THE LOYAL UKRAINLANS OF
CANADA.

The Ukralnian Social Democratic

Party of Cunada, nt a meeting in
Winnlpeg last ovening, adopted re-
solotions affirming the adhesion ot
s members to the cause for which
the Allles are fighting, and also
maXlng certain proposals to the
Dominion Government ftor the un-
hampered utillzation of the lIarge
dody of Ukrainian*labor in produc-
tion and other war work.
" At this meeting an exchange ot
telegrams  between the exocutlve
committee and Premier Borden was |
read and endorsed. “It is cssential.”
wired the Prime Minister, “that all
“those who cannot bo called upbn tOﬂ
‘engage In wmilitary servlce should,
“for that reason, be impressed with
“the greater responsibility to ald the
“eountry by Increased-effort in other
“oational activities. Amonpg these
“activities production of food is of
“fital Importance, and I rejolce to
“koow that this need has improssed
“tself upon the members of yoyr
“association

It Is thus established that this large
Section of the quarter of a miltion
Ukralnlans fn  Canada are not in
s(Yympathy with the separato peaca
eifered fnto by the so-called reproe-
ientatives of the Ukrainian people
%ith the Contral Powors. But more
immediate benefit may redult from
the offer by the Ukrainians of West-
¢tn Canada to moabillze their labor
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provided that they are no longer
Sliematized as alien enemies, and
that thosa who work on the land are
“330red of good treatment by Cana-
diag farmers.

What are the qualifications of the
Ukrainian Social Democrats to speak
lor thelr people as g whole in Can-
Ada, and how far may their influence
be expected to go with them? These
are natural questiong, and it they
Can be answaored satisfuctorily, there
gould be good reason to expect that
?he farm labor problem in the West
'8 a long way towards solution.

Thera aro three main Ukrainian

1t
Partles in Canada, Thore is thak_

Nationa} or Clerical party, under
he away of the Grook Catholic
chureh, headed by Bishop Budka and |
Certain  political agitators, who
ought to tuke advantage of em-
harrassmunts atrising from the war
to foment un agitation in the Prairie
Provinces in favor of Ruthenian|
eparate schools. This party I3
Composed afmost entirely of Ruthon-
lans born under Austrian dominton,
¥hose ambitfon has been to estab-
lish under that hegemony an Uk-
valnlan autonomous state which shall
Join to tha Ruthenians of BPast Gali-|
¢la ang Bukowina tha bulk of the
Russian Gkrafnians, with access to
the Black Sea. 7

A second party, composcd very
13!‘801}’ of Protestanis and recruited
In part® from Russia and in part
[rom Austria., has already olected
lor true Canadian citizenship, and |
lhroughout the war has lined up
Seadfastly on the side of the Allfes.
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This party has contributeil large
numbers to Canadlan oversuas bat-
talions.

The third party, and possibiy the
most truly represontative qt the labor
clasneq, as i is without doubt num-‘

|erically the strongest, fa he Uk-

Owing to the confusion of birthplace,
it was too readily assumei in the

rainlan Social Democratic p; rty that
WRS responsible for [ast night's
meeling. In their proposali to' the
Governmaeant they have the fuli sup-
port of the Canadlanized Ukralnians
~—t0 use an awkward but. ... pressive
term—and with them coutrol the
bulk of their people. The romplete
8uccess of the plan will ba answered
If there rallles to them the National
or Clerical party, whose be:hN)known
local spokesman I3 Mr. li‘erlay.k
M.P.P.

In any event, the meeting list night
will be recognized .by * Cinadians
generally as a free and wel:ome ex-
pression of the loyal apirit of tho
bulk of the Ukralniun people. |
Mistakes have been made In the past,
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early months of the war that thalf

mass of these people wire alien|s

8
anemies. It will be no more than ale

belated measure of justice it many g

of these loyal Canadian citizens, now
interned, are set frge to help in the
farm work of this season. !
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