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:Provincial Affairs  Discussed
Fromn Farmers’' Point of View
in the Legislature
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_Beautiful Plains Moembers 'Tells
. of Deep-Rooted Objection to
| Protective Tariff

s

Private 1members had the ear of
the house at the :ittinz of the legis-
lature yesterday afternoon and pro-‘
vinclal affairs were discussed from
*hz point of view of the agricultur-
ist. W, R. Woeod, Beautiful Plalns,
Geclared tho farmers had a rooted

and radieal objection to a pratective
tariff, and commentine upon the
soldlers' land settlement pollcy said,
the returned men should be placed
Lion the land under conditions that
woulidl make for their permanent and!
utlgfactory existence.

Dr W, Harrington, Dauphin,
cialmed that the time had arrived
tor the division of the province into
toapital districts, and said that the
mfluenza epldemic had demonstrated
the need for hospltal accommodation
1n the country districts of Manitoba.
~Joseph [Hamelln, Ste. Rose., com-
pinlned of the necessity for the ex-
tentlon of a rallway to Winmpezosis
l(.orth and this brought 2 statement
gom Premiler Norris, that srrance-

ents had practically heenn made
x;mh the management of tito Canadilan
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minstration of the e¢ducation de-
pirrtment would stand to {ts eternal
eredit,

svational for the carrying out of the
extenslon this year,

W. I. Slmms, Swan River, denled
the charge that the farmers were
profiteers, and glving Instances of
the spread hetween what the farmer
received and what the consumer pald.
Ho clalmed it was the duty of the
Domlinlon government to get after
those who were doing the real pro-
fitecring.

A Dbill Introduced by the provincial
treasurer respecting the payment of
succession dutles, which wns read
* second time, provides for the tax-
ation of widows and chlldren at a
less rate and glves effect to the prin-
ciple of a sliding scale. Dealing
With an question ralsed by the mem-
ber for Swan river, Mr. Brown sald
the government would give every
¢ncouragement to the ({issuing by
municipalities of bonds for good road
constructlaon.

Wood Explains Farmers' View

When the house resumed the de-
baie on the addresy, Wm. R. \Wood,
Beautiful Plains. who had the {loor
at the adjournment the previous day,
expresged his unqualified admiration
for the work of the education
department. \Whatever |(ts short-
comings may have ‘heen, there could
be little question, that its operations
had made for tho upbullding of a
real civic unity. Whatever the pre-
sent government mizht or micht nat
do, the speaker believed ¢hat the ad-

The speaker did not intead to

s

—

spend two or three hours {n a gen-
eral extensive view of the polltical
sltuation, but thero were two or three
matters with which he desired to

tion of the house to the platform
srowers. Their reconstructlion plat-
form was calculated to educate and
saimulate the population in bhetter
of Canada, It was no class policy; it
any special class, but for the general
good of the wholo communlty.

Touching upoa the tariff situatio.r,
the speaker insisted that the orzan-

'admitted that revenue for govern-

yment purposes had to be secured,
but this should be obtalned by direct|
taxation. No more of their nat-]
ural resources should be allenated.:
but wherever they were requiredi
for the publle service should be’

cperated on lease.
Attitude Toward the Soldier
Regardinge the returned soldier, Mr.

returned soldiers apon the land it
should be under conditions swhich

dcal. He wished to dlrect the atten-!

whlch had heen adopted by the graln

cltizenship. The farmers' policy was|
one which met the needs of the whole|

was not concelved in the interests of|

l\‘s'ood. Insisted that no clasxs in the!
community was more Interested [ni
sccuring a square deal for the soldler!
than the people whe werae living on|
{the land. They wanted the suldlersI
properly cared f2r and not turned;
adrift. If they were to place the
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1zed farmers3 had a rooted and radical,
opposition to a protective tariff. e S
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would make for thelr permanent and.
satlsfactory existence. This was an

agriculivral country and the soldiers!')

should be able te find s-:ltlsl’.lctor_v."
Ife upon the land. Conditions how-,
cver hagd never bhecn satlsfactory
even for the farmers, and definite)
sters should be taken to malke life:

cities were always a serious menace
to the country: they meant Jow wages
and an opportunity for profiteers to
batten upen the weaker members
of the community.

'Tho speaher urged that steps should
be taken to secure the repeal of the
war times election act, the discon-
tinuance of the practice of conferring
titles;: the abolition of the senate,
land the patronage system; and the
reinoval of the press censorship.
This meant definite political actlon,
and the farmers wanted this action

( taken as speedily us possibie.
| Price Fixing No Longer Necessary
| Referring to the position of the

farmery taken at the Brandon con-
vention with reference to the discon-
tinuance of the ilxed price on wheat,
Mr. Wuod admitted the fixing of the
price had done good, bhut that it was
1o longer necessary. It was sizgniil-
cant that the frst intimation they
had that the farmers micht ask for
a continuance of the fixed price came
from the east, and that the strongest
advocate for Its continuance at the
Brandon convention was not & farmer
but a banker. It looked very much
as if the eastern maunfacturers
were willinz to coutinue this ftixing
of the wheat prilce, o that they them-
selves might make a stronger claim

for the retention of thelr high pro-
tective tarifil ‘armers however
were not asxing for special privileges,
they desired a fair fleld and no favor,
with special nrivileges for none.
Hospita! Protection.

