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UKRAINIANS OF
CANADA AGAINST
SEPARATE PEACE

T —e

Mass Meeting of Social Democrals
in Winnipeg Denounce Treaty
Wilh\ Central Powers

.lWire Premier Borden Offering to
' Mobilize Ukrainian Labor for

Greater. Production

——

Government Will Consider Removal
of Stigma of Clﬁssification Among
Alien Epemies

——

Sgeaking through u mass meeting
held in the Grand theatre last night
under the auspices of the Ukrainiun
Sociul Democrati® party of Canaduw.

tha quarter milllon Ukrainian citi-
zens of Canada denounced the sopar-
ufe pence treaty entered into by the
Ukralne with the central powers, de-
claring that the delegateg thus en-
raged did not represent tho truo feel-
ing of the Ukruine nation, which was
that the war should bhe carried on
untll a peace on the lines of world
demaocrucy Is established.

A nymber of resolutions were panss-’
€¢d at this meeting, at which about

Tmd possibly even more important
Irom the Canadian standpoint was
one addressed to the Dominion guov-
ernment, offering to mobilize the
- UKrainjan labor forces in Canada for
 production and other war purposes,
‘provided the stigma of being alien
enemlies was removed and fair treat-
ment was secured from Canadian
farmers. 'The substance of this rg-
solutfon had been telegraphed to Sir
Robert Borden and his reply wos re-
celved with much enthuslism.
Address to Premisr Borden.

This resolution recites that, where-
as it has been reported that the gove-
ernment has under consideration the
conscription of ilien lJabor—which is
both Impracticable and undemocratic,
und whereas the grave food situation
Is common knowledge, the Ukrainian
Scocial Democratic party submlits o
number of propogals .which may be
summarlzed as follows:

1. That Ukrainians and other Slavs
shall not ‘be regarded as allen enemlics
unless they prove themselvea_ such
and that the present registration be
removed, thus facllitating the  free
movement of labor to the farma;.

2 That duch loval kralniang and
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other Slavs now Interned through
ing mlsrepresentatlon and who are valu-
0)- | 816 farm laborers, be relensed;-
| J. Thut the governmont's declsion
hat | 9 consciiption of Industrial labor

be declaved at ance:
yv-{. 4 That government employment
of burezus be cytablished, eliminating
1ca | Privute agencics; .
m-| ©» Thut the scif-styled leaders and
110 | P28t polltical manipulators of such
rp- | Natlonalities be fgnored by _the gov-
g ) ernment in dealing. with or appealing
g | 10 Ukrainian working people, as their

netlons are responsible ‘for the mis-
rt. | RRderstanding etisting betweon Uk-
yrg | Ftinfuns ang English-speaking fel-
to low ullizuns.:

The resolution wired to -.ir Ilobert
el Borden concludes aa follows: “"We

sinceroly hope that nade {8 enter~
ing upon a4'now ora and in casge the
sovernment will see fts way clear to
wdopt wur suggestions wo feel confl-
dunt that the Ukralnfin Iaborers of
Canadn, who represent a very large
nuryber of the necessary farm labor-
ors,” will cu~oporate whole-heartedly
In, the maximum production of food-
stuffs.”

Prigpe Minister's Reply.

In reply, Premier Borden wired us
follows:* ‘I huve reud your tele-
gram with much Interest and appre-
cintion. The federal government de-
8iro to treat twith ‘he utmost fairness
and congideration all citizens of this
counfry,~including. the Ukralnians,
whose wplrit of loyal co-operation as
Tl get forth in your messago deserves
every c<ommendation. The ropro-
sentations which you have placed bo-
foro. me will receive “he most caraful
and earnest attontion from my col-
leagues and myself. It iy cepecially
inportent that al! citizens of this
country should joln heartedly and
unreservedly in the endeavor to ful-
il tho ..atlonal purpose for which in-
deed it Is responsible. It Ia essential
that all those who cannot b? called
upon to engagoe in millitary ‘servico
should fo- that -y .son be impressed
with the greuter responsibility to ald
the country by increased effort In
othor natlonnl activities, Among
those activities preduction of fooa
ia of vital tmportunce and I rejojce
to know that this need has impress-
ed itself upon the mémbers of your
associntion,”

Disayow Rolitical Exploitation,

While' not speaking for the entire
Ukrainian race In Canrdn, tho Sociul
Democrutic party represents an govera
wholming percentage of the laborlng
classes,

Other resolutions adopted protested
against the past exploilation of Uk-
rainlans in Canada an behalf of botlh |
nolitical parties and disavosved anLGr.-:
Ukralnian "self-appointed” delegit- | the
tion which has gono to Ottawa in re- im
gard to allen labor, "as having nealther | ‘™
tifo confidonce nor support of the Uk- | st
rainfans whose asglstance In the pra-|
ductlon of foadstuffs can boe counted { Wil
upon, nor the gndorsation of their| Pes
mission by thoss on" whose hehalf |
they wept to Ottawn.” nor

Other resojutions-ask for the re-|8€s8
cognition dy the government of the | ===
executivas of the Ukrainian Soocinl
Democratic party of- Canada asg offl-
clal ropresentatives of the Ukrainian

people In Canada 4in relations bo- R
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tween the government and the Uk-
ralnians at large; and for the ap-
pointment of a publicity-committee to
bring Englisli-speaking¢ Canadlans
and Ukraininms into closer sympanthy
and educate the Intter on the war
nnd the need ‘for thelr active co-op-
oration-ln food production.

L. Nykonriak presided and all reso-
lutions passeg unanlmously. i} |




	1918-02-18-MFP-Ukrainians-of-Canada-Against-Separate-Peace-C 1
	1918-02-18-MFP-Ukrainians-of-Canada-Against-Separate-Peace-C 2

