| DEAL

"Hollvumdﬂpﬂnh-
pressed in Commons.

The problem of Allen labor and
its relation to laber and the war
engaged the attention of Parliament
throughout the afternoon and even-
ing sitting yesterday. The discus-
sion was primarily upon a resolu-
tion standing In the name of Mr. H.
8. Clements, Comox Alberni, declar-
ing for the consolidation of all regu-
lations and orders-in-council., re-
specting alien labor into a uniform
law. Incidentally resolutions which

had been placed upon the order
paper by W. F. Maclean, of South
York. and QGeorge B. Nicholson,
East Algoma, were debated.

Hon. C. J. Dohe on behalf of
the Govermment reviewed the var-
fous steps that have been takem to
control the alien aituation. He saild
there were many difficulties in the
way of ‘he Government accepting
the suggestions that had been made
and emphasized the fact that, ac-
cording to international law, alien
enemies may be interned but they
cannot be compelled to work. These
people hal been brought to Canada
under certain promises, he sald, and
‘80 long as they behaved and obeyed
the Jaw it was better that they




H. 8. Clements” pro resolu-

tion provides that regula-
tions and orders-in-council respect.
ing alien labor in shall be
consolidated into one m law,

but that in framing nﬂ legislation
due regard should be had to the
local conditions and needs of the
different parws of the Dominion.
SBpeaker Rhodes announced that
while this resolution was under dis-
cussion conalderation would also be
given to two others along somewhat
simllar lines, The first of these,
moved by W. F. Maclean, Botth
York, provides that allens of enemy
birth, resident in Canada, should be
conscripted by the Government for
industrial purposes, and be leased
to employers on such terms as will
maintaln the standard rate of wages
in Canada, while limiting the wage
to be pald such alien for his own
use (o soldier's pay. The second
resolution which stands in the name
of George B. Nicholson on the order
paper, provides that in the opinion
of Parliament the marked shortage
of labor for agricultural and indus-
trial purposes in all parts of the
country provides ample justification
for the introduction of a complete
and comprehensive system of com-
pulsory registration and direction
of the ceuntry’s man power.
Speaking In support of his reso-
lution Mr. H. B. Clements sald he
was desirous that the Government
should take action without delay In
connection with the alien situation.
The order-in-council dealing with
idleness met the object of the reso-
lution to a certain extent, but this
order-in-couneil, said Mr. Clements,
was not worth the paper If was
writlen on unless rigidly enforced.
Mr. Clements advocated the tak-
ing of a census of all aliens in the
country together with their prop-
erty holdings. He sald that such a
census would not only show this
element In the country that the
(overnment meant business, bhut it
would also be useful In connection
with immigration after the war.

Against 'Ullnc Coolies.
Mr. Clements said he objected to
the proposal to send fifty or sixty



thousand Coelle laborers into Can-
ada. "If this strong Unlon G:rl-
ment,” he sald, “will take h ot
matters, they will find that there s
in the country ample labor to supply
tllg:ur needs, If it Is properly dis-
tributed.”

Bpeaking more particularly of
labor conditions in British Colum-
bla, Mr Clements sald they were
largely due to the work of agitators
“who are as pro-German as the
‘Kalser.” Tliese men, he said, were
‘making trouble in the lumber camps
by making demands which employ-
ers cannot accede to, thereby caus.
ing operations to close down. It
had been absolutely proven that
‘some of these men aure Austrians
- Referring 1o Quebec provinoe, Mr
Clements expressed the view that
‘lhll‘i was no reason why from fifty
to seventy-flve thousand French-
Canadians should not be sent to
British Columbila to assist iu lum-
bering operationsy Including the
cutting of spruce so much requirce
be the allies. He belleved that it
they were to spend six months or
year in British Columbla they woulc
be better citizens. (Opposition cries
of uha.me.{

In conclusion he sald: “If 1 hac
power glven me now by the Al
mighty, I would give the Hon. Lead
er of the Opposition a solution 1t
bring about unity in the country
and to do away with the contro
versial questions between Quebed
‘and her sister provinces. 1 woulc
Institute vne flag, one school and ong
lamguage.”
| What About Germany.

