WORK OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

EXPLAINED IN THE COMMONS BY MR. ROWELL

Ariicles Disseminated Through Manj Ch'anne-l_s—VChurche’.s* and T heal_r__cs.Alike Ré;pond Réadtjly.
Giving Opportunity for the Spoken Word—Letters of Appreciation-From Clergymen of All,

Spcclal to The ‘Star.”

" Ottawa, April 2:.—Much - interest
‘has been evinced in the new Depart-
‘ment of Public Informatlon, of which
‘Mr, M. E Nichols is. director, and
the explanation of the work of .the
department made by Mr.iliowell :ln
the House last Thursday. Hansard
reports Br, Rowell's remarks on the
subject as follows

"Hon. N. W. Rowell:. The ‘'work of
the Director of Public, Information,
on the limited scale applica.ble to
Ca.na.da., is similar in character to
that being carried on’ by ‘thef Buread
of Public Information in the United
States, - and to ‘the Ministry . of "In-
formation in- Grea.t Britain. As the
hon. members of the - House .
aware, in all ‘the countries. at war
there are departments that deal witia
dxssemma.tion of information rela.t-
ing to® the war among their own peo-
ple, a well as branches of. the ‘ser-
vice dealing.with propaganda abroad,
and the idea buck of the creation of
this . dlrectorship of pubixc informa-
tion in ba.nada was e.\actly the same.
If we are ‘to sustain the spirit of the
people; -if through the long and try-
ing years of-this struggle we are to
retain their continued -interést and
enthusiasm ‘in- supporting the war
effort..of the country, we must en-

deavor to supply them with the full-|-

est possible information in connection
with the conduct of the war., One of
the prima.ry objects in creating this

branch 'of the public service was to
supply fuller information to the peo-
ple of Canada it reference to the
progress of the war and Canada’s
participation in it. There has also
been placed under the charge of the
Director of Public Information the
publication of the Canadian Dally
Record for our troops overseas. This
paper is edited and conducted by re-
turned officers who have served at
the front.

Sir Sam Hughes: Who is the head
of this department?

Mr. Rowell: Mr. Nichols.

Sir Sam Hughes: Late of the Mon-
treal Dally Mail?

Mr. Rowell: Yes. Capt. Wallace is
in actual charge of the publication
of the Dalily Record.

- Not the Same.

Mr. Lemisux: Not our hon. frlend
from West York?

Mr. Rowell: No, he is a newspaper
man who has served overseas and is
now back in Canada. The informa-
ion- is cabled éver and the Daily
Record is published for the informa-
ion of the men in the trenches.
News which would interest the men
it the front is being supplied every
day. I am informed that in so far
as the supplying of home news is
concerned, the Daily Record is rec-
ognized a3 being the best publication
going to any of the troops over-
5eas. The arrangements for the pub-
ication of the Daily Record and its
supervision were placed under the
lirection of the Director of Public
nformation in Ja#nuary or February
f this year. I am sure the members
{ the House will all agres that it
s a wise thing that the men over-
seas’ should be kept in touch with
vhat i5 going on in Canada, that
hey should have the news from Can-
\da and that the home ties should
ye maintained through sfich a pub-
ication.

Sir Sam Hughes: How many words
re sent daily?

Mr. Rowell: Trom 1,000 to’ 1,500
vords of the general news of Can-
1da. are cabled daily.

Mr. Sutherland: Is this the Record
rom which were omitted the names
f certain soldiers who were candi-
lates in the last election?

Mr. Rowell: I have no knowledge
f that matter. The supervision of
he Record camé under the charge ot
he Director of Public Information
n January or February of the pres-
nt year, some time after the elec-
fon, and I have no knowledge of
onditions prior to that time. The
aper is-printed in London and is
lespatched to the soldiers overseas.

- suppocst most of the members have
xeen this paper; it is a small publi-
ation of four pages. The Director
{ Public Information is also respon-
ible for seeing that news which the
zovernment receives in connection
vith the war and which can properly
e made public reaches the press of
he country.

Mr. Ross: I understand that this
}ecord was published before Janu-
ry. Under whose charge was it
yublished before that time?

