Tried to Start
Rioi by Phoning
False Messages

[ll-Disposed Persons Al!emp!ed to Bring About Repetition
of Winnipeg Affair Here by Stirring up Trouble
Between Returned Soldiers and Labor Men
—Citizens Warned of Impending Raids

Mayor’s Meeting Clears Air

Representatives of Military, Labor and Commercial Bodies
Get Together at City Hall and Find That No

I hreats Have Ever Been Made—Rumor-
mongers to be Hunted Qut

That some small group of ill-disposed persons tried to set the
returned soldiers and the labor organizations by the ears last week
with a view of provoking a repetition of the Winnipeg riots in
Vancouver became evident from the revelations made at a meeting
of representatives of labor, military and commercial organizations
held i the mayor’s oftice Tuesday afternoon,

The work had been done with a malevolence and thoroughness
that were quite Teutonie. Mysterious telephone messages had
warned the soldiers of mmpending raids by **Bolsheviki.’”” The labor
men and Socialists had heard stories that their meetings were to
be wrecked. |

There were also threats of 1[:1!11;_1}_..'._'(‘ to property. Mr, l:'mr;,;'n" Kidd,
general manager of the B. CC. E. R. Company, had received four
warnings over the telephone that if the Sunday meetings were not
held his plant would be wrecked.

And the propoganda came very near being successful. It did,
indeed. result 1n several theatres ]H'i!l;_f closed to the labor
men and i serious ]!l‘n[}l'lﬁl]ﬂ on the part of the labor ﬁT‘}IEI!]iZiltitlllH
to settle the question of their right of tree speech and free assembly
by appeal to the ordeal of the general strike, Even now it seems to
have left behind an uneasy feeling 1n the minds of the labor leaders
that the “‘interests’’ are trying to drive a wedge between them and
the returning soldiers.

The meeting, }uhr er, cleared the air. It left no doubt in the
minds of the labor men that the soldiers had at no time iOll‘s}ll!t‘ll
against them m;fi it gave the soldiers assurance that whatever
political and social changes the Socialists and the Federated Labor
Party were working for, they had no intention of accomplishing
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!. It was a thoroughly representative
gathering which assembled at the
%mavors invitation. There were pres-
ent Messrs., Chris. Spencer, of the
(.an&dian Club; Mr. Wooster, of the

Emp]overs Association; Capt, L.JW

='Whttta,k¢r. president of the (:reat
‘War VYeterans; Mr. Mabbett, of the
Army and l\au Veterans; 8. J. Goth-
ard, of the Comrades of the Great
War: David Rees, vice-president of
the Trades and lLabor Congress of
Canada; A. & Wells of the B. .
Y'egeraticn of Labor: Messrs. W. 1.
Trotter und Bert Showler, of the
Federuted Labor Party; and Messrs.
:Iwnmtz and Ewert. of the Socalist
Party of Canada. :
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Organized labor. he contended, had
done more than any other agency to
flnd employment for the returned
‘men. He hoped the people who had
' started the trouble would be discov-
ered!

In answer to questions from the

 mayor Mr. Midgley said that the com-
mittee that had seen the mavor about

the Avenue theatre meeting had re.

ported that the mavor would not
withheid a permit. He had not heard
anything to indicate that the mavor
had facilitated the meeting, meypely

that he had interposed no obstacle.

Must Vind T'omonters,
"We want to find out who is at the

Lottomi of this trouble,” said Captain
LG W \‘l’hitt;‘:l«’:m' of the CGreat War
_\*f‘it‘r"mﬁ The resolution of the War

Veterans as publshed in  the press

Was quite correct, but it must be 1

membered that while it looked like a
very serious and even threatening
statement it carried the proviso, "l

sedition were being preached.” The

committee which had been appointed
tag mterview the emplovers had had

solely to do with seeing about the

emplogment of returned men and the

discharge of aliens gradually, not in

large numbers at once. 1t had no man-
date about sedition and would nof
hﬁ'i‘("“ khl‘}".\*]] “’h("‘!‘l‘ to 20 1O O g i,
out. There was macihinery to deal
with sedition. It was the OUs.ies -

the police. The veterans had used no

4

threats. They had not  said they

would be there with guns. They had |

i

never met and discussed such means

mayor to close up the meetings., No-
bhody among them had SHpERgested

of action. They had never asked the

breaking up the meetings, He nas out |
sunday night and there wore not six |

" War \ctrr.mﬁ on the street. The sol-

diers had not been worked up. lLabor
had not been worked up. Then who

had been?

