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IF UKRAINIA MAKES PEACE
RUSSIA IS GREAT LOSER

There 18 much more than passing |
interest for Canada in the re[mrl!
that the Ukraine has concinded a

Beparate peace with the Austrians
#nd Germans, The Ukraine is a scc-
tion of southwestern tussia  from

whence have come 250.000 people to
settle in Canada, mostly in the West,
where they are among the most

‘adaptable and enterprising of for-

elgn  peoples. They are locally
known as Ruthenlans, Galiclang or
Little Russiuns, and their arrival in
sheepsking  and  the scantiest  of
equipment 1s soon followed by Can-
adian clothing which, though per-
bhaps not so pleturesque, is part of
thelr rapld process of as fmilation.
The attention of the nresent writer,
While walking in Edmonton a few
years age, was drawn to w group of
young women,

Making Canndians of Them,
“What natlonality  do
they ure?” he wayg asked,
“Canadlan, of course.”

"‘\:Uv they are Guliciuns, two years
out.”

you think

- bowerful

power,

It was almost unbelievable, for
they wore the prevailing Ccanadian
clothing, were neat and attractive in
 #ppearance.

! On another day Gulician schooly
In Alberta were visited, und here the
 Young Russians of a shoet time be-
fore were struggling with the ng-
Hsh language and text-hools and
rapldly becoming Canadianized,
Thelr homes, likewise, showed the
making-over proc There were
the first erude huts of mud, then
More elaborite wooden buildings,
wnd often the thatehed roof of striow
“—pleturesyque as well as eeonomical
in w Jand whera straw is usually
burped.

Do Not Love Teatons,

Now the Ukraine is a Republie—
declared on November 24 last—and
apparently intends to conduct jtself
as it pleares, even to making peace
with Russti’s former cnemivs, Also
Important is the detachment of thig
great rich regton from NRussin itsell,
a loss which will make it fpossi-
Me for Ltussla to  remaln a jereat
The Ukratnian  population
in Europe, in an area  of 220,000
square mlles, is 30,000,000, of whom
five millfons are Austrians and the
bakince Russians.  Canadian immi-
aration has come largely from the
former.  “lBut they are npot Pros=
Austrian or pro-German,” The Win-
nipeg Freo 1're dech “They
ire for the Ukraine, that aneclent
Itepublic of the fourteenth century,
which was swallowed up by its more
nefighbors.  On the basty
of self-determination the Ukralnian
race occuplies territory In southeast-
ern Enrope greater than that of
Austria-Huneary, and far richer in
natural resources, Much as they
have fretted under Russian autoc-
racy, the Ukrainlans have no greats
or love for Austria, and they both
hate and fear Cermany. The Cene
tral powers recognize the right of
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the thirty milllon Ukralnians of
southwest Russia to erect them-
selves into a Republic. But they
deny the same right to the five mil-

lion Ukrainians or Ruthenians of
eastern Galicia and Bukowina.
There in lle the seeds of distrust

and feud. If from this war there
emerges o condition of peace giving

subject nationalities the right of
gelf-determination, then assuredly
Austria-Hungary will lose her two

Ruthenian provinces, and will find
on her flank a wealthy, courageous
and ambitious State, whose popula-
tion and resources will be but little
inferior to her own,

A Rich Territory.

In natural wealth the Ukralne
stands high, and it is little wonder
the envy of the Central powers It
uroused. Prof. Stefan Rudnitsky of
Lemberg University, in Galicia, has
written a pamphlet since the wu
hegan which tells Impressively of
the wealth of thls reglon. *“Russia
has become what she is owing tc
her possession of the Uk.alne,” hec
says. “The overwhelming predora-
inance of Russia in Europe cam only
be Lroken by separating the Ukralne
from its connection with the Russiar
State.”

In greater detail he points out:
“The Ukraine has 110,000 squa:c
Lilometres  of exploitable foresi
lands. Farming land in the Ukrainc
amounts to more than 45,000,000
heectares, or 32 per cent. of all the
farm land of European Russia, while
the total area of the Ukraine to that

of Russia is as one to six. Of the
total area of the Ukraine, §3 poe:
cent. is farmed; in  Europe, only

France hav a higher perecentage, 5+
per cent.  The annual production o
the Ukraine in wheat, rye and barle;
alone, in spite of very primltive me
« thods of exploftation, amounts t
“1:':0.000.000 aquintals, 650,000,000
"bushels, or one-third of Russia’s out
put. Other farm products are just a
generonsly abundant.  The suga
heet production of the Ukralne |
five-sixths that of all Russia.  An
of tobhaceo the Ukralne produce
over 700000 aquintals a yvear. It pos
s the Iarvest and finest orch
and vinevards of Russia. A
to stock-raising. the Ukraine ha
30.000.000 head of cattle, one-thir
of all Kuropean Russia; and she ha

aras

56 per cent, of Russia’s supply o
sheep, goats, plgs and poultry.”
Wealthy in Minerala

While the Ukraine s producin;

more grain than all Ganada, it occu
ples the same relative position t
the rest of Russia in iron, coal, ol
and other minerals. It furnishe
69 per cent. of Russian iron, 32 pe
cent. of manganese, which, Incident
ally, is one-sixth of the world's pro
duction of this metal. invaluable to
tempered steel, and especlally fo

gun and armor-plating foundries: a;
Russian mercury, 99 per cent. o
Russian anthracite, and so on. Th
ollflelds have heen developed b

British and American capital.
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