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VON ALVENSLEBEN NOMINATED

« ASKAISER'S VICEROY INB.C.

Emperor’s Agent at Van-
. couvgr Was to be Gover-
.nor of Canadian Prov-
inces When War Won by%
 Germany — Millions ofi
Wilhelm’s Persona 1
Money Invested in Tim-
ber and Mining Land on,
Pacific Coast - ‘ |

(Special Degpatch to The Globe.d
Vancouver. Nov. 17.—The news
ftrom Chicago that United States
Federal authorities have begun an
investigation to discover the iden-
:ity of a syndicate of German-Am- |
sricans “to whom many millions of ,
dollars’ worth of Canadian timber
_-and mineral lands, actually ownedi
Uy " ex-Kaiser Willlam, were trans-,
sferred by the former Emperor's
rgent in British Columbia, Alve von
Alvensleben, hus aroused consider-
able interest here,. where ‘von Al-
. vensleben for ten yeuars prior-to the
“war- had his: headquarters.
_“fhat von Alvensleben invested im-!
“tiense sums of German ‘'money in . ’
~“lhe- natural resources of this Prov- ‘251& with the accent of a native and
- ince i=- well-known: that much of ' ad nothing of the grossness which
\he meney belonged personally to is usunnny characteristic of the Ger-
_the: ex<Emperor is aiso andoubted. . map—even of the German noble. If
¥ fact, it was commonly under- his temperament was arrogant, as
| stood here for years before the war the Prusslan -temperament typic-
proke -out that many—if not” the ally is,. lie successfully concealed the
mejority—of von Alvensleben’s In- defect. With the people of Van-
 vestments were on the Kaiser's be- couver his principal fauit will con-
half,_and that belief had much to tinue to lie in the success with which
fo with ‘tite, prominence of von Al- | he concealed his manipulations as
vensleben's -firm in financial circles ja German agent, and the dcference
and with' his own position secially, which as a friend of the Kaiser he
for he was much courted by society | secured from the Britisn and Cana-
on this coast and in the adjoining | dian members of the social. world.
Blate of Washington.

t.arge Holdings.

Of von Alvensieben's large trans-
actions there is no question what-
ever. He acquired immense hold-
ings and the purchuce money was
us certainly money from Germany.
That he was the Kaizer's agent in
more respects than mercly a finan-
_vial one is also fairly well estab-
lished, uird, since his internment in
{he United States, the public here
has woven many stories »hout him,
his traneactions and  hi personal

) 2mbitions—some of Wi 1 are not
v.ithout good bacsis in ct. 1t is
nsserted that Alvo von Alveunsleben,
when the allies should be beaten
and Britain's colonies were taken
over by Gennany, was tae Kaiser's
nomince for Governor of British
Columbia. 'The Idea zt the reszent
date gseemed somewhat fur-ietched:
A yeur #go, however, it was by no
Jnosans such u remote contingency
imat such an appointment would be
1nade, and at the outbreak of the
war it was far from improbable, in
the minde of German residents, that
the people of the Pacific ’rovince
should have a Prussian Proconsul-
thip established over thiem,

The Alvensleben farily is one of
the oldest If not amonz the most
prominent of the Prussian aristo-
cracy, and a few years 2ago it was
a not unaccustomed boast by some
of our weaithier (Canadian) citi-
gens that they had visited the an-
cestral castle and enjoyed the hos-
pitality of the Count, the father of
the Vancouver speculator.

Modest Arrival.

The arrival of Alvo in British Col-
umbia was modest—hardly in keep-
ing with his importance as an Im-
perial Commissioner. But Alvo vor
Alvensleben is a German of keenel
intelligence than the majority of hi:
countrymen, and it js altogethe!
-likely that his object was to “gpy
out the land” before announcim
himself. He cngaged at first in_th
salmon fishing ‘business on the Fra
ger River, and married the daugh
ter of one ‘of the most successfu
canners inthe district. Tt was short
1y, after this that he estaplished him
gelf in Vancouver as a financia
agent and built up what was regard-
ed as the largest business of the
kind in the Province. -

Some seven years ago he was join-

« ‘ed by three of his five brothers:
Joachim, who was the presumptive
heir to the Countship, and who sub-
sequently was killed at Lille; Con-
stantine and Bodo, the latter of
whom, it was rumored, was shot as
e spy in London.

L Back to Germany.

Some months before the begin-
ning of the war Alvo’s three broth-
ers returned to Germany, but Alvo
himseif remained. At that time the
depression in business had set in
throughout the Province, and among
the firms that were currently men-
tioned as likely to suffer from a
slump in Provincial holdings was.
that of Alvo von Alvensleben. That
the money stringency affected his

¢ business is undoubted, but it is a
singular fact that, despite any ready
money difficulties with swhich he
may have been confronted, he re-
fused to sell his handsome residence
and grounds in Kerrisdale, although
he was offcred $150,000 for them.

k It is now said that he intended to
hold court in this mansion in his
capacity as the Kaiser's Vieeroy
when Germany had acquired con-
~rol of the Dominion.

Alvo von Alvensleben was well
tiked in Vancouver. He spoke Eng-
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