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PROCRASTIN\TION. q
Cdnsiderable sympathy ought to!,
ne felt with the Mayor of this city. .
A3 its chief magistrate he is, at nor- ! ¢
mal times. the bearer of many hur- |y
fens which ought rightfully to fall|y
cn other shoulders. In these days|p
~hich are abnormal and in whichig
problems bristle on every hand, the ¢
oftice of Mayor becomes more than|¢
ssually  heavy with  responsibility |
apd  vicarious troubles. But the
manufacturcers and traders and law-
sers and doctors and all the other!
classes—all the citlzens—have a duty
rovards  their mayor. They are
vnder moral abligation to come to
e1s ald. a3 their chief e:cccutive.!
rhenever & publle emergency ariscs.
Thbat such an emergency exists to-
day rio one may doubt who has heard
tha v1ews of the returned men and
+ho hd4s witnessed the disorders of
3 neck ago. Great ciforts arc un-
dountedly being put forth Dby the
officers of the returned soldiers’
organizations to maintain order and
to promote an atttude of patience
and rea<onable conzideration. They |
are. in this manner, doing their duty 't
by the ayor. DBut what is the atti-,
:ude of the other intluential clas-;cs:
‘nthe eity? With few exceptions the
atuitude which the Jlayer's state-
nent suggests iy being taken up is
‘hat of procrastination, of shelving!
responsibility and calling upon some- .
vnd else to deal with the difficulties v
~*ich have ari=en. l
Upon whom the respon-ibtlity for,
tha existing state of aifairs must be |
slaced 1s a matter of far less im-
partance at the moment than i3 thut
of taking steps to mmprove conditions |
m the citv. In this the Mayor 1s|
entitled to the support of everyone.
{e has called for that support and
» should be forthcoming without de- ]'
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lay. Equally it is the duty of the

Provincial Government to take the}
.ituation into its cognizance. And |
it 13 the duty, also. of the Dominion |
Government and its eaecutive de-
partments, distant as Ottawa i> 1nd
out o? touch with local conditions,
‘0 speed up the machinery of ad-
mimiatracion before it is too late.

The complaints of the relurnedl
Joldlers as to allen labor and the,
employment problem c¢annot be !
slmply ignored. To appeal to their,
orbearance owing to the natural
Oificulties to be overcome a‘nd to]
enlist their aid in maintaining order
13 to recognize that something mitst
ba done to remove the causes from’
which Impatience and disorder h.n'e!
srlsen. To this end the Mayor has
tahen  certain  measures and hel
.hould recelve the fullest co-upera-!
tien of the citicens in whatever dc-
tior he proposes to c:atablish per-
migently souud conditions. !

Compliance with the dcmand {or
the dlscharge by employers of allen
varher= will not lessen the difficul-
ties of those responsible for dealing
nith disorder and unemployment.
These allens have to be ted, housed
and, 1t may be, deported. But all
this presupposes 4 agency-or agen-
¢ctes to carry out these duties It i3
"% no means certain tbat the re-
roed men will be satisfied to do
the work now beinz done by aliens]
erto do it under the same conoditions. ]
Tha surther inaulry penetrates the
Lrgor become the preblems tu be
olved '

All the employing interests of this
(lty must wake up to a sense of their
f2sponsibilities: so also must the
frovinejal Government. There
-hould b> a joiut confereunce of all
e interests, including the repre-
“2alalives of the repatriation agen-
cies In this c¢ity, to which have been
etrusted the ofiicial means for deal-
Ing with the employment and general
welfare of the returned men. 1f
Brcessary this conference should call
Upon the Government at Ottawa 10
da¢lare jts policy in regard to mat-
tars which fall distinctly Into its
Province and with which no other
ithority can deal justly and ade-
luately,

If some such action is not taken
ind that immediately all the efforls
0'1 the Mayor and the comparatively
limited supporters of his action wlll
ba warse than tutile  ‘This morning’s
Meeting. calicd for 10 o'clock, ought
‘0 be tuily representative ot all the
Interests involved, including the gov-
ffamental agencit . for repatrlation
and reconstruction.
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