclun. workingmen who, he sald,
were unjustly eclassed as allea ene-
mies.
Mr. MpConnell, of llumiowa, in his
:IIlllrESH\[(.'ﬂmrl“lllﬁl’ll(‘d I, J. Dlaon,
Centre Winnipeg, uon the 1atter's logi-
cal address of the previous dny, but
wanted to know Mr. Dixon’s views ns
to the best method of winning the
war.

The révelation of the intentions of
the government as to clvil service
reform cume ns a result of corre-
ypondence which was tabled by Lion.
T. H. Johnson. The corresponence
lille began with a letter from Mr.
Johnson. then minister of public
works, diated Moy 12, 1917, nnd ad-
dressed to Dr. Shortt.  The létter
nsked for suggestions and advise as
1o civil service leglsintion. In ‘par-
ticulnr Mr. Johnson wanted to know
how to “nuike the commission inde-
pendent and Immune from any im-
proper control."”

Advice From Dr. Shortt.

Four days lafer Dr. Shortt replied,
suying: "“There Iy nu poussible method
except by a government, which is In
pirnest as-to uan independent and efll-
clent civil serviee, selecting for n
commissioner or commmissioners men
whose previous cuarcers'have rendered
Lhem falrly well known to the public
a8 persond of Independent chutucler
and godd, common  gense, Behindd
guch a commission the ministers may
ke refuge from ollhve seckers,” :

Dr. Shortt went on to say that sueh
n commission should be held strietly
Lo account amd that any grievances
should be promptly Investigated, |If
the grievances were sustained anid
were of a sufllclently serious ¢chgrac-
ter the commmissioner or commission-
el's should be dispoused of. Such a
cominission could co-operate with the
ministers. As to the method of se-
lecting the commissioner, Dr. Shortt{
intimuted ., thnt some authorlties
thought that superior court judges or
2 special hoard should dJdo this, but
he thought thiat superfluous where n
povernment trusted itself and was
trusted by the people. .

On Dee. 27, 1017, Mr, Johnson wrote
to P’rof, Shortt saying: “Our govern-
ment hus declded to introduce al the
fortheoming session a Clvil Servico
pet, und we have all studied more or
less the bhill whiceh you prepared for
the DBritish Columbian legisinture about
L yeur ugo. You are the one to whom
we naturally turn in connection with
mattery of this kind.” '

Mr, Johnson went ‘on to sav in his
letter that he thought ft would he
better If Dr: Shortt would come to
Winnilpeg and suggest such changes
in the British Columbin act us ex-
pericnee and the added knowledge of
a year's research would suggest to
him.

On the order:'paper was i request
of 1. A. Talbot's for a return as to nll
correspondence in regard to super-
annuantion of ejvil service servants or
any blll relating to clvil service. This
had been on the order paper for sev-
eril days, and Mr. Johnson, remark-
ing on the hesitnncy of Mr. Talbot to
muke the motion, suggested that the
correapondence with Dr, Shortt cov-
ered at least part of the ceturn asked
for. ‘U'he DBritlsh Columblia act pro-
vides for; one commigsloner of clvil
service. it was the most efliclent act
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ayro, and it Is expected that the Mani-

tobir measure will be a little better,
An Unusual Procedure.

A peculiar incldent of yesterday's
sesslon of the legisinture was the
actlon of . A, Talbat, La Verandrye,
in moving for the suspension of the
rules and that the house grant leaye
of absence to the three soldier-memn-
be¢rs oversens. This is usually left for
the fIrst minister and is done at any
time during the sesslon,  Premler
Norris has been absent for the week.

Hon. T. 1ll. Johnson -:protested
against the motion being accepted,
and safd that while he thanked Mr.
Talbot for his tender =olicitude the
government had not lost sight of the
matter and that it would be attended
to In due forin.

The speaker refused to accept the
motlon mude by Mr. Talbot.

Before the orders of the day wero
citlled, Hon. T. H. Johnson referred to
. J. Dixon's references of the previ-
ous day to the alleged trealment
nicted out to conscientivus objectors.
e (Mr. Johnson) had known nothing
about the matter at that time. He



had made inquiries and had found out
that a thorough Investigition was
under way., Ile thought the house
could properly defer judgment until
the result of the Inquiry had been
ngcertained.

Debate on Address.

J. I, McConnell, HHamiota, resumed
the debate on the address. Ile re-
ferred to the changes that had oc-
curred in the house since 1914, There
was n sihdness in regard to some ot
the changes due 1o the war. lle
| thought the- dlscussions of the house
should he serlous and not merely poll-
tical. Al energles should he diregted
toward the one great end of winning
the war. One groat lesson to be
learned was that of national thrift,

Mr. McConnell (eelared that the
Manitoba Temperance et was <
“God-send” to thé province. IIe had
knowledge of many homes now pros-
perouy under the severe war condi-
tions that were not happy under the
old conditions.

Legislation for Womaen.

Mr.-McecConnell declared-in favor of

a minlmum wuage for women, Ieualso
urged that there should be a dower
law for wWlves. There were lots ~of
womenn -in the province who needed
protection from bad husbands, he satd,
He wds sure that all the husbands-in
the province were not nlce vnes like
those In the legislature daughter).

