BRING IN LEGISLATION
FOR NEW LAND POLICY

Sir Thos. White Forecasts Gov-
ernment Action to Settle

» Soldier Problems.
IMMIGRATION POLICY

Acting-Premier Reviews Com-
pletion of First Year's
Union Government.

Reviewing the work of the Union
Government, which to-day completes
1ts first year In office, Sir Thomas
wWhite, Acting Prime Minister, in 2
statement handed out to the press
refers to the national registration of
last June a®e having proved of use in
providing valuable Information for
the work of reconstruction; the main-
tenance of the munitions industry at
2 high degree of efficiency by exten-
sive credlts; increased agriculture
production through the Government's
campaign; the additional taxation on
war profits and income, and the ex-
panding revenues of the Dominlon,
and the evidence of prosperity of the
people In the big success of the last
Victory bond: campalgn; the $25,000,000
made avallable by the Government
for loans to the Provinces to provide
better housing conditions; the suc-
cessful operations of the Food Board,
and the authorization by the Govern-
ment of the investigation by local
municipalities of the high cost of
Uving with a view to regulating ex-
cessive profite, and the adjustment
of labor disputes among rallwaymen
by a Canadian board of adjustment.

Enforced M.S.A. Impartiaily.

With reference to the Military Ser-
vice Act and some other matters in
connecction with which Sir Thomas
White takes credit on behalf of the
Government, the Acting Premier's
statement is as follows: :

“Phe Government has vigorously
and impartially enforced the Mili-
tary Service Act. As a result there
were obtained -over elghty thousand
men as reinforcements for our forces
overseas. Therc were also called up
bhut relensed on compassionate
grounds, or for other adequate rea-
sons, twenty-tive thousand men., The |
Military police, under the Department
of the -.Militia, have vigorously
pressed the apprchension and pro-
secution of deserters. Since the
armistice men are no longer required
for military service, but the Govern-
ment. s continuing proceedings
ageinst those in default under the
Milltary Service Act with a view to
their being brought to justice and
punished for their offences. Serious
difficulties in the enforcement of the
law have been encountered in cer-
tain sections because of traffickingin
exemptions and leave certificates.
These cases are being fully investi-
gated in order that all who have
been found gulity of wrong-doing
]mny be brought to trial without de-

ay.”

Established Shipbullding.

“An outstanding feature of the
Government’s policy during the year
has been the establishment of =a
great shipbullding -industry. Over
forty steel vessels for Government
account are now under order, the
total estimated program for this
and. the coming year aggregating
over sixty million dollars. The ac-
tivities of all Canadian shipyards
are being maintained at their high-
est cnpncﬂy. furnishing employment
for an army of workmen and sus-
taining many subsidiary enterprises
of“ an important national character.

'A Soldiers’ YL.and Settlement Board
has been appointed, and great pro-
gress made in developing a policy
under which they will be alded in
establishing themselves upon the
land. . s

New Legislation Forecanted.

“In the early part of the present:
vear co-operative relations were.
established between labor and the



({;overnment in working out war prab-
ems.

“A special committes on which both
employers and employes are repre-
sented hag been appointed to consider
and recommend measures to improve
the relations of labor and capital,
and labor has beén given representa-
tion on the Labor Sub-Committee of
the Cabinet and on other boards and
‘committees since appointed by the
| Government.

- «A comprehensive immligratien and
1and settlement policy has been work-
ed out by the Minister of Immigra-
tlon and Colonization, and the co-
operation of the Governments of the
Provinces has been secured. The
necessary legislation wlill be intro-
duced at the approaching session of
Parliament to carry into -effect this
policy. - -

“The Government has completed the
purchase of the Canadian Northern
Rallwey and oonsolidated =all the
Government-owned railways, includ-
ing the Intercolonlial and Transcon-
tinental Railways, under a board of
directors of business men, who will
operate the roads in the natlonal
Interest. ]

To Provide Employment.

«The Minister of Railways has dur-
ing the year contracted for 18 loco-
motives, 850 freight cars, and one
hundred thousand tons of ralle,
Orders are now being placed for two
hundred thousand additional tons of
ralls and one hundred colonist cars.
To provide employment -during the
perlod of demobilizption the depart-
ment Is proceedin with the con-
structiom of the Welland Ship Canal,
work on which has been: shut down
because of the war. In the same way
work will be resumed on the final
section of the Trent Canal.

“Tg promote natlonal efficlency and
economy the Government has prohl-
bited' the Importation or -manufac-
ture and inter-Provinclal sale of in-
toxicating llquors for the Eeﬂod of
the war and for one Yyear thereafter.

“The Government has passed legis-
lation putting the whole civil service
under the Civil Service Commission,
and entirely eliminating political
‘patronage in connection with appolint-
ments to the public service.”
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