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WARTOCHANGE
CANADASLAWS

" Those Regarding Right of

Asylum and Socialism
Must be Altered

SPEECH OF AIKINS

Head of Canadian Bar Asso-
ciation Addressses Body
in Montreal

(Canadian Preass Despatch,)
Montreg.); 3—as &

of the war changes will have to be
niade in the laws regarding the right
of asylum and Socialism, Sir James
Aiking, K.C., President of the Can-
adian Bar Association, told this body
at its annual convention which open.
ed here at the Ritz Carlton to-day.
At the outset Sfr James Aiking
discussed the progress made in se-
curing the uniformity of Provincial
laws, &nd referred Ly the fact that
Commissioners appointed by the
various Governments were neeting
here to-day. He expressed hope that
the representatives of the Bar As-
sociation in the V’rovinces will co-
operate locaily with the Commis-
sloners and work heartily together
to advance and effect a common pur-
bose, that was the unification of
those laws which, while they be es-
sentially within Provincial jurisdic-
tion, affect business dealings he-
tween people in different Provinces.,

Local Autonomy.

A few npoliticians had expressed
the view that the unification of the
law may be an invasion of Provinci-
al jurisdiction. On the contrary, it
acknowledged local autonemy. Husi-
ness law was econventional, and the
convention agreed upon was sup-
Posed to contain the fairest and
easiest rules for conduct in trade of
all people, wherever living., ‘Thus
- the law merchant originated. 1f one
Jurigdiction declined to acvept the
conventions agreed upon by others,
necessarily it would in time be out
of the smooth trude current and ity
peopte would bLe hampered. This
was recognized in principle by con-
ferring. on the Dominion the regu-
lation of trade and commerce.

If  the nations between which
there fs large trude were to agree
upon some uniform domestic busi-
nes laws to factistate such dealings,
that would not affect their severyl
State soverelgnty of autonumy.
The nations of the British Com-
monwealth, the United States ani
France, which have fought side by
side, naturally wil co-nperate for
mutual protection, and will probably
have more constant trade relations,
That flow of trade will seek the
freest facilities, among other things
easily understood, common = and
constant rules of business conduct,
in other words, uniformity of laws.

Falrness Must Rule.

"The war,” the Prestdent continu-
ad, “has made manifest many con-
~ditions against the evils in  which
laws. will have to be made and the
£ood in which will have to be nur-
.tured and brought to fulness, but
in all the principle of fairness must
he applled. For instance, new posi-
tive law will have to be enacted con-
trolling conduct in the many phases
of Bocialism accentuated and devel-
ouped by the war. Soclalism i3 a
word that covers many right ideas
and a multitude of errors, everything
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from Bolshevlki, the L. W.W. and an-
archism to the policy that aims at
sccuring through the Yederal and
Provincial Governments a better dis-
tribution and 'n  subordination to
that u better productlon of wealth,
n its best sense, Socialism should be
|synonymous with democracy, where-
[in every person serves and possesses
according to the collective wi)l of
the people. Some of those new
phases are shown in more frequent
strikes, not only by employees of

private concerns, but of the public;
shown In profiteering not only by
those controlling eapital, but by La-
bor in the demand for the provin-
citalizing or nationalizing of public
utilities and national resources and
for the conscription of wealth; for
the adoption of different taxation, so
that its incldence may fall equally
on the people for whose benefit and
safety our ordinary and war debty
were Incurred, and for the national
control of orgnnizations the _govern-
ment of which ts outside of Canada.
As a resnlt of the war and its dis-
closures there must also he changes
In our international law, clearly solt
in respect to the right of asylum,

Nutlon Should Tove Itself First,

SWH) Canada, as sole master with.
in its own bhoundaries, after this
allow the old right to all people of
al) countries, even though heaithy,
capable of earning their own living,
| and not convicted of crime, and
though belonging to the Cauncasian
ricce? T think not.