Mr. MeConnell paid a high tribute
to the work of the edueation depart-
ment ay shown by thc report of the
minister, lHon. Dr. R. 8, Thornton,

Referring to I'. J., Dixon's speoeh
the previous=day, Mr. McConnell suald
It wus marked by a lot of common
sense, but he would like to hear the
member for Winnipeg Centre, Sceat B,
declare just what were his views on
winning the war., Mr. Dixon was a
representative of Labor, and in the
old land the Labor party was taking
n foremost part in presenting a front
ungainst the enemy. _

Aliecns Will Not Work.

Speaking of the farm help situation,
Mr. McConnell said that young alien
enemles would not help the farmers
in the winter tune at a fair wage,
'TThese young mien would work in the
summer for high wages, but they
would not work all the, year round.
The farmers were willing to do thelr
part Iin helping the country and were
preparing their plans Tor i big year's
production. He thought the young
men referred to should be made to
realize thelr duty,
- ) | \lcCunncll\ syvmpathized with
the provineinl treasurer In the ardu-
ous task thrust upon him in trylng to
strajighten out the tangled financial
conditions left by the previous ad-
minilsteation, The provineial treasurer
way belng criticized for Hnding it ne-
CUsSsUry to secure moeney to complete
it building started by the previous
adminlstration the foundations of
which had been found to be rotten
and which had to be repalred at great
expense: Ar. McConnell thought such
criticlsm wholly unfair,

Fericy and Bi-Lingual Schools.

T. D. Ferley, Glimll, sald there was
not much to criticize the government
forr but there was an c¢xcuse to offer
suggcestions. \

As w Hon., Dr. Thornton's report
on education, Mr. [ferley yuestioned
the statement that the abolitlon of
the bi-lingual systemr had improved
conditions. lle thought the progress
was sdue tu “other administrative
causes. lIle knew of cases where the
foreign children did better under Q@
teacher who knew thelr mother-
tongue. Chlldren toolt adviuitage of i

teacher who did not know thelir!

mother-tongue, and cungequently the
morality of such a school was low-
ered. Mr. Ferley declared that he dud
not question the statement that the
“foreigners” were anxious to iecarn the
IEnglish language. 'This was true, but
they alsu wanted to learn their
mother-tQngue. .

Mr. lFerley sald there were some
spies and, some real alien enemies
among the forelgn-born people in

Canadia, but these were not found

among the working people. Many‘in-
nocent pcople had been treated harsh-
Iy as alien enbmies. Mr. IFFerley went
on to critlelze the War T'imes Klee-
tion act, saying that It had disfran-
chised many pcople unjustly. As to
conscription of allen labor, Mr. Ferleyv
declared that (the Galicians did not
deserve such Lreatment. They were
loyal to the Dorninion, and a majority
of them had purchased Victory bonds,
Mr. Iferley urged that an act be
passed prohiblting Implement agents
from taking a mortgage on the [arin-
crs’ belongings other than the ma-
chinery sold. Ile alleged that poor
farmers of forelgn birth were some-
times sadly tleeced in this way.
Lowery Endorses Recont Acts.
R. N. Lowery, North Winnipeyg,
Seat A, began by paying a tribute to
Robert Jacob, the new member for
North Winunipeg, Seat I3, who is yo¢t

toc be introduced to the house., Inf

endorsing tho government's action 1n
passing the Temperiince act and wo-
man’'s suffrage, Mr., Lowery warned
the member for Ste. Rose, Joséph
IHamelln, who was stlll {in doubt as

to the latter, that the Iladles would |!
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‘nequit themselves well at 'the next
eleatipn and probably not to h!n-llklng
(Jaugliter).

My Lowery f:th:pd thc -principle of
o marrled womah's dower JAw., The
war had shown that tho women of
Canada were of a‘splrit and type
which desecrved the fullest equallty
and justice. .

$5 An Impossible Wage, _
- Regarding the minimum wage for
glirls, Mr, Lowery sald he agreegl that
no girl could Jlve In this city on $5 n
week and have a proper living. Lvory
working girl degervdd a falr wage
which would glve her a decent llvell-
hood and an opportunity for proper
recreation.

AMr. Lowery pralsed thc opernt[onl
of the Mothers' Allownnce nct.” -lt
wis being well administored, ha sald.

Mr. Lowers's speech closed the do-
bate on the address in reply to the
speech froin the throne, and the ad-
dress wus formally approved by the
houye.

Robert Jacob, tho nowly electctl'

North ‘.’Innlm} membear, will be
sworn In today or Monday, and will
takke hiy seat at the evenlng session
Monday. '

llon. Valentine Winkler Introduced
a bill to enable munlicipnlities to bor-
row llmited amounts of money for
seed graln purposes,

J. 1I. NMcConnell, Hamlota, Intro-
duced a bill respectihg the school dis-
tiict of Penrith No. 813.

The house added Dr. W. J. Hnrrl’ng-—
ton, Dauphin, to the agrlcultural com- |
mittee; T. D, Ferlev, Gimll, to theo
vommlltoe on mlml(.l]ml 'lﬂ.tlrs. and
R. N. Lowery, North Winnipeg, to the
law amendments committee.

The house andjourned until Monday
evening at 8 o'cloel:.
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