Mr. Rowell: The news was being
upplied by officers of the militia; I

-
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‘prcsume under the Militin Depart-
ment. . It was published in London,
the inrormation being sent from Can-
ada. In addition,. the Director of
Publication is responsible for seeing
that news of -important decisions of
the Government, pa.rticula.rly relat-
ing ‘to the “ar, reaches the’ public
pregs.* In® the ordinary  course, in-
formation as .to the 1mporta.nt acts
of the Government 4n’ the great md-

‘| jority of cases, is, communicated ‘di-

rect to the press either by the Prime
Minister or. the Ministers in charge
of the different departments. But,
it is the :duty of- the Director of
Public Information to keep in touch
with the various departments and to
see ~that their importanf acts. are
communicated to the Press
the difficuities. of. all* Ministers, and
of departmental officers; is that there
is Buch'a pressure ‘upon their time
and attention, especially during - a
period of stress «like - this, that not
sufficient attention is given-to com-
municating to the publlc news of im-
portsnce. ‘The public is’ entjtled “to
the fullest possible | information as to
‘what' is being done. by -the Govern-
ment, in order that it _may be kept
in iouch with’ the situation. That
'is: an .important phase of the; work
which ‘must be deve]oped :n time
goes on. - .

Mr Fower: Are tlie advertxsements
;\hich appear in the" Record pmd
or? .

Mr. Rowell: I ‘ecannot sav as to
that. 1t:is'published in England. All
we are respounsible for here is send-
ing over the news.

Daily Record Advts.

Mr. Power: Are you responsible
for the advertisements published’ in
it? For a period of about three
weeks previous to the election, the
Daily Record wuas plastered with ad-
vertisaments asking the soldiers to
vote against the friends of the Kais-

er. Were these paid for, and, if so,
by whom?
Mr. Rowell: The Record was not

under to conttol of the Director of
Public Information at that time, and
I have no knowledge of the matters
todwhich my hon, friend has refer-
red.

Mr. Power: Under whose control
wasg it?

Mr. Rowell: It was published in
England.

Mr, Aiddlebro: May I ask the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Power) if he has any
objection to the advertisement  to
which he has referred?

Mr. Power: I have an objection to
the manner in which the words were
used, and I have a grave objection

side of the House as being friends of
the Kaiser. I have, as well, a parti-
cular objection to the members of
the Government, -who were candi-
dates at that time, treating their op-
ponents as such. .

Mr. Pedlow: 1Is there a complete
file of that publication in the read-
ing room of the House? _If not, I
think it wowld be wise to keep a
complete file of the paper so that it
would be available for reference, and
so -that we could check up the mat-
ters appearing in it

Mr. Rowell' I will make inquiries
as to the point about which the hon.
gentleman asks. I do not know
whether there is a file or not. T have
no doubt there is a file in the depart-
ment of the publication since it came
under the charge of the Director of
Public Information.

I propose now to speak of the pro-
paganda work of the Director - of
Public Information. The members of
"the House would not expect me to go
into matters of detail in connection
with the question of propaganda out-
side our own country. Yet, I am sure,
they will recognize that there are
conditions under which it might be
desirable that Canada’s war efforts,
and what we are doing in this coun-
try. should be made known outside
of Canada.. 'We are one of the allied
nations and it is impontant that the
facts in connection with our partici-
pation in the war should be kept be-
fore other peoples as well as our own.
That is becoming increasingly im-
portant in connection with our rela-
tions with our - neighbors to the
south. This is a matter which comes
under the charge of the Director of
-Public Information. He is ‘in -touch
with the American Committee of
Public Information and they are ren-
dering help and assistance to each
other. He is also in touch. with the
British Ministry of Information and
arrangements have been made for
co-operation between the British
Ministry of Information and the Dir-
ector of Public Information here
They are placing at our disposal
much of the literature which has
been published there insofar as we
desire to use it in Canada. Many
pamphlets, of very great value, deal-
ing with certain war conditions in
Europe have been placed at bur dis-
posal for use and distribution . in
Canada. That arrangement was made
only ‘recently.

War Lecture Bureau.

