REPLY TO THREAT
OF GENERAL STRIKE

Manitoba Bridee & Iron Co.
. Refers to Efforts of Agitators
to Run the Country

" \Thile orzanized labor in Winni-
pes I3 takinz @ strike vote In s)ymn-
pathy with the strikinz metal work-
era .on account of an injunction lg-
sucd agalnst them by the - Manltoba
Bridge and lrou work for $100,000
the compuny hay lssued a statement
the only weapon left to them [for use
against lawless’ inrerference.

The company claims that the in-
Junction prevents the metal trade
workers from ever using intimida-
tion against employees ensaged  to
work in the shops. TThe company
further clahing that it iIs still prepar-
cd to enter Into negotiativons with the



men in regard 1o Increasead WiasCS
and that a general strilke is a resort
tvo brute force. .

The statement also says that the
question now I8 whether the country
Is In the hands of clected representa-
thves or & “small coterle of agitators.”

‘The following is the statement is-
stied by 1. D. Guy., counsel for the
Manitoba Bridze and Iron works.

Company's Statemont

“WIith reference to the article ap-
pearinz in this morning's Free Press
Indicatiny that a general strike was
being ordered by the Trades and
Labor council, the. Manitoba Bridge
and Iron Works, Limited, on ‘whose
behalf the injunction in question wasd
ottained, states its positlon as fol-
low s

“I'he Injunction was the only wea-
pen left to the company to fight in-
t'midation and lawlessness on the
purt of the strihers, who threw down
their tools in the face of the unani-
mons finding of the Royal commls-
sion appointed for the purpose of
Investizating thelr grlevances, oi
which commission there was i repre-
sentative of labor who jolned In the
findings on all lmportant questions,
including the question of wages, and
only dissented on the number of
hours constituling a working day
Notwithstanding the finding of the
commission, the company wasg still
preparcd, and s yet prepared to ne-
cotiate with their men on the ques-
tion of witzes. The action of tho
company 1n obtaining the injunction
was merely calling to its uld the law
of the land to prcvent the strikers
from Intimidating apd preventinz
other wourkmen to excrcéise thelr right
to sell their labor as they saw fit, and
before such injunction could be ob-
tained it was necessary to submit
proof to the courts that such intimt-
dation had been openly practiced.

“*I'he action of the Trades and La-
Lor council in calling a general strike
is i resort to lawlessness and brute
torce to attaln their ends. They are
rot prepared to abide LY the laws
passed by the fully elected represen-
tives of the peuple. I the law i
wiong in principle which permits an
injunction in a case of this kind, the
proper course for the Trades and
l.osbor council Is to agltate [for n
change of the law, but until it I3
changed the emploser has the un-
dloubted privileze of Invoking -the ald
st the courts to protect his rights and
property.,

“I'he action of the ‘Frades and
[.abor council 1s on a par with the
 ccent proceedings of the Trades and
|, abor counclii of Vancouver ordering
t 2f-hour strike and which was
tbruptly terminated by the patriotic
nterference of the returned soldlers.
This matter resolves itself Into a
question as to whether the govern-
r.ent of the country is in the hands
nf the duly clected representatives ol
the people and the courts, or in the
hands or a small coterie of agitators.
~o far as the Manitoba Bridze and
Iron works 13 concerned, they havo
 cpeatedly offered to mecet commit-
tces of their men for the adjustiment
0¢ their ditferences.”

Baard of Trade Committee Named

Five members of the Winnipes
board of trade will act on a special
committee with others in studying
the labor situation and dealin there-
with., This has reference to the gen-
eral situation and not to the partlceu-
latrr dispute between. the Metal \Work-
er's and thelr employers.

A letter from the Canadian Manu-
facturers”  association asking the
appointinent of tive board of trade
irembers to form part of this com-
mittee, consisting of twenty mem-
bers, filve each (rom the board of
ti1aade, the Builders'® exchange, the
Citizeny’ alllance, and the Canadian
Manufacturers® asgsociation, wasread
a1t the board mectinz yesterday af-
ternoon, and acted upon. The men
named for the committee were the
fiva who acted in the postal situa-
tion. IF'red Cox, R. Drlscoll, tl. Bruce
Giordon, C. N. Jackson and 1. D.
Martin, ‘
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