POLICE HEADS FALL
 ASPESILTOF PROBE

Inspectors Mulhall and Verney

™ " From Service
by Board.

In a “resolution” zllling twenty-one
sheets of type-
written paper, the
Board of Police
C ommissioners
has issued i
findings on the
riots which occur-
red in Toronto in
August last. The
net result of the
investigation is as
follows:
‘T'he board found
Patrol Sgt. Curry.that the police
failed “in a sense,” to protect pro-
perty on the first night of the riots,
but alsc points out that this fallure
was largely due to the @nderstanding
that the military authorities were to
- be responsihle for .natntainlng\ order
among men Iin uniform. S
. Inspector John Mulhall and Patrol
Sergeant Henry J. Curry are retired
at once. o .
Inspector Verney is retired on Jan-
uary 1, next. :
P. C. Gordon Eillis is “advised” to
egecure.som2 employment “more suited
to his .capabilities.” o
The following are promoted—Sergt.
Snyder, to be Inspector; Patrol Sergt.
R. Anderson, to be Sergeant; Patrol
Bergt. Hobson 1o be sergeant; Act-
ing-Detective ‘Stewart to be full De- |
tecfive, and P. C. Chas. Peacock to
‘be Patrol Sergeant. : .
“ Merit Marks are awarded to Con-
stables Chas;, W. Scott, Wm. J. Tate,
Cecll Foster, Frank Marocco, Chas.
W. Johnston, Robt. Hyniman and
Herbert J. House.
' After outlining the circumstances
.Which led up to thy Investigation. and
referring -to the number of sittings
held and the witnesses called. the
report then deals specifically with
the attack on the White City Cafe.
The report coatinues: -]
“At this timo tho police had only
73 men on the streets, throughout the
whole of the city, which. contains a
territory of 32 square miles and 530
miles of streets, and the first Inti-
mation that they had of any riot be-
ing contemplated was about a quar-
ter to 6 p.m. The place was attacked
et € or 6.15 p.m.'and it was all over
at a quarter to seven. The riots
ceased at that time, and no further
rloting took place until 10 p.m., when
the White Star was wrecked, and
then the Marathon about 11 p.m. and
then in closé succession the Colonial,
Vendome, Palace, New London, Alex-
andria and Sunnyside Cafe.”

Inspectors Commended,

Sergt Snyder comes in'for consid-
erable commendation as result of
his action at the Colonial Cafe, where
he was “hit In the eye and had his |
face distigured, losing his helmet for
ten minutes” Both he and Inspector
Tripp “deserve credit” for their action
in preventing looting at this place.
.. The inaction of Inspector Mulhall,
during the attack on the Sunny-
side "Cafe, is severely scored. The
repont reads:

“At this Doint, while there were,a.
number of soldiers Inside of the
restaurant, breaking and smashing
things and lootiag it, there was =
number of police, at least 25, out-
slde, sufficlent to have prevented this
outrage, but instead of doing so, they:
_wero totaly inactive, and although
it was suggested to Inspector Mulhall
by one of thelr own number that they
should act, "nothing was don»; the
men apparently waiting for orders
from their officers, which never came.
Inspector Mulhall, Belng asked why
he did not interfere, stated that it
was dangerous, .

.

~As compared with this, the action ]

of Acting Detective Stewart shows to

great advantage. Shortly thereafter

the crowd dispersed. . .
Inspector Verney Scored.

“In connection with this raid on

the Sunnyside Cafe. the evidence |p

shows that rumors were received at
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No. 6 Station as early as half-past |t

seven on' the 2nd of August that there | d

was-a riot going.on. At ten minutes|o

to eleven a report {ffom the operator
was recefved to hold men going off
duty in reserve, and this report was
transmitted to Inspector Verney at
his house., three miles distant, at 1.35
in the mdrning. The inspector stated
osthat at twenty minutey to 2 a.m.
Patrol Sergt. Egan called him, up,
stating that returned soldiers; had
run amuck down town, and had ‘sack-
ed some Greek cafes. and that they
had just gone west, passingt he sta-
tion in autos, with the police in pur-
suit. ‘I did not leave my quarters, as

I thought I'would not be able to over- |,
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|fact that-after the first night's riot-

of other witnesses.

INSPECTOR- JAS. VERNEY,

| take them to be of any service! He

stated that he did not know of the
previous rumors or that any damage
was done until the next morning.”

Reference is then made to the .ar-
rangement belween the police and
military, *“whereby it was understood
that the police should show 'the ut-
most conslderation for all returned
soldiers, , especially those wounded.”
and that the Provost Marshal “should
.picket the streets .and arrest their
own men and have offenders pun-
[ished.”” - The report .continues:

Called on Military.

“On' the commencemznt of the
riots,-the acting chief, Inspector Dick-
son, -applied for assistance .to” the
military authorities, believing ' that
this agreement would be carried out,
as 4t had been from 1916 to the pre-
sent time, but he was informed that
they would not do anything unleg,s
the- RI6t Act was read. and Instead
of sending military police they sent
down’ about 100 soldlers-armed, with
rifles and bayonets and 25 rounds of
ball ammunition. and asked to have
a magistrate - with .them to read the
Riot Act. This offer was not accept-
ed by the polce authorities. but the
police undertook to deal with the
crowds the next day without any as-
sistance from the military, feellng
that they had better endeavor to han-
dle the crowds themselves. rather
than have the soldlers called upon to
tire down the streets of Toronto with
ball cartridge.” \- ;
Censure For Police.