-~ Hon. Rodolphe Lemicux exprease«

the opinjon that Mr. Clements was
1hnrdly in & position to say how th
allen enemy should be treated. I
' his opinlon there was only one wa)
to treat the allen enemy and tha
was In accord with Internationa
law. The civilized nations who hac
participated in the Hague confer
ence, had agreed to this

Col. Currie, "What about Germany
and Austria®”

Mr. Lemieux, "Germany is withou!
the pale of civilization. When Beth
mann-Hollweg sald '‘necessity knowsi
no law, we must hack it through' his
words expressed an jdea similar tc
that of the member who Introduceé
this motion.” Mr. Lemlieux went or
lo,say that because Germany out
raged every law was no reason why
Canada should do the same. The
War Tinies Election act he charac-
terized as a plece of FPrussian dip-
lomacy.

Col. Currle, rising to a point of
order, suid that members had beer
expelled fromi the House for casting

ections on Acts of Parllament. He
thought Mr. Lemleux should be ask.
ed to withdraw hls statement.

Deputy Speaker Bolvin considered
the point was not well taken and
that Mr. Lemleux had not intended
In any way to reflecy on the House
of Commonas.

French Canadian Aliens?

Mr. Lemieux: “and my hon. friend
knew it, but he wanted to be more
loyal than the King."

Mr. Clements, said Mr. Jemieux
advocated taking the French Cana-
dians from Quebec, "“to settie a cer-
tain bankrupt province at the ex-
treme western part of Canada on
the Pacific Coast.”” Well, In hi
opinlon, as long as there were mer
in British Columbia, who spoke of
Habitants as allen enemies, the
Habitant woul!d prefer to remain In
Quebec. Quebec was the riches!
province in the Dominlon.

Must Increase Man Power.

The question of man-power and
methods which should be employed
to organize the man power of the
country, were discussed at some
Jength by Mr. G. B. Nichglson, of
Algoma East He declardd that
the entire Dominion was satisfied
that something would have to be
done in this regard but there ex-
isted a very wide divergence of
opinion as to the methods which
should be employed. He could nd!
think that it would *be possible tx
conscript any particular class o
men for any partiotlar work bu
he belleved that every single mar
should be engaged In some usefu!
form of employment.

The order-in-counci! in this con-
nection tabled In the House recenl-
i by the Prime Minister, he
thought was not wide enough In it
scope. Considering the questions
of wirikes, he maintained that the
doors were left wide open for any
group of men to strike and for any
“wooden—headed” employer (@

cause a lockout.

W. F. Maclean sald that during
the general eléctions there had been
a unity of expression throughout On.
tario that some action should be
taken in regard to alient enemies.
The idea was current that some-

was radically wrong in this

. It was absolutely tial
that there should be a rewTiting of
the definition of what constituted
eitisenship In Canada, what were
the rights of enemy allens. Friendly
allens ployed In lrooms and
m-nﬂu places should be forced
to go back to their own countries
and fight for the Allles.

Respecting International law, Mr,
Maclean argued, “Iif the Germans
break international law, we can at
Jeast resort to a somewhat simlilar
treatmaent for their own subjects.”
The only iInternationak law was the
safety of civilizsation.

Theee Kinds of Allens.

Colonel J. A. Lurrie, sald that
aliens could be placed in three elass-
s-—anemy Allens, neutral allens,
and Allled aliens. Nothing could be
done as far as the neutral aliens
were oonocerned, owing to the inter-
ference of international law, but
enémy allens of military age
could virtuslly be made prison-
ors of war. Enemy reservists
could be conscripted and t to
work by the Govermment In all
eases, however, thelr property was
inviolate.

Colonel Currie argued that the
question of registration would have
been better settled by act of Parlia-
ment than by order-in-council. T
have no hesitation In saying,” Col

f this g ﬂh.;ogd. "‘:ﬁ:
o country are op to
form of legisiation.™

Theitr Number Deduced. |

Hon. C. J. Doherty said the Gov-
ernment took the position that alien
ehemies should not be permitted to
leave the ocountry, and they were
aecorded on, providing they
conformed to the lawa At one time
he pald there were between 7,000 and
£.000 interned aliens, but of late this
number had been decreased consider-

ably.

II!M Minister of Justice then made
reference to thp general registra-
tion which would be very thorough
and very complete. It was evident,
he sald, that the Government had
not been oblivious to the situation,
and had taken steps to meet any
contingency that might arise.

After some further debate, Mr.
Clement's resolution was declared
carried.
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