Mr. W. R. Trotter, secretary of the
Federated labor Party, said theirs
was tiie first ox to be gored. They
had learned that the Rex Theatre
would not be opened. The same ban
was placed on Broadway Theatre,
The owner of the latter had said he
had heard rumors and did not want
to have trouble. He had been ad-
vised to cut out these meetings. The
nmet!ngs of the Federated l.abor,

‘arty had been going on since April|

jast and there had never been any

trouble. The party was working for
change by constitutional methods, but |
had to educate people who Were at
nresent voting for their own enemies
They knew the people they wantled
1o supersede wolid not 1:'@_:%031;}1-1&&!*
butl they wmere using constitgltional
methods while their opponents were
using other methods He had &al-
most offered to buy the Pant _u,.w-. He

found they were blocked somewhere,
Then they had tried to get the Av-|
erive. They had been told the Mayor

was out of town and therefore thes

eould ne i get & permit They had
censequently advertused the Dominmon
H 2 M X I;‘ 151 1”. 1*"“4.' : Fd‘i O 5’3 } im

that members of four organizalions
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wipe out the movement. hmpioyer

aasoviations belleved that. The 1.;?rm
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X ening Ther the Sundxy evel nLiR

mritinrs were to e biamed Tor DT -
5 E L e Thers someth g
war 16 bhe torned om On LEC el -
IS hes gquite understood wihy
1y poldiere should be pitoRed aprains
¢ b ey mant e CIOAT LD W N
N TRt Earrs Tt 1A ning A
LT ATIE G | M o ESER N O LRy {":J‘!’"t‘f R e
prlions i YD roust have proposed
6 pdrre am the riol They WRRteg

TR G R T G M ”‘I"Ii. iRt oone T
ake R seclesd WNS " o B kd <

b @ Doisheviki outhreak on Saturday



if inite ohject behind this. It was
recognized that once the soldiers and
(the workers got together the jig was
- nr- They were going to use the bal-
1ot and change conditions in this
jcountry., There was nol one labor
organization that had not done its
"damndest”’ for the returned men
when they came back. In nearly
every organization the initiation fees
‘had been reduced to a minimum.
| The 880 fee of the shipwrights of
' Victoria was made $5 for the return-
ed goldier, and if of ten men for a
given job one was a returned soldier
‘the soldier got the iob first. Some-
 body was responsible for this propa-
ganda and he set it down to the large
; cmployving interests,
Mr. & Gothard, Comrades of the
Great War, said the trouble was not
'Wwith the men in that room and the
CANglo-Saxone like them, whether So.
clalistes o not, nor with the alien
lenemy., but with the neutral aliens
wWho had come here from the United
Eﬂmtm:-: to avoid conscription, He said
the retuined soldier was not against
free speeeh, but he wias against the
alien who had ¢rept in here and taken
' positions  that  rightfullv  belonged
110 the Anglo-Saxone,. They were
against the breed of military age who
|were protecting themselves by stiff
| fees for the I1.W.W. and soforth,
against the men coming back, He
;nmmﬁh ] that the =oldiers were pay-
(DR less attention to the Germans and
CAustrians than to the Swedes and
' Russian Finns, o '
. Mr. WKavanagh advised cutting out
the references to aliens and getting
down to the guestion of what wae the
cause of this thing, which they had
. been invited there to discover,

Mayor Not Stampedod,

| “You came here,” said the Mayor,
"o get a better understanding of each
. other.” He had had gerious troubles
to contend with =inece he had taken
- office, but he had never been stam-
- peded and he was not stampeded now,

 he continued. Taking cognizance of
 the reports that had rcached him,
"he had done what it was his duty to
do, to safeguard law and order. The
reporte had reached him not from
irresponsible people only, and when
' he sized up the situation fairly well
" he had found the same reports had
reached the Socializis, the war veter.
ans, the comrades and other organiz.
ations. Prominent citizeng had con-
stantly called him up from  the
Wednesday to the Sunday. They were
men who were not carried away hy
irresponsible rumor,

M. Kidd, of the B, C. E. R,
Company, had told him that he
had received four telephone mes.
sagexs that his plant would be
wrecked if the meectings were
not held. Rev., E. Thomas had
received several messiages of sim.
ilar import. -
1f trouble had 'H"Nl!lfi’l and it hml

been known that he had done nothing
he would be under the guns very

severely. He was sure that now they
understood each other more thorough-
I they would turn a deaf ear 10 ii-
responsibile rumors.

Urﬁﬂ*hfd labor must admit that
e rad never lent himself {0 any
propaganda against it He wWas hol
Against labor or afnly other organizi-
tion. The (ireat War Veterans gaid
they had played no part In this mag-
ter. Mr. Gothard, for the Comrades
nf the Great War. said they had playv-
ed no part a= an orgunization, B8a
did Mr. Mahbott for the Army and
Navy Veterans 1If the Labor and
Socialist orpanizatitns had had any
fewling t~ the contrary that haad now
been done away with, They had
started on the right 'ﬂ'&'i and he

Hoped thnt ther sepatine would he
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