JA10 PEROUNAL
ATTAGKS TAKE UP
VALUABLE TIME

Chairman Purney Appeals to
War Veterans to Get Down
, to Business,
OTTAWA DELEGATE IS
WELCOMED ON RETURN

Report rgu—lh _lnli.-rnmng of
Alien Enemies in
P Canada.

Speecin]l to The Jouraal.

TORONTO, Aug. 2 -—Chairman
Purney, before proceeding with the
regular order of business, at the
Great War Veterans' conventlion
this morning, made yn appeal for
the ellmination of personal attacks
from discussions and for the general
speeding i,:p of business.

- “This gathering,”” he declared.
“has been in convention for severa!l
days and while we have discussed
matters of vital importance, wg
have disposed of none of the very
big questions before us. In futore
let us confine ourselves to reme-
dies, and let us not take up the time
of the convention with past mils-
takes. Let us show the public we are
business men, capable of handling
these questions. By so doing, we can
rrgaln whatever public confidence
we have lost through recent regret-
table events.”

Echo of the Split

In opening the convention, Chalr-
Mman Purney announced his pleasure
of seeing Comrade K. C. McPher-
son, of Ottawa, a member of the Do-
minion executive, In attendance at
the convention. The annpuncement
wWas greeted with cheers.

“I"have not gone to such lengths
to welcome any other late arrival,”
sald the chairman, “but I think you
will agree with me that this occasion
demands extraordinary mention, in
view " of the recent regrettable
eventa.”

Comrade Wm. Richards, Frederic-
ton, N.B., asked the president 1to
read the following statement:

“With your permission I Just
Want to say a few words relative to
the disagreement of delegates from
Ottawa and Winnipeg as to voting
&t this coanvention. Had they taken
the wise counsel of the president,
such a course would never have
happened, and it la due to the
patient and lmwuu Judgment of
the president that a crisis was
avoided. Mayor Church, the chams
plon of every returnad soldier, Hall-
fax to Vancouver, has again asked
us to stick tdgether and be united
as comrades of the great war.
Therefore I ask the comrades here
assembled to not break the chain,
but be united for the benefit of re-
turned soldiers.”

Intern All Aliens,

With practically no discussion the
convention unanimously adopted the
report of the special committee on
the alien enemy question. The re-
port urges the internment of all
enemy allens not engaged In work
of national Importance, the con-
scription of enemy allen labor, the
appointment of a custodian of enemy
alien property, and the cutting In
half the minimum incomes on which
alien enemies may be taxed.

The clause urging the abolition of

-




the ’ubll?ﬂoa ‘:: .llrn'l:w
-ndom? *b';'.*' Comrade MeNell, of

Saskatchewan.
Most lqnfllﬂl.

“I'am only too sorry.” sald Com-
rade MacPherson, “that 1 was not
here when the fireworks Were on.
{ am indeed deeply sorry that such
an incident has taken place, and
that the Ottawa and Winnipeg dele-
gates have withdrawn. 1 am not in
a position 1o Judge their action be-~
cause | am in possegsion of only
hearsay evidence regarding the with.
drawal and the events leading up to
it. 1 think, however, that it ls most
regrettable that Ottawa and Winnl.
peg have withdrawn.” s

President Purney read Lo the cén.
yvention the statement given out by
the Winaipeg and Oltawa delogales
as 10 why they had retired from the
convention. 1 move, seconded by
Comrade Jenkins, of Ottawa, that
this statement be lald on the table
without fusrther discussion,” sald
Comrade Creelman, Montreal

Moved an Amcndment,

“! would move an amendment
that a small commitiee of three be
appointed to meet the desegates and
gsee If they cannot return to thls
cenvention” sald Comrade MacPher-
son of Ottawa. "These ure two of
the Jargest branches In Canada and
1 think that some effost should be
made Lo have the breicn closed. We
do want to be united and we do not
want diserganization springlng up
all over Canada. ‘

“l would second the amendment
becausd | want the impression o Ko
out that every effort has been made
by the convention to reach an agree-
ment,”” sald Comrade Dryson, Cal-

EAry.
On the motion belng put te the
convention, there Was AN oOVer-

whelming vote in favor of a sub-
committee being appointed by the
chalr.