There is another aspect of the
work of the department to which 1
would like to draw attention and that
is what is known as the War Lecture
Bureauy, or what might be described
as oral propaganda. I am sure we
realize the invaluable service which
the press of Cangda. has rendered
during this war ‘in placing before
the people of Canada the facts in
connection with the war and in sus-
taining the spirit of the people dur-
ing the whole course of the struggle.

Mr. Edwards: Is it in recognition
of the splendid-services of the press
of this country in stimulating re-
cruiting that hundreds of - dollars
bave been paid out to Le Devoir for
Government - advertising?

Mr. Rowell: The advemsements
that have been printed in the news-
paper to which my .hon. friend re-
rers do not come under the cogniz-
ance of my department, and,, there-
fore, 1 cannot give my hon. rrlend the
information he desires.

1 -was going on to say that we all
recognize the value of the press, but
nothing will fully take the place of
the oral appeal, the living voice in
appeal, to the people in conmection
with the war, and in communicating
‘to them the facts bearing on the
war. That has been one of the most
important ‘developments in the work
of the Bureau of Public Information
in the United States, and of the De-
partment  of In!onna.tion in  Great
Britain. . In both those counvtrlw they
have organized. volunteer. speakers,
who discuss the varying issues and
phases. of the war before the people
in order that the whole nation may,
so far‘as is practicable, be kept in
the! most vital touch, not only with
eiwa.r situatlon, Jout- with the, ef-

e

One of |’

10 pointing out the people: on -this|

‘winning of the war.

Denommalwns—Kecpmg in Touch With Similar Deparlmcnts dt Washmglon and Lon-
- don— Articles Translaled Into Frcnch for Use .in-the Province of Qucbec.

forts of the na.tlon ltseh‘. in the’ ‘pro-
secution. of the war. -

Mr. Lemieux: - What- is t,he per-
sonnel of the Bureau? -

Mr. Rowell: It consisis of a tra.vel-
ing secretary,’ who is - organizing
these voluntary groups ' or -associa-
tions 1 nthe various cities and towns.
The  workers are all voluntters
throughout the cities, towns ' and
rural sections of Canada. There is
also an official who assists in the of-
Tice with the work of this bureau,
as well as with the press work. .
. Sir Sam_ Hughes: What-are the
names of the officers who assist in
the work here? : I may as well con-
fess that 1 am suspicious of the en-
tire outfit. .

Mr. Rowell: 1 cannot help my
hon. friend’s susrpxcmns 1 can only
stabe the facts.

Sir Sam Hughes: 1 would hke to
get their’ names.

Mr.- Rowel: Mr. Frank Yexgh of
Toronto, is the organizing secretary
of the War Lecture Bureau through-
out the country, and Mr. LeSueur is
associated with Mr. Nichols in the
office. He assists not-only 'in the
work of the War. Lecture, Bureau,
but also in the work for the press.

Mr., Lemisux: Is he a son of the
former secretary of the Post-Office
Department, the. late-Mr. LeSueur?

Mr. Rowell: I do not. know the
position of Mr. LeSueur's father, but
this gentleman was identified “ith
Y."M. C. A. work befcre he entered
upon his present duties.

Mr. Lemieux: I thing he is the son
of the late Mr. Le.Sueur of the Post-
Office Department, who died a year
or so ago, and who'was a membgr of
the Royal Society of Canada.

Mr. ‘Rowell: I cannot say as to
that, I would be very glad to give
my hon. trlend the information if I
had it.

The 'procedure a.dopted in connec-
tion with the War Lecture Bureau
is to distribute a  weekly bulletin
containing "information and material
for ‘speakers. This information goes
to the clergymen of . all denomina-
tions throughout Canada from ‘the
Atlantic to the Pacific. It goes to
Public school inspectors,” to school
teachers, and to all volunteer speak-
ers in connection with the War - Lec-
ture Bureaw’s work. I'understand that
one hundred and fifty localities have
‘been organized throughout Canada
with speakers who undertake to
give short talks, on'the themes sug-
gested for them, in moving picture
shows, thedtres, Canadian clubs, and
societies of all sorts;, the object be-
ing to reach the people in this way
with the living voice ,t:hrough pulpit,
school, theatre and club

- Sir Sam in Error.