“A nation should love ftself first,
Our essential duty and the obligation
of its Government {s te create and.
maintain those conditions which will,
make for the highest moral, inte?-|
lectunl and physical developnient ot |
Canadian c¢itizens and cordlal sym-;
pathy and co-operation between
them, and thus make the natloa up-
right, strong and prosperous. Mnre~l
over, i{f Canada has this faith and!
it was born for a great world pur-
Pose, to help in maintaining peacs !
and to ald other nations toward the|
uttainment of the same freadom of;
self-wovernment, and similar elovat-|
ed ideals it possesses, then it sbould;
religitusly guard agalnst the Intro-
ductlon of etrangers from other
countries who may hinder In the
rerfarmance of that duty to itselt
and to fte citizens and in the attain-
ment of that world purpnse, Can.
ada and the UUnited States have err-
ed In thiz respert, and this war hns
torn off the veil and more fully Als- )
closed the ugly fact. Xven hefore
the war that error was made mani-
fest in indostrial dissensions, in the:
Jjznorant, too often corrupt, use of
the franchise and fallure to under.
stand the privileges and responsi-!
bilities of our ffee institutions and
Government, in the denationaliz.’
Ing, and too frequently demorallzing, |
foree of undesirahle foreigners. De. |
tached by distance from thelr own !
people, they generally are all for self
mwnd none for the adopted nation.

Will be a Sick Nation,

If, then, larger numbers are ad-
mitted to asylum in Canada from
foreign lands, of different race, tra-
clitions, language and spirit than {t
can quickly  and  qufetly absorb,

(*anada will be a sick natfon, with a
long period of convalescing weak-

ness. Its duty to itself is to keep
healthy. That all peoples are not
our brothers or even our neighbors,
at all events for our own national
burposes, {8 recognized by the de-
sire of the allles and of the races
themselves to have boundaries of
national Governments determined
by language, traditions and spirit, I
think I can safely say that as all
parts of Canada have been so fong
pari of the benign British Empire,
Canada’s traditions and spirft are
Dritish, and all true Canadian citi-
zens have a common purpose with
which ng persons or powers extern-
al to ourselves should bo permitted
to interfere.

‘“There are two languages here—
Engiish and French, No others
should be recognized as  Canadian.
Wit not the test in the British Com-
monweaith and the United States
be nationality and not domiclle as
(n the past, thus follawing the codse
Napoleon? To a Imited extent
United Kingdom legislatlon has al-
ready made it so (see Trading With
Fuemy Act, 1916). Rut what of in-
ternpational law ? The liun and Bul-
#ar, Austrinn and Turk have not re-
frained from stealing or murdering
because they feured the penalty, for
blinded by their conceit they chal-
lenged the power of the nations to
enforce it

Lesson for Germany.

~ “The English and French speak«
ing peoples ure an agency to teach
Germany that it it does not love ita
neighbors, such as Belgium anag
Serbia and Russia, and respect thelr
rights, there are others who do
and will defend them against brutal
outrage, and mightily correct the of~
fender, teach it that international
law i3 positive law, based on the
undamenial unity of human nature,
and that the nations which bring
forth the fruit of righteousness and
respect internationn) law are n rock
of refuge and of defonce, and who-
soever shall fall on that stone shall
be broken, and on whomsoever 1t
shall fall it will gring them to pow-
<o, To-day the stone fs falling on
those Central bowers which loved
themselves excessively and thelp
neighbors not at aly."

Bankruptey Legislation,

The need of fresh Ie islati nl-
ing with h:mkrnptcy wguu dG?l'l‘l d\:i‘ilh
in u paper read to the assocliation
this afternoon by S. W. Jucohs, K.C.
M.P., of Montreal, Mr. Jucobs point.
ed out that the measure which had
been introduced into Parlfament last
sesston was put over to the next sen-
#lon to enuble conferences to be held
with people interested. Ie detallod

16 clitusen of the act, which is to he
reprinted und re-introduced next sea-
slon, laying emphasis  on the fact
that there had bheen no attempt on
the part of iny une wection or class
of the communtty to obtain anything
}!tl),r' Itself fram the enactment of the
1 .

The (‘n;;la{vl:llan Bar Assoclation was
ody to take up 4 me re
of thls kind and pee mpn thn?l‘;lhe
same was put through the House,
and the community as a whole wag
looking to the assaciution for not
merely assistance, aympathy and co-
operatian, hut thac it should take
the lead In this Federal measure, and

to zee that no longer would there be
any further delay in what had been
for the past forty years a crylng
evll and abuse, that was the want of
2 mensure to come to the assistance
of those who had the right to de-
mand that, having given up to their
creditors everything they posxessed,
and belng unable to carry on furth-
er owing to clrcumstunces over
which they had but a lmitad con-
trol, some assistance should be glven
them to place themselves on thelr
feet agaln to resume ohce more, and
ito make wome distinction between
‘the honest debtor who hiad In no way
ja8ttempted to do his creditors out of
what justly was due to them, and a
Idllhoneu! man who was in business,
ibringing losa upon the people who
itrusted perhaps blindly in what
they conceived Lo be the party's hon-
jesty.
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