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ALIEN ENEMIES,

To the Editor of The Globe : In strik-
Ing contrast with the contentlon that
Canadlans are fighting for freedom, de-
mocracy and the observance of natfonal
obligations, is the mean and unwortby
spirit of persecution displayed towards
the mo-called *“alien enemfies” who are
quietly attending to their own business.
here. These people are here on our
invitation. For many yecars successive
Governments, both Liberal and Conserva-
tive, despite the protests of the labor
uniong, have epent mlillfons of dollars
in scattering over Europe Invitations to
men of all nationalities to settle in
{ Canada, where they would be free from
military despotism and be nccorded
equal opportunitles with our own people.
They took us at our word, came by
the hundred thousand, and were made
welcome and regarded as desirable ac- .
cessions to our population. Suddenly
on the outbreuk of the war they found
themselves ostracized. They were de-
prived of thelr employment, not allowad
to leave the country, and many of them
interned on any display of natural re.
sentment, or on the merest smsplelon.
Thnse who were guilty of the “crime™
of kending money to thelr starving wives
and families at home were sentenced
to terms of imprisonment. Our courts
have almost h\mrlnhly\ dealt’ harshly
with any man of allen birth accused of
minor offences, inflicting heavy penal-
ties frequently accompanied with coarse
and hrutal insults from the dispenssr
of alleged justlce.

Bear in mind that the great majority
of these people are only enemies in a
technienl sense, heing anbout.as loyal to
Hohenzollern or Hapsburg as a Simn
Felner Is to the British Empire, The
growing searcity of labor has somewhat
amelfornted thelr condition, but latterly
a systematic crusade has been set oun
foot to drive them from the factorles
where they are employed in productive
labor and compel them to work for mers
subatstence wages. They are making
too much money, it & sald., Y tbink you
will admit that the manufacturers may
be trusted to see to it that they earn
pot only thelr wnages, but enough iIn
addition to enable their employers to
realize a substantinl profit. It s qulte
beside the question to urge that Cana-
dians found in Germany have been, or
would be, worse trented. The cnses are
not parallel, Germany never invited Can-
adiany to go there and caft in thalr lot
with the German people.
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