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FUTURE OF THE
MOUNTED POLICE

Government Inie;las Recruit-
ing it Up to Authorized
Strength

{anadian Press Despalch.)
Ouawa, Jan, 2.—The following au- |
thotized statement concerning the
present and future activitles of the
Royul Northiwest Mounted Police has
been fssued through the Departmont
of Public Information:

The statements that are appeay-

ing in the press that the Government
18 increasing the Royal Northwest
Mounted Police to 2,400, and that
the Government has announced that
the reason for so increasing the force
Is the Bolshevik menace in the West,
are without any foundation in fact;
the Government has not increased
und has no intentlon of increasing
the authorized strength of the force,
which was and iy 1,200.

Practically all the men in the {orco
of military age and physically fit en-
listed for service either in Franece or
In Stberta, with the result that there
is practically only a skeleton of the
original force left. What the Gov-
ernment has done I8 to authorize the .
recruiting of the force up to Iits al-
ready authorized strength, and it'
purposes to do this by taking hack |
into the ranks, if they desire to ye-'
turn, the men who have previously:
served in the ranks and aro now
serving overseas.

Canadn has had in the past lwo‘
Dominion '‘police forces—one, the
Dominfon Police, of which Sir Percy
Sherwood was the head, acting
throughout the whole of Canada, and
the other, the Royal Northwest
Mounted Police, having jurfsdictfon
in Saskatchewan, ‘Alberta and the
Northwest Territories. To prevent
overlapping and duplticatlon of work
the jurisdictlon of the Royal North-
west Mounted Police has heen eox-
tended so as to include the Pro-
vinces of British Columbia, Mani-
toba and the portion of Ontario ly-
Ing within Military District No. 10,
and to cover the work hithorte per-
formed within these territories by
the Dominion Pollce. The Royal
Northwest Mounted Police will con-
tinue to perform the dutles it has
heen performing during theé past two
years in connection with pagtroling
the in(erriugmnnl boundary, looking
after alien ¢nemles, ete. It will 2lso
take on the additional dutles which
have hitherto heen performad in
Western Canada by the Dominion
Police, including the arrest of Ce-
faulters- under the Military Rervice
Act. It is also available for service
'|ns a police forece in any other part
of Canada if the Government should
80 require,

The reduction In the strength cf
the forece during the past year, due
to the large number of mounted po-
lice who recruited for service In
¥France and Siberia, led to approhen-
slon in Western Canada as to the
future of the force, and strong te-
presentations were made to the Gov-
ernment that a force with such
splendid traditions should be retain-
w¢d and made even more cfficlent ay
o part of the permanent police force
of Canada, The Government has de-
cided that the force $halll be main-
tained either as the basis of a per-
manent Federal police force or as a
section of the mounted units in the
permanent military forces of Can-
ada, as may be determined hereaf-
ter. In either case, it Iy considered
tn the public interests that the
Mounted Police should be recrulted
up to strength. !
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