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"r?“‘d League ‘is Described as|,

—

ilml of “Bob” Rogers and |,
| (ol A. G. Fonseca :
| — r
lh(, Ao That ‘““Protective” f

pquization Was Scheme to {*
teak Up Great War-Yelerans ¢
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Lr:lary' Law Tells of Influence
fedto Try and Get Certain
Officer President of G.W.Y. -
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ne Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Jiamentary Protective League
(snada came to the end of 1ts
.Jf carcer, so far as Winnipeg

concerned, at an emergency | (
155 meeting of the Great War
serans on Seturday night..
Yme 600 veterans assembled

, their hall listened to state-!
g with rezard to the origini.
I pature of the ‘‘league ’’ by
-oPresident J. .0, Newton,)
wr. F. W. Law, A. Loosley, and
4r comrades, and finally pass-
13 resolution declaring that:

" Whereas, it is proven to the
Usfaction of this meeting that!,
ldiers’ and Sailors’ Parlia-i
tary Protective League is a |
+l of Hon. Robert Rogers and '
im.Col. A. G, Fonseca, there. !
st be it unanimously resolved |
it we kill it.”’ :

Comrade Loosley declared his

tion of resigning forthivith
s weeretarinat of the leazue, of
-iming to each member their
seriptions and of destroying
+ membership roll. A novel
ddent in the mecting was an
lress by Lieut. John llayes,
i newly elected president of
2 Ammy and Navy Veterans, in
“ch he warned the G.W.V.A.}
prabers not to associnte them-',
rires with any politieal organ-

tion, - |
A resolution unanimously en-
sing the stand taken by the'r:
cay and Navy Veterans in hav-
: neither truck nor talk with
£new league was unanimously

'"LiSEd_ i'

Oficials Were Warned.
A opening the mueting, Mr. New-
“-pointed out that the GAW.V.A
notifled the police, mayor and
=itary that If action were not-taken
sippress the Soclalist meetings the
:sao-:lauon would not be responsible
'bn_hatmi:ht happen. Later. when
-¢ Noting started, certadn membders
{tle assoclation felt that there wad
Lipecial emergency, and so the e-
:.'nml‘h'oidlors' committee was forn-
:b}' Comrade Icosleyv and others for
@ Ume delng. e did pot Judze
“r actlon, but he wished to com-
td their good work. A few davs
1ier some membery of the sub-com-
=lez volced their suyplelons that
L %as not open and uabove-honrd.
B%e suspiclons  culmlnated  iast
1Euruhy, wilen the majority of the
f(;:_*ll‘u came back, after n pow-
sl nto the assoclution, promlising
m_:m'l in harmony wlth the execu-
mnl;.azllng-prosldent then called
]nli&me:tlng to start dlscusslon.
e $h, Lieut.-Col. A. (. fonseca
tr:un'-:} 10 the front from amon- the
himp‘fummd the'dnor and declared
Ula.mib&, to be "thie organizer for
u:m”a of the new leacue.” Ile
s :I:lr permission to rend the by-
o constitution of the league.
Mm’?'i' him out,” velled a dozen
The tbnllm among the retuructl men.
Sxder 33 called for, and obtalned.
ib--”m then, addressing Colonel
-<tta, Mr. Newtnn queried:

Are yo : —
tlatlgn e Ua memnber of thiy asso-

..}-‘;’- an assoclate meniber.”

8 e you your card of menrber-
» €0 yoy?"
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lone!] admlitted that he had
:}E"&" despite his protests, he way
(LR P 'E.O leave the room, which he
ind th?l did, tollowed by the Jeers
ﬂuM tats of the meml)ers, who (e-
tlorts ¢ t he was reyponsible for all
Comea 1o 02K UP the G.WV.V.AL
[ibjeer o A Murtin [ntroduced the
tras N hand. und told of hints
there out by Comirade Lovosley that
N3 a $1,000 cheque in it for

