Editorial

The problem  of industrial and ec-
onomic wljustment which  will con-
front vs after the war, must ever be
in the minds of the leaders of the Na-
tion and it is by no means  too early
to formulate definite plans for solving
this question, no matter how long Lhe
war may yvet go on. Several of the
large dailies throughout  the Domin-
jon have Jately given this malter ser-
ious  thought, Amongst them,  the
Toronto Star has drawn attention to
the possibilities which Northern Ont-
ario presents in the pursuit of 4 com-
prehensive policy of dealing with the
forest lands and in the employing of
n large foree in opening up and com-
forably settling new townships in (his
North Country.

A good beginning has aleeady been
made in the seltlement  of returned
soldie Gapuskasing  and  decid-
wdly there is no laek of chances of ex-
tending  this poliey for, any want  of
townships wdjoining the Canadian Gov
ernment  Railway  between  Cochrane
and Winnipeg, to settle thousands up-
on thousands when the war industries
close their doors, leaving great num-
bers of unemployed and an army of
near half a million men is to be dis-
bhanded.
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But the Star certainly missed an op-
Vortu v when, in_ ;ul\'uuutiﬂg  poliey
of dealing with the forest lands and of |
settling new  townships avound here, |,
it did not come out strongly for thel,
extension of the T. & N. 0. Railway |,
to James Bay. [

“on o the B was i slogan ||
which as far back as 4911 took hold ot |!
our visitors from the southern pares|!
of Ontario and brought forth a I-
ution passed unanimously at a subs
(quent meeting of the ontario Associal-
ed Boards of Trade, urging the Pro-|¢
vineial Government to extend the T |
& N. 0. Railway immediately to James
Bay. And as our Premier, Siv Wil-|f
liam Hearst, at that time voiced the|T
feeling of the meeting “This would be [t
for the benefit, not for the people liv-|?
ing in that portion  of the Provines|!
alone, but for the advantage of the|i
whole of Ontarin,™

Surveys for the proposed extension |}
have meanwhile been practically com- (s
pleted and everything was ready to
begin actual work on this line when |
the war commenced and imposed rigil t
retrenchment. it

This extension is in  veality tha|’
missing link in the transformation of
this great hinterland of the Province
from @ wilderness into  an  integral
part of the most productive area of
the bominion. While numerous town|P
ships are only waiting to be settled
all along the line of the Transcontin-
ental Railway, west  of Cochrane, it]"
must not be overlooked that a more|’
rapid. and intense settlement policy
should take the way from South to
Norfh. It is unquestionably due to
the extension of the T. & N. 0. from |t
Englehart to Cochrane that the clima-|y
tic changes during the last few years|p
in the Agricultural portion of Temis«|e
kaming between New Liskeard and|t
Englehart must bé atiributed. Equally
It must be conceded that any Bettle-
ments along the Transcontinental rail-
WAy, running as it does fn almost
traight line from east to west, will
emain more or less subject to the
igors of an advanced northern climate|;
intil the lands further north are op- | &a
ned up. The extension of the T, &|ly
(. 0. from Coclirane and the Algoma |t
entral from Hearst will be the means|w
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of opening this further north country
and this development  between  the
l"l‘r;msrunl,im‘nl:cl and James Bay will

undoubtedly make for more pronoune-
Y|ed moderation  of climatic conditions
around here than any number of sel-
tlements on the line from east to west,
fes which it would provide the
ary feeders for the great trans-
ental railway.

cont

br. Cooke of the Geological Depart-
ment in Ottawa, who passed  through
=|Cochrane in the Summe of 1915 on
¢ from James Ba n an inter-
- (View given ab thal time, said of the
lands further north:

his v

200 wiles nortle of the Trans-
continental the elay helt extends with
Slthe same dense covering of sproee
-liaek  pine as around  Coehrane,
2| Broadback River being practie
-[limit  of the belt. The  timber in
cIplaces small, is nevertheless well fit-
sftedd for pulp wood,  For a distanee «
21100 miles the  Jand
»lwards the sea, eansing plenty of falls
-tand rapids, generaling unlimited wat-
-ferpowers.  this indieating  the enor
ilities of pulp and pape
in the far North. Besic
Al this o vast territory
[ possibilities for
sfment, in fact the clima conditions
flaround James Bay are nu
-Jloerops than thoss
[at e present time,

s rapidly  to-

shows  great
sultural develop-

avorahle
round Cochrane

—_— \

The actual taking over of the Can-

adian: Northern by the Government js
) nount interest o all the mun-
along the Intercolonial and
ontinental railways.  The
menl of the new Board s, as
been intimated,” more or less of a
; tempor, expedient for the operation
of the system, pending the final soli-
tion of the whole nationa
blem. For the p
of the Inlercoloni
Transcontinental  will
“[the same eontrol
|while  the Canadian N
[Will he operated by the new B
[representing the new Canadian Ne
rrn Company as o separate  business
entity, reme from the active i
eetion and influenee of fhe Railw
Department, but subject. nevertheles .
to the final arbitrament of the Govern-
ment in questions of finance or poliey

From the seneein the
Government ownership of the  Cana-
dian Northern on th, t of the prin-
cipal eities  Jike Winnipeg,  Toronto
and NMontreal and all the othep
and towns along jts
for granted that no ehange witl
place in assessment of ‘Canadian
thern property by the municipalitios
affected and that they will continue tn
levy faxes on this property for mun-
icipal purposes as herelofop:,

‘nt the operation
and the

under

. Mean-

Vils, we fake il

If nationa tion of the  different
previously  privately  owned  pailway
ems wonld e with it fhe ex-
rmption from municipal  taxation of
all such railway  pr ) affected,
the Government would build up sueh
A formidable apposition to nalionalj
ation from one end of the conntry to
the other to defeat its object. But
it exemption is not denanded of sueh
Government  owned  railway property
as has formerly  been controlled by |
private interests and it remains amend|
able to taxation, is it fair or just that|!
the Intercolonial and National Trans-
continental should expect to prepetu-
ate exemption from muniecipal  taxa-
tion, merely hecause they always have
been exemptel.

In the pertinent ecase  of our own
town it means that for the six
years at least the exempted railway
property, both National ’l‘r:msw-numl
ental and T, & N, 0., has amounted)’
to approximately lalf a million dol-|"
lars every year which at an average
tax rate during these years of say 35
mllls would have brought into the
municipal ~ treasury a vearly tax of
$17,500.00 if these railways had heen
privately controlled systems. For tha ¢
past six vears this twould have aggre- |
gated £105,000 which is equal to near-
1y BT “of the tofal debefiture debt of
the town of Cochrane, or in other
words it would have meant a saving|!
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of some 10 mills in the annual tax rate
for the  so sorely overburdened  tax-
L n fown.

The time  for an  adjustment  has
come when {his malter of exempting
Government  railway  property should
be thoroughly  thrashed  aut in Par-
liament and justice he done to those
municipalities who have in the past
suffered  so severly under it.  Why
should the town of Cochrane  be ob-
liged to absorb the total taxes on the
railway property within its municip-
alltles  when * the whole  Dominion
shiares in the faxes paid on Canadian
Northern property, also Government
owned ? .
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