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Ottawa Grants Stay of Proceed.
ings in Charges Against
Editor

ACT CALLED ILLEGAL

Rumors in legal circles that
the Dominion government would
not proceed against persons
charged with sedition under the
War Measures Act, gained cre.
dence today when Michael
Charitonoff, editor of the Work-
ing People, a Ruthenian paper,
was granted a stay of proceed-
ings in police court on a charge
of sedition,

Proceedings were stayed on
instructions from the depart.

‘'ment of justice, R. B. Graham,

crown prosecutor, announced this
afternoon,

Convicted of Sfedition

Charitonoff was convicted of sedl-
tion by Magistrate Macdonald and
sentenced to three vears at Stony
Mountain penitentiary with a fine
[ of $1,000, He was released later

when Judge Dawson ruled that be.
cause of a technical error Chariton-

off had been convicted without a
trial.

In granting a stay of piroceedings
the department of justice, according
to a legal interpretation by E R
Levinson, counsel for the defense
upheld Judge Dawson’s decision that
the order-in-counci! under the Wa:
Measures act was |llegal and no
prosecutions could be made under it

In other words this means that the
sovernment, by ruling of its de.
partment of Jjustice, cannot prose
cute for sedition under the War
Measures act, lawvers assert.

Judge Dawson's ruling, according
to Mr. Levinson's interpretation. was
that the government had no power
to amend the criminal code by
order-in-council., The order wans
neld as a virtua! amendment to the
code, Mr. Levinson said.

Charitonoff was at the police sta.
tion, l’”f_ :lid_ not appear in court.