tim
'le;,n[: Pe succeeded in floating the

Bunch f gih
C o Political Crooks. ,
imfide Serot. A B. Moore felt no

fCutity Ovtr the names af cl-rtnln‘

2 !*LCIQI:.; tie didn't admire crooked

1.1.1 L‘E nan
woTand he

on principle. Manitoba

1 of being erooked politi-

sy tha lhmllthE the provinee had

Hh{'a] hlna'ne. Some things In the

e rotee story uf the province left

)y nness of the system thor-
¥ PXDoged

lohf};nl:;lln pollticlan had promised
frag o Felirned men. ke ad-
n!namem o' lonk up his reputation.
f&r) hd;"fa gallant colonel (laugh-
Yah 1 ten mentloned. He dld not
T3 Fei In the same boat with that
LRI} urned metc dld not need to
Epn) bunch of polltical crooks
LeITPA If they held tosethier they
Mo o MANA and obtain everything
L2 !!:ted. e hoped to see one of
Eeny ” and flle eclected to parla-
Laygg [epresent the returued men.
huapmnuse.)
-l umlln;:_ the sergeant declared
Fitica) :nm men could direet the
Feht cha ife of this province into
s. nn::" ]'}3' tllleir ownl unalded
ey ¥ante a: wuld demaund what
. and. ; e
l."Lu;,,}. shoul if they didn't get

‘I p
0 ‘
dred Siet listen to any crook.” de-

S“—__CTRt. Moore, ‘T'Il <o far ns 1

t

d throw the politiclans



CAatt, SOGQUASIt every Crooas wWhio laisers
his hesa 'iromv path. [.ct the ve-
turned men, every one of theju, pat
their feet on thils party serpent ane
WL 1t Don't get mlxed up with «
honch oF ¢rooks who are out for your
harm. Siich tosether and you will
el il you ~vant., yvoeur full rights.
Moath rour ‘grousings' hore at homo.
1 ke o flehter, only don't sett your-
selves to o houell of potltletans who
have bad records.”  1lo told that the
lewazue prapagamla awas well camons
faged,  He had hlmselC Jolued 1t argl
been a member for one hour, after
which tlme e had resiened,

i1le told of having been asked to
loive the leasue's offfce when a cer-
tain hrewer front Elmiwood ehitorcd
one day. He unmderstood thatl certain
members of the league had promised
to get then beer, aml he declarved that
the GUWLVLAL was Judt as able to get
them that s any crouked political
orinization,

Committee Got "Action.”

6. J. Mangrield recounted the good
worke doite by the Retuined Soldlers’
cotnmittec waile it lasted, It had gpot
cpeedler amd betrer results than any
other organiZaton in Canada, e
assabled  the  statenents recently
made that o deport all aliens would
halt the wlhieels of Canadian industry.,
deelaring thiat such oo stalement was
a slhiur on every returuned man.,  tle
also had  jolued the Soldiers and
sallors' Parliamentary  jeasgue, Fio
only left it when he saw e deflnlte
spltt i sight in the ranks of the
T S e, After Commrade Loosley
lett the conitnilitee he accepted the
chnlrmanship on condition that he
e cmpowered to “pow-wow’ with
the (3 AWLVLA. with o vieww to raturn-
ine 1o the parent fold. o had bren
appointed to the eivie conunlitee to-
gother with Comrude Loosley. The
Returned Men’s committeo was now
dissotved and It was never out to
hreak np the GOW.V.AL

Comrade E. Duwviy declared that hie

wonld not Jolu the league. 1fe had

heen a member of the Returned Sel-
Hers' commlttee and he had alwnys
telt that tho Ieague, or any slmilar
or-nnization, should bho approached
with extreme care and caution., He

tolil of the good workh done by thea

committee g gettlng alieng removed
and rewurnetl men started at o good
Hving wage,
. Underourrent of hMystery.
Comrado 2. Radelitfe admitted that

e soldlers’  committee had -done
gowld work, though he always felt

. ot

that there was wn undercurrent of
iny stery  connected with It What
the returned soldlers needed was unl-
fied action nnder a united comninnd,
such ns won tho battles of the wur.
Comrnde LRadeliffe emne right out and
clrarged that a eomrade (Smith of the
dsen battallon)  had  declured  thnt
Flon., lobert flozels had officred n
cheque for $1,000 to the man who
yucceeded In starting the leagno. lie
asserted that they needed no sych
league, hut colmmon, unlted efort for
the conimon oo,

Cotnrade W Bath @ opened huis plen
for no split I the veterans withh n
cliatee  that cetrtaln  genticman
stionld Le catied “Bob Dodgers,” That
man wils throwing out his seeret ser-
vice hooks. ©Oue of these hooks had
Inmded wt the teet of the returned
soldlers. ffe waried them thot 1f
they ot entangled with it it yvould
tear  them  asumder. When the
GAVVLAL started overyboly laugled
at thent. Now thev wero fact anml
powerfui  tne polltickans were ot
after tiiem. 104 politic.an wero clean
they should fight him clean, dut If he
were crooked they shiould treat him
rough nnd so break him ot his creek-
cilneys,

