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- In the Winter of 1943-191i the Na-
tional Transcontinental -Railway was
practicaily completed and from Coci-
rane, baoth East and West, a regular
local traffic was maintained by the
Government through an arrangement
with a firm of contractors. In 1915 the
Government took over the road in its
entirity . and_ - commenced  regular
through traffic’ operations.

The assessed property value of.the
Nationdl Transcontinental. within the
limits ‘of the municipality’ of Coch-
rane was in 1914 $p62,000, in 1915 $287-
166, in 1916 $287,166, in 1917 $283168
and in 1918 $283,166 all of which as-
sessment - was exempt from taxation
as being Government property. In ad-
dition to this exempt assessment of the
Canadian Government Railways there
was the exemption of the property of
the Temiskaming and Northern vO}nt-
ario Railway, owned by the Ontario
Giovernment.  While various grants
and concessions’ made to the town of
Cochrane by the Temiskaming and,
Northern Ontario Railway Commission
would probahlv represent a reason-
able compensation for the loss of
taxes on their property previous to
1914, the assessment of this railway
property within the limits of the
municipality of Cochrane 'yvas in 1914
$245,000, in 1915 $205,000, in 1916 $205-
000, in 1917 $200.900 and in 1918 $200,-
900, all”of which, assessment was al-
50 exempt from taxation.

Owing to this heavy loss of. revenue
in taxes from the railways in Coch-
rane. on account of their being Gov-
.ernment owned amnd operated and
thereby exempt from taxation, the
private property in town has been as-
‘sessed at full value and a high rate
of taxation has in the past been levied
on these ratepnyers of -the town who
alone” have had to bear the burden’of
imperative im?rovements in- the mun-
deipality like ‘the building of Roads
and Sidewalks, Waterworks and Sew-
erage and School, for which even with
thé avowed. policy of rigid economy,
it became necessary to issue deben-
tures at various’ periods, aggregating
$178,000 which with intercst added, in-
curred: a total liability to the town of

:Furthermore the fire loss to the
unieipality of Coctirane in the Bush
of 1944, in addition to losses cov-
by insurance represented $33,500
ad-in the last Bush fire of 1916, in ad-
tion“to losses covered by insurance,
sprefented - 840,000 both of which
amounts have been raised by deben-
tureissues which, with ‘interest add-
hwurred a Jliability to the town of

ither of these fires

et th ,&own ‘of ‘Cochrane in the throes

Works ‘plants,” All “of which tended fo

|any

war - b‘wox‘f to- 2 complete stand-still,

-heavy burdep of the conseq-
“of ‘the war  without the com-
saung teaturcs of ‘war activities in
the: shape of munitinn and other war

bring’ the town financially to a period
of stagnation, totally unable to incur
extraordinary expenditure, no
matter haw beneficial such expendi-
ture might prove in the end.

Had the municipality been able to
levy taxes on the railway property
within the town limits at the rates
levied on other property assessment
since 1914, such taxes would have re-
presented a revenue from the Canad-
ian Government railways of $30,188.21
for general taxes and $14,741.44 for
School taxes and from the Temiskam-
ing and Northern Ontario Railway of
$22,615.52 for general taxes and $11.-
04356 for School taxes or a total re-
venue of $78,688.52 which amount
would have fully covered the two
fire losses sustained by the municipal-
ity and representing an annual rev-
enue of over $15,000 would practical-
Iy take care of the yearly debenture
payments on general improvements.

Under these circumstances. the pro-
gress of rebuilding the  town would
have been a more rapid one and the
problem  of furnishing housing ac-
commodation for 250 soldiers in con-
nection with the  demobilization
scheme of the Government would have
found easy solution.

