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ACOMPULSORY
REGISTRATION

Labor Representatives Agree
With Government as to
Its Necessity

NO LABOR CONSCRIPTION‘,

(Staff Carrespondencs  and  Canadian
V'reas Deapatehoy

Ottawa, Feb. 3.---The muain re-
r*uit of the conference of the repre-
sentitives of organized Labor withi
the (jovernment during the past
week, has  been  the securing of
Labar's consent to the principle of
compulsory national registration of)
the man and woman power of Can-
adia.  To this measure, an the hasis,
of compulsory co-ordination of all]
avauilable labor supply to wmeet war
conditiong and fill the gaps made by
the withdrawal of jnen for mlllmry|
service, organized Labor huas con-
sented.

‘|No Compulsion of Labor,

‘

‘ To any suggestion for the actual

conscription of laber for agricul-

tural work, for transportation, for

- munition manufacture, ete,  the

LL:ﬂmr leeders are unequivocally op-

posed. And they are further em-
phatically opposed to the bringing
in of Chinese or other Orlental luhor

for farm work, althongh they

[ no objection to the scheme of sec

}ing additional furm help from the

|

|

]

.

:

United Statesn,

Labor Burcaus Agreed to.

One further tangible result of the
confarence s the agreement of the
Jabur men to the Government's pro-
posals for a system of Govermment
labor bureaus, replecing the inui-
vidual employment agencies, and in-
suring an adequate basis for co-or-
dinution, supervision and directfon
of the labor supply to meet the na-
tion-wide demand. The Govern-
ment has n comprehensive plan for
the establishment of these labor
bureaus, At Ottawa, under Federal
control, the Central Bureau will be
estublished, to act as u sort of gen-
eril clearing house of information,
directing the work of the Provinei-
ally controlled bureaus.

Registration at Once.

The national registration scheme
| will he gone ahead with at once.
' provigion will be made along the
satne lines as were adopted under
the Nutional Service® registration

(Continued on Puge 5, Col. 4.)
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[scheme of a year ago, but the sign-
I Ing of the cards will be made com-
pulsory.

In the case of the former regis-
tration this signing of the curds was
purely voluntary, and as a result tho
information gathered wus incom-
plete and inadequate, Only about
elghty per cent. of the man-power
was registered, and In the ['rovince
"of Quebec especially the response
was poor. Any really deflnite idea
of the labor supply avalluble for
mecting all requirements of esscn-
tiul industries was consequently not
obtainable. Under the new schenie
the Government will have at its

REGISTRATIO

must, be won without the introduc-
tlon of Chinese or coolle labor. If, it
was held, a victory tould be won
only by such means, then it would
be a barren one for democracy.

Food FProduction Campalgn.

The Labor men agreed with the
Provincinl  representatives ‘on the
necessity for a vigorous campalgn to
help food production, They approved
the abolition of private employment
agencies, and the extension of Pro-
vincial and munleipal employment
bureaus, with a Dominlon employ-
ment exchange. They asked for spe-
clal rates on the raflways for labor-

ers going to employment away from

commund the essential information jhome. The Labor men went farther

necessury &8 a basls for adopting
nieasures to meet conditions as war
developments and needs arlse.

Report of Recsults,

Ottawa, Feb, 8.—(C. P. Déspatch.)
I——-Hepresonmzlvos of Labor, who
have 'been in conference
Government for the past week, have
left the Capltal, and the conferences
are now concluded, The polnts
raised by the Labor men {n the
course of the week’'s discussion cov-
ered & wide fi~rld, Their attitude and
suggestions, and the views expressed,

,are covered in an authoritative report |

.made available yesterday by the Do-
minion Trades and Labor Council
after consultation with members of
the Quvernment. A full, contidential
statement, it s intimated, will be
i lssued later to all local unions in the
| Dominlon.

! The Labor men asked for the na-

with the -

than the agricultural representatives
by suyggesting to the Government
that ln cases of men leaving cities
for farina they should get free
trunsportation.

No Opposition to U.S. Farm Help.

No opposition was expressed to
the securing of farm labor from the
United States by the Canadian au-
thorities, and the exemption from
;tompulsory military service of farm
wbor,

Question of Light DBeers.

