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THE SOLDIERS’ GRIEVANCES,

To the Editor of The Globe : The let-
ter appearing in your columns to-day
signed by J. W. Bengough suggests two
real grievances which the Canadian sol-
dler may have as an underlying cause of
the recent rioting in this city., The sec-
ond one, which I wish to discuss, has
recelved much attention for the past
four years from ene end of Cunada to
the other. e suyg :

“That whereas they (the returned mol-
dlers) risked life and limb (and in many h
cases lost the latter) in hard service !n
the trenches for a pittance of £1.10 per
day, they return to find foreigners-—in
many cuskes [alien  envmies--making all
kinds of money in the munition plants b
and other employment.”

This statement {8 quite correct so far
as it goes, but is unfair hLiecause ineom-
plete. The soldier upon his return finda
alwo Canadians at home in comfort and
safety in vurious capacities, earning in
some cases many times what js necessary
a4 a living wage. It iy notable that ovar
200,000 men coming under clasg one of
the M. 8. A, have obtained exemption, ac-
cording to figures published in April of
this year. These are presumably Cang-
dians, and not fercigners.

I mention this, uot ro suzpest that ‘
the resentment felt ugainst foreigners
should be directed azuinst wealthy stay-
at-home Canadinns, but to show how {I- b
logleal is the fecling aguinst aliens s0
long a8 they are penceable und law-
abliding. It ix well to remember that-
these peopnle wore invited to otir shorer
by our Governmment as immigrants and
I proper steps were pot taken at the
time to see that they ahould within a
reagonable time hbecome eltizens that is
not the alien's faut. As regards this
question of the relutive responsibility of
the ‘alien and the Canadian citizen, it
would sesm that much more would natur-
ally L:cxpected of the latter, who haa
Nved here from ehildhood nnd has all
his life heen trained to uphold the ideals
for which we ure Hghting.

The serious problem ix really not what
Mr, Bengough states, but is coutained
in the following question: “Can a nation
conseript or ask some of its citizens
to volunteer fur uverseas services, with fts
attendant hardship and risks and on a
bare living wuge, and at the same time
allow many others te amass fortunes?"

Bome slght attempt has been made
to apswer this iestion by taxiation, The
proper answer js suggested in the faint.
hearted demund which has heen voiced
from time to time that wealth be con-
seripted.  The practieal fdea might bet-
ter be calted ‘conscription of in-
comes.” The Litter cxpression is self-
explanatery and would simply mean a
graded fucome tax so severe that no in-
come, Including dividends and salarles,
could exceeid, #ay, $10,000, and most
would he graded down te ray $1,500, No
lower income should be taxed,

Surch & scheine woulll abviously present
many difficultics, but not necessarily
inauperable ones, The great barrier to
bringing in such fair and just legisiation
is the fart that the influential men of
the country are also men of wealth, Just
as many men have sacrificed money and
position to go overseas in the army, so,
many wealthy men would be glad to
make monetary sucritives to see a falr
method of distribution of cost of the
war, None, however, {n places of in-
fluence would care to be in the position
of leading n definite, determined agita-
tton to bring this about on account of
the probable bitter antagonism of some
of their business friends and aesociatea,

Thera I8 surely a chance here for
some Canadian to show the world that
Canada can produce a great man with
moral courage cqual to that of a Lloyd
George or a Wilson, 1f sich cannot be
found in the political arena it does mot
geem eutirely unreasonable to look to
some leader in the financial or tndustrial |
world to take the \nitintive. Canada fis
grent on the field of hattle, but she has
not yet shown her groatness as & suc-

emocracy.

ce;l:-r;\‘ilndd this demand for proper dis-
tributlon so far ss possible of the :0“
of the war in money and suffering there
is not the iden of nnarchy or even of
soclalism. It is the just desire of law-
abiding citizens for British fair play in
a democracy tbat they wish to be real.

Toronto, Aug. 6. Fair Play.
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