,,VETERANS NOT ENTHUSIASTIC -
" OVER GOVT. LAND SCHEME

Nort?nem Ontario Is Place for Man With Strong Back and Weak
‘Head, Says Delegate — Central Branch G.W.V.A.
i Adopts Hamilton Resolution Dealing With Aliens.

i .

The land settlement .question was
the leading topic of discussion at the
meeting of the central branch of the
G. W, V. A, last night. The situa-
tion ;was explained by Comrade
Halght, who reperted that the Gov-
ernmznt was trying to dig up some
lands{ in Canada for settlement by
returried men. With the exception
‘of a little in the Province of Alberta,
none suitable had been found ‘so far.
The fatention of the Government was
rather to.lend than to give lands to
soldlers, and to lend a sum of money
up to $2,500 to any man who 1§ bona
fide znd anxious to engage in agri-
culture.

“Tliere is a string to this, how-
ever,? he said, *you must go out and
give your services on a farm for a
year.e’ It is a fair enough proposi-
tion, 'but, if any man thinks he .is
voing to get anything for nothlng,
he is! very much mistaken,” .

F. Pratt, assistant vaincla.l Sec-
retary, explained the Provincial
\Iortlxem Ontario land sc’heme, say-
:ing that it was necessary for £ man
‘to hzve the use of all his lmbs to
take :up Iand in that country. He
comn;ended the caution of the Gov-
ernmgnt, saying that it wasn't falr
for the Province to prepare farms
for mer without some guarantee that
they : would be able to work them
when they get on the land.
{nApplications were invited from" the
~members to accept an invitation from
.the ° Russell Motor Works | to
learn market gardening on land
‘which the company owns at Wes-
.ton. - The men would bé under an
.easy military discipline and would
draw pay and allowances on the mil-
-itary scale while they were learning
the work. Sixty men could be taught
-this ‘'summer.

Deal With Alien Enamle=

‘The meeting approved of the reso-.|

lution of the Hamilton veterans on’
the dlien labor question. but approved
.of a stronger -stand being taken in
connection with the neutral-alien. in
Canada. A delegate said’ that the
-objection on the part of the Govern-
ment. to deal with the alien neutral
on the ground that it was contrary to
integnational law was unfounded.-

The resolution passed at KEamil--
ton, :which was read over, s as fol-
lows:

“Néw, therefore, be it resolved that
it {s the opinion of this mass meet-
ing of the -citizens of Hamilton called
for ihe purpose of considering this
‘question, (that the allens of enemy
origin in our midst should be en-
ployed in works of national fmport-
ance’ or in Industries essential to the
winning of the war, under propér sur-

under the Alien Slacked - bill,

veillance, and thelr employer for the
time being, made yesponslble for
them, and that their earnings over
and above .an amount equal .to the
pay and allowance of a Canadian sol-
dier be taken by the Governmeént for
war purposes, or, failing their being
8o employed, that such enemy allens
be. immediately Interned.- .

“And,. further, that measures be at
once taken to make the Military Ser-
vice Act applicable to'all allied aliens
in the same manner and to the same
extent as to the citizens of Canada,
elther by negotlating the necessary
treaties or conventions with the re-.
maining allled countries upon lines
the same as or similar to those pro-
vided for in the conventions recently
adopted between the United States
of America and Great Britain, or,
falling the attaining of such treaties
or conventions, that such allied aliens
be forthwith given the option of .en-
listing voluntarily in the Canadlan
forces or being deported 'to thelr
country of origin, as is being’ done by
the Government of the United Stajte;
u
passed by an  overwhelming major-
ity in the House of Representa.tlves at
‘Washington, .

“And further,' that no steps should
be taken to call out the ‘secondor
other class under the Military Service
Act, or to return to France any mar-
ried man of the first contingent, un-
til the question of the disposition of
the allens has been settled in & man-
ner satisfactory to the citizens of
Canada, and that the Government be
urged to take up and deal with these
questions without further delay.’

Te Hold Demonstration.

7 Comrade Halight explained that the
demonstration on the alfen labor

-question will be held on Saturday,

March 23. "“We have the allen, the
alien enemy and the fourflusher to
deal with,” he said, “and each dele-
gate will speak for a few minutes.”

A member asked that the police
commission take action in regard to
meetings of forelgners which are
held on Sundays in various halls in
the city and which he was sure were
not of a religious nature.

‘President J.. Tweddle, of the
branch, intimated his resignation to
take effect next. meeting, from the
position of president of the branch.
He said that this was necessary on
medical grounds. R. Perkins, of the
executive of the central brauch also
intimated his resignation as he is
leaving tho city.

A.discussion of some duration on
the propriety .of admitting thé press
to the meetings was the first busi-
ness last night. A resolution was
passed that the notes of the report-
ers be censored by the executive at
each meeting, pending the decision
of the coming Provincial convention
when the question of publicity will
be fully considered and then it may
be decided to hold meetings In closed
lodge to which admittance can only
be obtained by a password.