Sir Sam Hughes: May I_ ask, is
this work along 'the same lines as
that of the committee of one ‘hun-
dred sanctimonious g¢ntlemen or-
ganized In Ontario as a general
committee, with branchea in every
county in the "Province? Is this
work along the same lines, and is
it to be utilized for politlcal pur-
poses?

Mr. Rowel] \o. 'my hon-. ‘triand is
quite in error. This .bureaw has
nothing whatever to do with tHe
committee to which he refers. Its
work 1is just as 1 have explained. Per-
haps I could not better define the
work than by reading what President
Falconer, of Toronto University, who
is chairman of the advisory com-
mittee, has said. In communication
which I received from him in refer-
ence t6 the work, he states:

~Since the beginmng of December
leaflets have been. issued at frequent
and fairly regular intervals dezling
with themes which we though would
stimulate the mind of the people and
give them useful information in re-
gard to the war. These leaflets have
gone to all the clergy of Canada, and
to a large number of teachers.

I have already stated that in some
150 localities between the Atlantic
and the Pacific, these local commit-
tees have been organized in the ob-
ject of securing volunteer speakers

who atbend at the .places which I

have mentioned where they havz the
opportunity of addressing what they
describe as really great audiences.

Sir Sam Hughes: Can they get

‘audiences to turn out to hear this

sort of stuff?

Mr. Rowell: They do apparently,
surprised as the hon. gentleman may
be, and apparently the audiences en-
joy it; I have a great many letters
to that effect. However, fthis is
what President Falconer says:

The exporicnce of these months
has demonstrated that there :2 a
wide field of usefulness for such
work. We know that both the army
at the front and the Government at
home depend to a great extent upon
the moral quality of the country.
That quality is undoubtedly good,
but under the severe ‘' strain which
weé are suffering at present endur-
ance may. flag- unless it is stimulat-
ed. Courage and patience are need-
ed in these critical months. The

‘people must be informed and stim-.

ulated by telling them facts that will
ctreng'then their resolution by keep-
ing, before them regularly’ the pur-
poses of the war, by cheering them
as to the accounts of its progress, or
in times of darkness by buo&mg
them up with hope, and by setting

‘before them the plans of the Gov-]

ernment which will contribute to the
The hearts of
the people must be kept high. Of
course, the debt that is owed to the
newspapers is enormous. but there is
need also of the spoken utterances,
of the direct appeal to ’the paople
supported and authorized by the
Government. We l\no?r what Presi-
dent Wilson has donefin the United
States and that Britain has avpoint-
eda Director of Propaganda. To this
theres are two sides, the press and
the org'a.nxnd public address.
Timely Comment,.
President Falconer, and other men
of like outstanding position in Can-
ada, are freely giving voluntarily of
their time and their ability to carry
on this propaganda at home in order
that the spirit of the Canadian- peo-
ple may be sustained clear and strong
through these. days of stress and
struggle. ‘In order that my hon.
friend may have some idea of the
weekly bulletins which are sent out,
let me. draw, attention - to .the last
number. issued. in which the subject
is headed, "A Lesson from the  Na-
poleonic Wars.” - If any hon. gentle-
men wish to read this bulletin I ghall

be glad to have them furnished with]

copies. 1 venture to think they will
not find anywhere a better summary
of ‘the critical situation which exist-
ed during the Napoleonic wars, and
of -the ‘position  which Great. Britain
had to tace at !&ﬁt time, vastly more

Principal Dy de,

.brief, an outline of the general situ-

‘mation:hon. Gemlemen desire I shall
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serious tha.n that which she faces to-
day. A message of courage and cheer
such as .this bulletin contains must
necessarily be very helpful at the
present time, and will reach ‘thous-
ands of people throughout Canada in
a direct and effective way through
the’ volunteer spea.kers of the War
Lecture Bureau. . .- %

This particular- article was, prepar-
ed by cone of thie best known profes-
sors of history in Canada who is glad
to give his time und -ability to this
worlk. .

