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THE HYPHENATES TAKE UP
A WHOLE DAY IN COMMONS

And Debate [Bustrated How Easy it is to Talk in Generalities and

mnmmr--vu-w
discussion of . the alien labor

problem, nobody had much re-
gret that it was the last privape
members’ day of the session. From
three o'clock in the aftermoon um-
til well on to midnight, me. Ser
after member came on and on In a
dreary procession of the dullest
kind of speeches, all telling the ove
ernment thet it ought to do some-

thing with aliens, but none telling
it just what it ought to do. Ia truth
it is doubtful if any Government
anywhere ever before got so much
advite that was s0 barrea of comn-
struotive suggestion and so burdened
with confused and Impracticable
thinking. Of course, there we.s -
ceptions which prove the rule; Mr.
Davin, of Neepawa; Mr. Mack!- of
Edmonton; and Dr. Whidden, of
Brandon, contr'»uted intelligence to
the dipcussion; and Mr. Nicholsoa,
of Algoma, showed some under-
standing of his subd : but, In the
main, the debate fliustrated nidre
than anythl else how easy lt.nlz
to talk and 4 and criticise punished. Nor can they be com-
indulge in generalities without _et-| pelled to work. In Great Britain
ting down to brass tacks; wha' a| gnemy aliens are not compelled
wast difference there s between the to work, but they may volun-
man who merely eshouts criticism| teer to work. Even then they
and advice from the bleachers and may quit whenever they feel
the man who has to actually tackle like It and ask to be sent back
the hard realities and problems of to the internment camp. Cana-
the day. d2 has received protests from
. * ¢ Germany against German citi-

Practically every one of the score gens in this country belng com-
of speakers who took part In the pelled to work and we were able
debate agreed that aliens should be to reply truthfully that no Ger-
conscripted and made to labor at a man - citlzsen In Canada was
fized rate of pay. Thelr idea ap- compelled to work. If Canada
peared to be that employers of attempted to conscript alien
aliens should pay the regular mar- enemy civilians in this country
ket price of labor, but that the allen with a view to making them
gshould recelve only a fraction of it, work for the Goternment, It
the balance to be paid Into some would mean that Germany
kind of a fuld for the benefit of thoL would take reprisals, and not

scripted. Bome spoke as If under
the impression that at present all
aliens are unemployed. SBome seem-
ed to have got aliens of enem
countries hopeleasly confused
aliens of neutral countries. Others
gave figures of allens in the coun-
try that were obviously absurd. One
or two made speeches plainly in-
tended to m:ba.ru-.
[ @

The result of this combined
wealth of advice and poverty of
practical suggestion was that when
the Government came to present its
case, Hon. C. J. Doherty, the Min-
ister of Justice, had little difMiculty
In knocking the contentions of the
Government's critics, or advisers,
inte the proverblal eocked hat. The
Minister's case appears so clear and
convincing, that it is worth quoting:

“When the war broke out,
we told these enemy aliens that
they could stay here and that
they would not be molested so
long as they obeyed the law.

According to international law

¢ivilian allen enemlies may be

interned but they must not be




only Canadian soldiers, but sol-
diers from all parts of the
British Empire would be badly
treated in German prison
camps. It has been said here
today that it would be impos-
sible for Germany to _give
Canadian soldiers worse treat-
ment than they are now recelv-
ing. It is difficuit to agree with
that contention In view of the
reports we have recelved
through United BStates consuls,
before the United States went
into the war, that, on the
whole, Canadian soldlers who
are now In German prison
camps are recelving fairly good
treatment.”
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