The time has arrived whefl the
province ahould be divided into hos-
pital disttlets, dezlared Dr. Wm. L
Harrington, Dauphin. Dr. Harrington
briefly rc~viewed the influenza cpi-
demle, declaring that it has snown
the public the great necd of hospltals
in Manitobad,

ile advocated dividing the province
into hospltal distriets, the hospltals
In which would be maintained by a

light tax on the district. Every per-
son living in the distrlet whoud have

e privilege of belng admitted to the
hospital {ree of charge and there
"would be no need of charity.

Speaking of the epldemie, Dr. Har-
rington lauded the board of health for
Its valiant work during the spread
of the discase. He declared, how-
ever, that the beoard had not gone
far enuogh in the ban on publle
meetings. “'The only way to stop the
spread of the.epideinic,” he declared,
“i9 to stop gatherings of wrll kinds.,”

I{e refeired to the crowding in the

 bigr stores, uand stated that, in his

opinion, ornlv a certain number of
customers should have been allowed

|in the stores at once,

Durlng s'i1ch an epldemic as the
influenza plague, Dr. Harrington de-
clared, all rnesenger trains should be
stopped. Supplles could be trans-
ported by freight, but all other traffic,
he thought, should be completely
climinated.

member for Dauphin asserted, Is a
very important one, and the only way
to get proper quarantine, he thought,
is by the co-operatlon of the public.
The people should be educated to the
dangers of infection and the necese
sity of belng careful about reporting
cuses,
Ninette Sanitarium Badly Located.
Dr. Harrington, In his address,
mentioned Ninette sanltarium, and

declared that the goveinment would
‘be {11 advised to spend any more
money on this institution on account
ot its poor location. fle advocated
the finding of a new and more cen-
tral slte for the sanitarium and also
suggested the establishment of 4
sanitarium for more advanced tuber-
culer patfents.

The Manitoba Temperance act as it
affects the medical men of the prove-
ince was Inade the tople of some
discussion by Dr, Harrington. lle
declared that the act lays too great
a burden on the medical men In the
Issulng of prescriptions, and gave
three solutions to overcome the

difficulty. He sucgested that those

necding  llquor should obt
through the Jieense mspec?(::} (:lt‘
tthough the cletzymen of the district.
The average minister would cut down
the supply. he said. Another solution
would be to publish the names of all
those who were in the habit of pro-
curing liquor tor use.

Most of the doctors, he said, aro
tryiug to observe the act, but some
of them are making out false pre-
scriptions and selling them. “Thig
3.3 a c¢riminal practice,” he declared
ulgd s}l;oulil be remedied.” ' '

r. Hlarrington referred Lo
hotel accommodation In tht:es?]?;)ll;
towns, and suggested means to elim-
inate this bad condition of uffalrs
Concessions, he thought, should be.
macde to these hotels, includlng a re-

The matter of quarantine, tho ||

there more attractive. Overstocked.l
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duction of thelr assesasment. He nlso
advocated gliving them the excluslve
right of selling 2<% beer.

Referring to the allen enemy ques-
tion, the member declared that dis-
crimination should be made among
the foreigners. He made a plea for
the Ukralnlan people, who he declared,
are fine and loyal citizens and should
not be driven out of the country.

Joseph Hamelln, Ste. Rose, empha-
sized the need of the extensicn of the
C.N.R. line from Winnipegosis, north.
tle declared that there was an abun-
dance o€ good arable land in that
district, but gpttlers become dlscour-
aged and move away on account of
the absence of a handy railway line.
He explained the gsreat difficulty of
transponting” graln and cattle over
Ereat distanceg to the nearest mar-
kets without the ald of a rallway line.
Thers couldn't he a better location
than this district tor soldiers deslring
to go farming, he sald! providing the
government extended the rallway, finc
and gave the farmers better conven-
lences,

The government, Mr. Hamelin as-
serted, should spend Jess money on
advertising and more on {mproving
roads and carrying out other works
for the public benefit. Fe nlso urged
the government to take steps with
regard to Improving the drainage
system of the province.

Mr. Hamelln complalned of the
poor telephone service in his constit-
uency and asked for redress. Change
of locatlon of the exchanges has
caused a great deal! of trouble and
deprived many ot telephone service,
he charged.