On the other hand it is obvious that
the town cannot afford to lose this
opportunity which will bring back =
measure of prosperity in the oppor-
tunities offered for expansion and il
is not too much to expect that the
Government  should  give favorable
consideration to any plan which will
bring about the consumnation of the
scheme. )

Before the war, ariong the public
works designated for the town of
Cochrane was a colonization building
which was to be used in connection
with a vigprous immigration policy
anent the completion of the Nationat!
Transcontinental Railway. It should be
possible to persuade the Government
to put up such building immediately
and use it for the housing of the re-
turned soldiers during the duiration
of the m'muhlllzdhun period. even it
meanwhile temporary barracks  will
have to be erceted Lo have accommoda
tion ready within the course of a
month or at least six weeks. On the
other hand such barracks could in
very little longer’ time be constructed
on more solid lines and be used after
the completion of the demobilization
as a colonization building. The cost
to the Government in either case will
be in no comparison to the advantages
gzained in making Cochrane one of the
demobilization centres. for the sake of
nrhviding for the soldiers the incent-
ive of a healthful and profitable re-
turn to civil necupation. 4
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In a letter to the press, Mayor Me-
Coubray of Iroquois Falls gives ex-
pression to the general indignation
felt in this Northern end at the train
service which the Provincial Govern-
ment through the T. & N. 0. Commis-

sion are at present glving us. He
sgys. in part:
“A service of 232 miles straight,

> plus a couple of brancﬁ lines surely
“warrants the traffic. which it carries
" being handled 1ik® an ord.lnary rail-
-road woulit handle it : Think .of
helr evﬂ smeiliug, ratﬂa mday

day of the year. = Yet we sit down
and take the service at present be-
ing handed to us. ‘They probably
think we are “easy mmarks” and will
take anything that is handed to us,
so 1 say again, is it not time . to
wake up. I for ohe think so and
would ask every person who uses
a train, to sit down and let me
know in half a dozen words what
they think.”

While entirely  agreeing with the
substance of the complaint, yet we
cannol overlook the fact that we were
asked originally to bear with the in-
ferior service ag a requisite of absoi-
ute necessary war economy and
end of the war is of too recent date
to have yet given time for relief in
this direction.  We have no doubt
whalever, that even now the Commis-
sion has the Jquestion of better train
accommodation  under serioys con-
sideration, nevertheless we fully agree
with our correspondent .that the time
is ripe for making strong representa-
tion in which all towns of this north-
ern end of the road should foin, to
the  Commission who, we are $ure,
will be found amenable to any just
demand and who, we are equally sure
have found us in the past far from be-
ing ‘“easy marks."

-

The November issue of the Monthly
Commereial  Letter of the Canadian
Bank of Commeree has the following
timelp admonition :

The coming of peace will not justi
any relaxation in our cfforls to in-
ercase the thrift and economy of tho
nation in order to keep the publie
purse filled. Fighting may soon end,
but our men will require to “stand
to" for an indefinite period until many
difficult international problems have
been settled, and in the meantime the
and devastated  countries
must  be supplied  with
necessaries. In providing these
of the financial aid re-
fall upon those of the
to supply the nec-
from their  own re-

of Europe
many
the burden
quired will
Allies who are able
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industrial weltare of Canada tor
Lime after the ation of  the
war will  depend  largely " upon  the
manner  in which individual  enter-
prise is gradually substituled for the
government conlroi of business whicn
has prevailed aurving the war. During
the period of transition the Govern-
ment  will be justified in using its
eredit on a diminishing scale for aff-
ecting the change. Employment for
those of our people who have donc]
goud  service in the manufaeture of
munitions may be provided by new
fureign business, which, pending the
detrmination of the important geog-
raphical and political questions aris-
ing out of the war, will be controlled
Jargely by the allied  Goveroments.
Only if they are backed by a full
purse, can our represenlatives at the
allied councils contidently assume the
responsibility for a large share of the
rehabilitation  which is immediately
necessary.  If the country is to be
saved from a period of serious lndu»
trial depression, it is of the utmost
importance that our people should
not relax their efforts to save, so that
they may be enabled to give generous
financial support to the Government
whenever needed. To provide for the
cost of izing our ary
forces and for our share in resmring.
the war-d areas,

Government loans will be necessal‘v
from time to time, thoush on a lesser
[Scale Lhukduﬂn& the war.

" Those’ 'undertaklns Y W\m@rprises
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directl ot the Government, - but
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