President Purney appointed Com-
rade Hendrie, Hamliton; Creelman,
Montreal and Dryson, Calgary, to
meet the Winnipeg and Ottawa
delegates

“1 would ke to rise to & question
of privilege,” sald Comrade Power,
Quebec. “I have seen my photo in
the paper with the statement that
I am an Insurgent. 1 am net an
insurgent of any kind. 1 refuse tlo
insurge against anything. 1 want to
keep the G.W.V. A, alive, no malter
what compromise may have Lo be
reached.” (Applause.)

When the convention opened, Capt
Powers, M P.. Quebec, sald that he
wished % Introduce a non-conlen-
tious resolution providing that the
headquarters staff and depol battal-
lon in Canada shou!d be flled by
men who have seen service at the
front.

The resolutiopn was carried unani-
miously.

Papers Published In German.

Conmirade MeNell, of BSaskatche.
wan, sald a serious situation obtain-
ed in the West where newspapenr
were published In the German lan-
guage. ‘“The situation Is Intoler.
able,” he stated, “and we have for a
long. long time been asking for, but
getting no actiom by the Govern.
ment. "“We Iin Baskatchewan realize
that we must look at the problem un-
prejudicially, for we must assimlilate
the allens. We have three groups—
Those actually disloyal, those neutral
but ready to go whichever way Lthey
are pushed, and those loyal.

“In Baskatchewan papers are pub-
lished in German. Omne of these |s
Der Courler of Regina. Its articles
are extremely dangerous.

“The Uermans in Saskatchewan
are isolating and segregating them-
selves and In every way are siriving
to maintain their old traditions apart
from the Canadians. We have pro-
tested to the Govermment, but have
received evasive sfswers. We have
asked that papers be used to circu-
late pro-Ally propaganda, but the
Qovernment has not seen fit to do

“.l'l
Amendment Carrvied,

An amendment carried, providing
that any branches In a province
where there is a Provinecial Associa-
tion should have to obtain a charter
from the Provincial Association be-
fore being given a Dominion charter.

Comrade Goodwin moved a resolu-
tion that the Provincial and Munli.
cipal Governments be requested to
issue no further licenses to allled
allens to conduct ice cream stores,
shoe shine parlors, pool rooms, etc.,
and that such licenses where poOs-
sible should be given to returned
soldlers and that if such legisiation
{a not aiready in effect it shouid be
put into effect,

Comrade Turner, M.P.P.., Regina,
suggested that the resolution should
be referred back to the Resolution
Commitiee. It was finally decided
to refer the matter back.

Provincial Control.

The discussion on Provinclal con-
trol waa one which occasioned long
debate. Btrong objection was taken
by delegates Peart and Jenkins as
to the position taken by the Ottawa
branch of the G. W. V. A. “They
have Always refused to co-operate
with the Provinclal organization
and have taken out a private
charter under the name of the Re-
turnad Soldiers” Association.”

Capt. MacPherson (Ottawa)—
“The name has been changed to
that of the Great War Veterans'
Assoclation of Ottawa.”

*“As this constitution comes from
Ottawa, we naturally look for the
nigger in the woodplle,” stated Com-
rade Taylor, Kingston.

“Ottawa had nothing to do with
thia," sald President Purney.

*“0, Canada™ will be sung before
the national anthem at all gessions
of the convention. Comrade David-
spn, Peterboro, returned Chaplain,
made an Impassioned plea today
that this should be done. “We are
both Britons and Canadians.” he
sald, “while we have an outlet of
our British feeling. but we have no
outiet as Canadians. As returned
veterans we should show that we
stand for Canada, first, last and al-
ways, and In deoing stand for the
best interests of the pire.” (Ap-

plause.

Comrade Davidson withdrew that
part of his resolution which would
make the singing of ‘O Canada’ bind.-
ing in the locai nches. It will be
recommended to the branches, how-
ever, that such should be done.
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