\

He also laid a complaint against the
long distance service, in his district,
declaring that when residents of the
various towns desfred to get In com-
munication with neighboring wns
by telephone they_had to eall Ochre
[{lver for connection. He claimed that
Lhe service was poor in thls particu-
ar town, and those wishing to use the
ong «(istance service were oblized

|

l

- i bl b Em S

& g ma



to put up with a gréat deal of delay
and Inconvenience.

Mr. Hamelin complained of the ex-
travagant budgets of the government
In the past sessicns and ceclared that
the opposition members did not sup-
port this flnancial policy.

Premler Norrls answering a ques-
tion of the member for St. Rose sald
it had practicay been arranged with
the Canadian Nauonal rallway man-
angement that the line from Winni-
pegosits north would be moved -this
year,
Farmers Sent Share of Men

W. H. Simms, Swan River, speak-
ing on the war from the farmer's



| standpoint, challenged the state-

ment that the farmers had not cone-
tributed thelr quota of men. In his
own constituency they had glven men
running up to four filgures. During
that time Immense quantities of food
had been. produced and there had
been co-operation between nll classes
of citizens in the campalgn of greater
production. People who accuserd the
farmers of profiteering, eald the
member, were ignorant of the facts,
iand declaring there was too much dif-
ference hetween the price pald by tho
consumer and the price recejved by
the producer. He gave lllustrations of
this In the price the farmers got for
stock, oats, and hldes and In connec-
tion with the price of hides he said
he had been told last vear thousands
of hides were rotting in the enst,
hoarded by some for higher prices.
The noint he wished to emphagize
was that there was too much spre:ad
between the prices and something
should be done to prevent t. The
farmers admittedly had made money,
Hit they had not profiteered at the
expense of the consumer. The rural
credits act had given greant satlsfac-
tlon In his district and jt and the
Farm Loans legislation nlled a long
felt want., As one farmer had sald,,
it the government had done nothing
else than pass these nieasures the

were worthy of the support of -the
farmers. Great care should be taken
he advised In the admlission of im-
migrants, “We can’'t afford to grant
any more concesslons; special privi-
leges. These people should be very
glad to come In and live under con-
ditlons such as we are llving under.
Our immigration policy should have
in the forefront ‘desirability’ and
among oulr list of exports should be
‘undesirables.''" Ho suggested the
consideration of the rebate of the

‘taxes to the soldiers and urged road

conatruction in this part of t he pro-
vince. People, he sald, had 1o leave
the district because they could not
get thelr chlldren to school. M.
Simms hoped there would be no more
daviight saving leglsiation. It wasL
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an absolute Inconvenlence to farmers
in his district.
Taxets on Soldiers’ Homes

Hon. Edward Brown alluding to
the matter of returned soldlers
and taxes sald it had, been
n question of serious consid-
eration of the government and
t. bill would be brought down this
session dealfng with the remission aof
the taxey on a =oldiers’ hames whe-
ther in cities, towns or on farms. In
regird to the Issuing of bonds for the
construction of good roads that might
be dlsposed of locally which was re-
ferredd to by the member for Swin
River, the provinec{al trensurer said
he knew of no, reason why this
should not be done. In fact It was
desirable from every standpoint and
they have one outstanding Instance
in the past season with respect to
the municipality of Wallace which
wasg recognized as the futher of good
roads In the province. They had had
an issue ror good roads purposes and
tho treasury department offered to
purchase the issue of 6 per cent.,, but
after conaslderation the municipality
decided to dispose of the bonds local-
ly and sold the entire Issue._, “This

« . polley,” sald Mr. Brown, “thatl

ight bo encouraged 1 other dis-
.. 3 of the province. There Is no
objection from any standpoint so far
as I can sce and any encouragement
the government can give will be given

cheerfully.”

On the motion of J. . McConnell,
Hamlota, the debite waa adjourned.
Succession Duties

The provincial treasurer in moving
the second reading of the blll re-
specting the payment of succession
dutfes sald the object of the legisla-
tlon wis not to get more revenuec,
but ‘o remove certaln [nequalitics
and emphasize gertain principles, |
“The following ., are belleved to be
correct prhcipl'e\.i to govern in the
levying of succession duties,” M.
Brown explalned: 1—To tax wldows
and chlldren 2 less rate, than more

distant relatives and strangers. 21—




To tax on a 8llding scnle so that
smaller amounts will be taxed equal-
1y in all states, and specifled sur-
plusses over such amounts to pay
highe!' rates on increasing scales un-
til they reach fixed maximum rates
when no further i{ncreases In such
rates will Dbe made. 3—To grade
rates as they go higher, as ecvenly
and regularly as possible. 4—To
chargo duty on the portion of an
catnte in Manitoba, at a rate to be
established (on above princlples) by
the total slze of the estate no mat-
ter wlhere situated.

On the motion of thoe premier the
house was adjourned unti{l Monday
night o 8 o'clock.
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