Regarding the bprombltlon order
Jin Couneil tho questlon of light
beers was discussed. Whlile there

wias a diversion of opinfon In Labor
cireles on the temperance gucstion,
thers was no dissension from the
view that some men did  conslder
tlfzht brers 1 necessity owing to the
(uature of their employment, such

tlonalization of all rallrouds. Pafling 'IneR for instance uas moulders and

action by the Government in  this
direction, the Government was re-
quested to createc a Central Control

Board, which would opc¢rate the

(roads as & unit durlng tho war,

Shortage of Labor o Myth,
Shortage of labor for rallway

:maimenuuce was  regarded by the
t Labor men as being lurgely o myth,
Statements were made by the Cun-
adian Vice-President of the Main-
tenance of Way limployees, who re-
presented more than 10,000 men,
that the rallways were themselves re-
sponsible for the shortage, as they
were refusing to brinzy wages up tn
the standard on which Canadlan
| citizens could lve. Some of the
i roads, he claimed, refused to pay
more than $1.05 a day for this class
of work. Another ussertion hy
Western men was that the €. I 12
was reducing hours in the West for

its mechanical staff owing to 5!1«::'!-;

{ugo of employment, This, it was
 stated, showed that the troulbla lay
in unequal distnbution of labor.

Oppose Conscripung I"nrm Labor,

steel workers. 1t was suggested to
the Government that ay light beers
did not use up any food grains in
thelr manufacture, the subject
should not bave been dealt with as

A war measure, but left over for
consideratlon after the war as a
socinl measure, and that the order

in Cooneil would have tho effect of
causing some men to r ke employ-
iment in places to whira otherwise
Ythey mitght be willing.to move,

Under-Seerctary for Labor,

A statement was made by  the
Government that it was, intended to
tercitte a0 position of  Under-Secre-
itary of Labor. The Labor repre-
isentatives replted that they could
(ot offleially ondorae the acceptance
jof such a position, as It would ne-
cessitate Labhor unlons being asso-
clited with the political platform of
the Governmnent, It was made
plain, however, that thls  decislon
didd not prevent any member of or-
 ganized Labor from accepting such
w position as an individual. If such
o position  wero creited, Labor
would glve the fullest possible sup-
jport,

In regard to compulsory farm la- -

bhor, the Government made no sug-
' gestions to the l.abor en  alung
these Unes, but the Jocal I'rovincial
representutives did make a sugyes-
tlon of that character. The suge
tion met with the unanimous and
emphatic opposition of the Labor
'men, who cluimed that conseription
of farm labor was {mpracticable, I
forco one man to work for another
for profit, they clafined, would mean
the establlshment of the days ot
slavery. While no offlela] stutemnent

‘ernment. the Labor men rezarded it

an the consensuy of opinion among |

Cublnet Ministers that conscription
of farm labor would be Impracticable.
- The Labor forces argued that the
actual growing of food on tha land
was only one factor of food produc-
tion. If 1t was necessary, they said,
to consacript labor for seeding, plow-
ing and reaping, it might just nurea-
gonably be considered necessary to
conscript labor for the manufuctiure
of farm muachinery and the transpor-
tation of farm produce. The Iabor
men announced that they would
wiuge A vigorous warfare against
any such action,

Census of Man-power Desirubie,

In regard to a suggested vensus of
man-power, the Luabor men agreed
that some method of securing reli-
able statistics as to the quantity of
labor avaijable was desirable, It way
understood that the Government
would take thiz matter unde- con-
sideration and issus @ statenment
shortly.

Introduetion  of uljen
strongly protedsted against. The .-
bor men argued that any worker
wig entitied to the full incux I
freedom of a citizen, und any n
not so entitled should be Interned,
and employed only on work while In
Government detention.

No Chinese or Coolics.

labior was

< representations

’l.hi‘
on this point was made by the (Ju\‘-“

Representation on CommnMssions,

i The Government agreed to the
uf the Labor men
that on all advisory committees and
commissions having to do with the
prosecution ot the war or the re-
censtruction period after the war in
which Labor was aflected, organized
Labor would be glven  fair  repre-
sentation,

Classification of Industries.

Labor representatives  econe
curred that detinition of an essen-
tial or non-eseoentind {ndustry was a
subject waich could Lo dealt wlith
only acrcarding to developmonts in
the war. "They requested, however,
that before any industry was clags-
»d ous non-exzential, organized Labor
thould have un opportunity of plac-
ing 1ty views before the authorities.

Iights of Women Guarded,

Proteetion of women employed In
industries wuay urged.  The Labor
men adso cd  pay  for women
cogand to st previously pald to men
for the =ame clacy of work, and the
right of women 1o protect  them-
selved throuph trade unions,  The
Labor men turther declared that tha
further fndustrial  employment  of
women should be accompanied by
politicnd equality, and that women
shonld be given the opportunity of
expressing  their opinions  through
the bullot.

Control and Use of Tand,
The Government was asked to ex-

Cpropriate wnds held in the West for

" Ative prposes, amd o pass
sy Te tion  to  enable
Ny persens pdent in clties  to
return 1o the land  as  owners of
saad] farmes,

" Ask Registratdon of Wealth, |

The f.abor men finally expressed

1 thenelves ad opposed to the clos-

ing of plisees of amusement, and

I asked the fovernment to register

The declaration of the Laher nnn<§ weoalth §f registration of man-power

ference wus that the war cou'd, and -

was undertaken.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