The work of this depa.rtment com-
mands the confidénce and support of
patriotic -citizens all over the coun-
try, who are deeply interested in the
success of Canada in the war and in
sustaining the spirit of the Canadian
people. .My hon. friend wishes to
know how it is appreciated by the
clergy. All over Canada, the clergy
of all denominations have expressed
appreciation of these stateménts sent
to them; giving them information in
connection with the war-and sub-
jects bearing- directly. upon the war.
I have here page ‘after rage of let-
ters which have beenreceived from
clergymen all over .Canada, express-

‘ing their appreciation of these bulle-

tins. Among the thousands of let-
ters, I have one from Rev. Charles E.
Coughlin, of Assumption College,
Sandwich, Ontario, who wrote to the
Bureau the following letter:

“May I state that.I am firmly con-
vinced of the necessity of- prosecutlng
the war _with - undiminished * vigor.
This connction. is ‘based not only on
patriotic - premises but also on the
religious principles +which I, as.a
Catholic priest approve. Whenever
I have an opportunity to 'yddress my
fellow citizens or co-religionists, be
assured that I shall endeavor to ine
spire them with the "Wm-the-Wa.r"‘
spirit.”, . |

We also ha.ve letters from Jmen hke
of Robertson: Col-
lege, EEdmoriton, who says: .

“You address willing €ars. 1 am
willing to do all in my power in pul-
pit.and platform and will pla,ce my-
self at the’ dlsposa.l of any commiittee
or council which is, or may be form-
ed. This Is without reserve.”’

If my hon. friends are interested, 1
have pages of extracts from letters
from the foremost clergymen of all
denominations from’ the Atlantic to
the Pacific,. ‘thanking the bureau for
sending them these weekly publica-
tions which -they say contaln valu-
able information. Man after man
says-that it should have been estab-
lished before, that it helps them in
presenting the facts-to their congre-
gations. Many clergymen living in
out-of-the-way sections of the coun-
try, away. from. metropolitan - centres,
where’ the largé papers do not circu-
late so freely,,say that the informa-
tion eontained in these statements is
of great vaiue and ,that they use it
Sunday after Sunday in presenting
to their congregations the war situa-
tion and the demand upon our-ener-
gies ‘and’ resources which each day
makes more urgent. T will not trou-
ble the House with . reading these
communications unless my hon.
friends wish to have®some of their
contents. presented to,them.

Field in Quebec.

Mr. -Cannon: Are those publica-
tions translated into French and cir-
culated dlso’ in-the Province of Que-
bec') . .

Mr. Rowéll: - They are.

Mr. .Cannon: By whom, may 1T
ask?. . . s . .

Mr.. Rowell: They. are .translated

here at the office; I do not know who
translates them. - But all-the clergy-
men in the Province of Quebec re-
cejve these statements, and they are
translated into French for thé bene-
fit of -those who speak that language.
And may I'say here ‘that the depart-
ment -will .heartily weélcome-the co-
operation - of ‘ my. hon. :friends from
Quebec’ in-.getting ; thése subjects,
which are so cordially received in the
other -provinces, just as cordially
received, Yim .the Provmce of
‘Quebec.’ . And © _if. any ‘hon.
member , ot this House has any sug-
gestions to make as to how the bur-~
eau can carry on its work more effec-
tively in order to get'the real facts of
the war situation before all the Can-
adian people thes’ will be most heart-
fly ‘welcomed. For I think we must
all recognize thal in all sections of
Canada ‘there are ‘still some of the
‘Canadian people who dq not appreci-
ate the real serlousness of the: con-
flict in which we ‘are engaged.  Any-
thing and everything the Government|
can-do, It Is its bounden duty to do,
to get bafore the Canadian Jpeople the
real issues of this ‘war, the urgency
of the present situation, and the ne-
cessity ‘for “Canada. to throw . her |
whole strength into the struggle. It
is in order that we may do this more
effectively that this bureau has been
organized, and the Iimlted staff, such|
as It is, has been created. That is, in

ation., If there is any further infor-

be glad ‘to give it. :

SPR. HUSTON WOUNDED., -

Spr. William John Henry Huston,
a student.in Arts at. Victoria College
of the year 1917, Is reported wounded,
He was attached. to. the Divisional
Slgnn.l Corps of the: Canadian Engin-
eers. -, He enlisted at I'orest, Ont., but
his ne:.t of " kin is James Huston,

Manitou, \Ianiloba.
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