BiG SPLIT IN
GONVENTION Or
WAR VETERANS

Winnipeg and Ottawa: Delegates
Withdraw From Dominion |
Gathering at Ottawa

—

Proportional Representation Main
Cause of Trouble--Ontario
Has Majority

Letter of Withdrawal Also Com-
plains of General Conditions of
Conducting Business

Toronto, July 31,—As the culmina-
tion” of murmuyurings which have
been heard ever since the opening
nf the G.W.V.A. convention, the Win-
nipeg and Ottawa delegations today
wilked out of the conventlon and
decided to take no further part In its

deliberations.

The question of proportional repre-
sentation was at the root of the
trouble. The delegates from Ottawa
and the west have been claiming that
sugrestions made by them have been
persistently voted down by the pre-
dominance of voting power in Ontarlo
nnd they say that It the rcpresenta-
tion a¢ the convention were propor-
tional to pald up membership thls
would not have been possible,

Matters nearly came to o hrenk last
night, but the matter was patched up
for i while and the delegates ate-
tended this morning’s sesslon. This
afternocon, howevaer, they held a meect.-
Ing it the Carls Ritz hotel and de-
clded definitely to have nothing meore
to 1o with tho convention.

Tollowing this meeting the Win-
niveg and Ottawa delegates this
e J..lng lsaued a statement in tha
form of n letter to the pruesident of
the association, outlining thelr posl-
tion. In It they claim that while
Ontario has only 7,563 pald up mem-
bers to 11,673 in the rest of the Do-
minion it has 94 accredited delegates
while the rest of Canada hias only
54. 'They disclaim the Impression
that an attempt is belng male tn
formulate a political orgarization
with wne idea of running the vuntry
and declare that “the attitvr.® »a0pt-
ed from time to timo by tl & Tozonto
and Ontario delegates of jeer .5 and
howling at outside delegates 1with
whom they may not agree s not can-
ducive to harmony or good results.”

Not Seeking Outside Assistance,

The westerners, who follow In thelr
organization the principle of pay as
you go and taking no outside assist’-
nnce, have taken the view that it way
not in accord with the principles of
the assoclation to- continuaily scek
asslstance from civic and provin.lal
governments. Thelr bodles have
been built through thelr own efforts.
They declare that it Is because of
thie asslstance that ‘'Toronte has
been able to be so strongly repr:sent-
ed. They belleve that there js an
effort upon the part of an element
in Toronto to use the assoclation for
its own aggrandizement. They de-
clare that o city of Toronto's slze
should have far more than 2,267 paid
up members, Tt was stated among
them Inst nigut that before they
leave Toronto they will ask.from theo
floor of the conveation an explanation
of tne budget of the local association
for the coming vyear in which it is
stated that $22,000 will 'e required or
thereabouts to maintain the organiza-
tion locally. Without clvic asslist-
ance to the extent of $10,000 it would
not be self-supporting. In Winnli-
peg with a pnid up membership of
3,500 affairs ore conducted by o
secretary and two stenographers.




‘.hile representing a mombership of
11,677 left a total balance not repre-
~enterd at the caucus of 8,469. This
ix further proof of the manifestly
unfalr methods of recording our
opinions under the present votlng
fvS§tem. :

“We would reler ou for precedent
tc the motion which we have sup-
poited to the labor organizations of
tingland, who take thelr vote in the
“ame way &8 we proposced.

“While fully realizlng the absolute
necex«lty for compromising in con-
ventions of this natuie, and while
teady to compromise on any subject
uider the sun except principle, we
{eel that here principle 18 belng as-
sailed, and we cannot compromlse on
nrinciple. It is therefore the opinion
of the delegates hereo asesmbled that
wa cannot further participate in the
dellberations of the present conven-
tion untll th2 principles contalned In
the followling resolutions have been
tecognized av o f(alr basgils for record-
ing the votes of the delezates repre-
senting the various branches thrcugh-
out the Dominion.

“SWhen a poll Is demanded at anv
national convention of the associa-
tion, each branch shall on any ques-
tion have one vote for each member
fnr wwvhom retitrn has been made to
the Dominlon headquarters and for
whom per capita tax is made tn full
to the end o. the quarter Immedinte-
1y preceding the convention.