After referring to the nature of the
attacks on the police by civillans and
returned soldiers, the report contin-

U the evidence of Mr. W. C. Miller,
secretary of the Retall Merchants'
Associntion, showed that it would
have been suicidal for the police to
have acted differently than they did
at any onc of the places mentloned
except at Sunnyside, the police being
{n sach small numbers and the rioters
being so vieclent and in such strength.
The hoard is of the opinifon us to
Sunnyside, however, that the police
should have acted -differently and
with more spirit and determination,
and it 1s a matter of regret to the
board - that the police force at that
point shot™]1 have so thoroughly fail-
ed in their duty.” [This they attribute|
to the lack of energy and Mitiative
on the part of the officers, and per-
haps to a misunderstanding as to the
real meaning of the arrangement be-
tween the military and the police
made in 1916, and uacted upon for a
couple of years.

“The board draws attention to the

L

ing the mobs were held in check and
no further damage was done or loss
sustained by tiic citizens.”

A large part of the report is devot-
ed to the case of Pte. Mason Button,
who claimed he was struck by three «
ppucemen while passing from the
corner of Yonge and. College 'streets
to the hospital. Pte. Button's evi-
dence Is ziven very fully, as Is that

Inciting the Rioters:

“The evidence of Sergt. Reeves
showed that while he and Sergt.
Cralg and P. C. Anderson were wall.
ing up Yonge street on the west side
°,f, Puchanan street they caught up
t¢ two or three soldlers, one of whom
was Button. Button was using very
strong: language, and the sergeant
said to them, ‘We don't -want to in-
terfere with you men at all; leave
the street for half an hour while we
get rid of the crowd,’ and Button re-
plied, ‘You go to hell. I will put a
L:ullet through you, you hid

m

Other evidence was reproduced, in-
- dicating that Pte. Button had taken
an active part, as far as he was able,
to Incite the rioters to attack the
Dolice. The report concludes, on this
point: A : T :
“The evidence of Major Railey and
the others would Indicate that But-
ton was struck while sitting on the
‘bench and afterwards Injured his
head when he fell down, being push-
.£d by the crowd that was passing by
‘at the time, as he had no cuts on his
head and no bleeding, only two or
three swelings.”

Who Struck Col. Hunter? -.

Dealing with .the- case_ of Lieut.- |

Col. Hunter, the report reads:. X
“All attempts at ascertaining who
struck Col. Hunter were met by evi-
dence to show that. he was not
struck by any policeman who admit-
ted doing so. Previous to his he-
Ing first struck, there were stones
and missiles thrown at the police
from side streets, and they were in-
structed to clear Yonge street. The
evidence with reference to Col. Hun-
ter does show that & number of po-
licemen were clearing. the streets
_v\vhem there’ was rioting and maobs,
and in all probability Col. Hunter
was struck in that rald. In spite of
every effort, by calling all the wit-
nesses, the board regrets that it was
Lrlnposslble to find cut who struch

m.”_

The board is of the opinion that
the evidence was not sufficlently
strong to establish the claim of Mr.
E. A, Wood that P. C. Hamilton was
the officer who struck him. Arany
Stones were being tLrown at the po-
lice at the time, as they were clear-
ing the street. K

Police-Sergt. Curry is held respon-
sible for striking Joseph Dwan, while

P. C.. Ellis" is- censured ‘in connec-'




| tion with the attack on Robert Part-
ridge, who was struck on the face.
Referring to Ellis, the report reads:

“The board was not satisfied
with the hesitating and shifty mdn-
ner in which P. C. Ellis gave his evi-
dence, and he does not appear to be
& man of sufficient intelligence to
occupy a position on the police
force.”

Dealing with the cause of the riot,
the report refers to the trouble be-
tween a returned soldier and a waiter
in the White City'Cafe. This s
given as the immediate cause for the
attack on that place.

the report, “‘there is plenty of evi-
dence to show that- there was a
strong feeling against foreigners,
One of. the resolutions passed by a
company- of the Great War Veter-
ans on February 11, 1917, is as
follows: ‘That a committee be ap-
pointed at once to approach any
employer- of labor {n Toronto who
is employing Germans and Austrians
on munitions and request that all
such allien enemies be dismissed. If
this is refused, that direct action be
mken to expel. such allens - by
force.

Added to thig was the sympathy
ot the citizens with the veterans.

.4 ©  Censire and Praise. . -

In conclusion, the report refers
to the charge made by Mr. H. H.
Dewart that the police failed to pro-
tect property. The Commissioners
found, on' this point, that the charge,
in' a. sense, has been . justified by
the evidence as to.what, occurred’
on the first day, but that the cause
of such faflure was largely owing
to ‘the understanding between the
military and the police and the Board
having given Instructions to the po-
lce to. treat  returned soldiers
with every kindness, leniency, and
consideration.”

The unexpectedness of the at-
tacks- on the first night, however,
is also recognized as a factor.. The
following. night, when the police
were out In force, the Board finds
that they did their duty, and that

the riot put down in that way than
to * have called on the military to
come out with' rifies and ball am-
munition to fire upon citizens,
and although some few ~ citizens
were. hurt, that the general result
was infinitely better than, if the
Board had taken the 'offer of the
military authorities and given them
the power of acting.”.

..

INSPECTOR J. MULHALL, '
who has been -~ __, _ . by Police

“Behind that, «\however,” continues.

“ijt was much better to have had |-
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Board for fallure of duty during raid
on Sunnyside Cafe. .
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