“With the added compromise as
asreed upon In the caucus held this
morning an dsuch compromise to pre-
vall at the present convention, ‘that
hranchey of less than 200 members
should ave 23 votes and that dele-
gates appointed from provincial or-
ganizations shall have 200 votes, and
that provinces not having a provine-
clat arganization shall elect from
ams2y theirr nuniber of delezates
pregent ona to cast 200 votes for that
province.’

“The latter compromlse was agreed
upon as being fair to the delegates
who are at present attending trom
piovincial assoclatlons and from
bhodles of a small voting capacity, and
it Is agreed upon only for the present
convention. .

General Conditions Bad.

“It iIs further submitted that gen-
eral cendition of affalrs prevalling at
tiils convention are such that sve do
no consider It right or desirable that
we should particlpate further In Jdts
dellberations.

“We have recelved from the con-
vention the unfortunate Impression
tnat an attempt is being mmade to
formulate a political organization
with the Idea of running. This Is not,
nor never has been "our conception,
nor was It tho intention at the Incep-
tlon conventlon held at Winnipeg.
April, 1931%.

“We have faith\Un a just cause and
the honor of osur fellow cltizens, and
helleve that such .mecans to abtain
Justice are entirely! unwarranted at
the present time.

‘“\We are firmly «of the coavition
that the attitude adopted (rom time
to time by the Toromto and Ontarlo
delegateas of jeering und howllng at



outside delegates with whem'they
may not agree is not conduclive to
harmeny or good results. \With the
predominance of voting power from
Ontario and having in view a resolu-
tion submlitted to your conventlon
that thils assoclation enfer actlvely
into the political arena, we tell that
we cannot assume joint responsibllity
{for any action of this convention.

“Our action in retiring I8 prompt-
ed xolely by our determination to
gsanfeguurd the cause of returned men
and our comrades still in France, and
it Is our opinlon that movement is on
foot, which, on thoe present basis of
voting, would make It possible to
haive an undesirable element carry
personal aims to the detriment of the
welfaren of Canada and the cause of
our comrades.”

The letter Is signed by R, B. Max-
well, prcsident of the Great Wav
YVeterans' association, Winnipeg
branch, and D. F. Pldgeon, president
of the Great War Veterans' associa-
tion, Ottawa branch,

By a vote of 83 to 71 the conven-
tion refused to adopt thc system of
proportlonal representation and re-
taln tho present system of voting on a
basis of one vote for each delegate.
The changn was favored by western
and Quebece delegates, supported by
the Ottawa delegatlon.

Major Buchanan, representative of
the penslon board, addressed the
convention on the question of pen-
sions and pointed out that the board
was purely admlnistrative, not legis-

lative. “We must abide by the

government's regulations,’” he sald.
President I’urney announced

wvaen the G.W.V.A. conven-

tion openetd thiy morning that
Yice-Presldent Shanahan, who was
yesterday found by the conven-
tion to be ineligible to continue on the
executive owing to not belng 2 mem-
ber aof a local branch, had withdrawn
from the sesslon, although It was de-
clided yesterday that he might remain.
Increase Clothing Allawance

‘The pres'i'nt read a telegram from
ths militle department to Comrade
Glylm, JM.P.P., stating that dating
from April 1, 1918, the clothing al-
lowance to soldiers on discharge
w?uld te $35 Ilnstead of $7 ny form-
erly.

A discussion on whether public
sympathy was with the G.W.V.A. was
pacticipated In by Comrade G. Mur-
rell. He did not think the public was
showing the consideration and feel-
Ing that was the dua of the returned
men. There was no doubt of the
loyalty of the putlic.

Comrade (Rev.) Mackintosh sald:
“We returngd soldlers must be care-
ful or we will allenate public sym-
pathy by ingratitude.”

The allern labor question will be
detated on Friday, when a lengthly
resolution preparecd by the speclal
allen ecnemy committee comes up for
disrussion. The principal polnts of
the resolution.are:

1. "All enemy allens, not already so
employed, to be.interned and per-
form work of national Importance.

- Enemy aliens not to travel more
than flve :nlles without a paasport.

J. Appelntment of an alien enemy
custodian.

.I: Rigld enforcement of registro-
tion.

3. Super-tax on incomes of enemy
allens.

6. Prohlbitlon of enemy alien pub-
lications.

T No enemy aliens In federal, pro-
vinclal er municipal positions.

§. Allled allens to be conscripted
or deported to thelr own countrles.
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