'The speaker uxecrated the name of
Colonel Ponseca, declaring that he
hn¢d heen the anctive agent in the
organization of the leavue as he had
elven bimself the tltle ofarzanizer
vor Maniteba., He warned the mem-




hers that nttempts hnd been made to,
undermine the presldent and BRecre-
tary of the G.\V.V. They would try
it aguin. . All the efforts cume from
“Bobd" Rogers and his meninls, who
were plotting lo destroy the associa-

tlon. They had to break.up that |

movament or he broken up.
Murray After Presidenoy.
Cormmadn F. W. Law, pald secretary

of the assoclation, and one of the

fifteen “clinrter memhers,” told of
three visits puid to him in his office
by Hon. Robert Rogers. The first
tiime ho needed r chnntfeur, and sib-
sequently hq afrectionately informed
Mr. Law that anything he or the hoys
wanted he would get for them.

Mr. Law told of how Mayor Gray,
Jnst arter he was elected muyor last
November, invited him to go to the
Telegram bnikding and meet solne
sentlemen.  \When he got thera Knox
McGee met him with these words:

“Mr, faw, 1 want you to meet
Licut.-Cal. Murrny, avha would Uke

te be president of the Great War

Yeternns' asgociatinn. Not that Max-
well Is not a good man, but Murruy
vould bave u better Intluence.”

“I' just said to Mpr, McUee,” Mr. |

Law oxplalned to the veterans last,
night, *“‘Let him go to h 2 Then,’
turning to Mayor Gray, I said:?

Firast_ Ounce of Flesh,

“*Mr. Gray, thin is the tirst ounce
of the pound of tlegh they ncan 1o
exact from you tor their support in
your mayornl campalgn.’

“*You surely don't think that, sald
tiie mayore-elect.

“I made inquiries,” contlnued JMr,
Law, "und fonnd that Murrgy was o
political colonel vlected to his Jjob
by Rozers nt Ottawa.”

Comrnde Looslery, the presldent and
secretary of the league that had
created such litterness In contro-
velsy, zot up to spendc and, thouwrh a
large nnmber of the returnerll men
didn’t swant to give him the floer, falr
play counnsels prevalled, and he, nt
lust, with econstant Interruptions, got
A henrlny. He had never had any
intention, he declared, of brenking up
the exlsting eoldlers’ orguanitzations.
Since e s=aw the temnper of that
mecting he would, on the apot, resign
fromy the politicul league. He did not

rvishh o leave the Great \Wwar \'utur-‘

ans Lirut.-Col. ¥Fonseca hud got
him the jou and he aar just o sni-
arted official,

Andrews on Aliens,
Major G. W. Andrews, D.S.0., M.P,,

i

sympathized] with the soldiers In thelr
demands, but dld .not condohe some
of ‘“‘the rough stuff” that had been
pulled off. It way. i blg problem.
The allen was everywlherc. There
were men, loyal to the cause of the
atlies, who hnd zZlven sons to thie
allied ecaunse, and-some of them were
unnaturallzed ‘alfens, It was hoped
that the new Aliend' court would glve
these ecurds to protect them, even
while the disloyal found no svmpathy
or employment., They needed organ-
Ized efforts, not rlots. ‘They should
0 ufter swhat they wanled, declared
the mnjor. “und, by George, we can
wet it, too,” he conéluded, amid
applauye,

A new precedent -wns eytablished
when Presldent John Hayey, of the
Army and Navy Vetemns'. assouvii-
tlon. was called to the platform. e

“gave more light on the workingy and |

Fonsecda himeself had approached him
with n suggestion that the Army and

Navy asyoclation support the league,
and the chilef argument put forward
by hhinn wns that Lhls league wns
“surae to break up the GCGreat War
Veterans.'”

“1 have secen Bab Rozers dbehind
Jome promotfons, In the front line
trenches,'” declared Mr. Hayes, In
warning the assoclation “to have
notklng ‘40 o with party polltlies,
eepeclally with men l{ke Rogders and
Fonsaeca.”

At thls stuge a select conmunittee,
consisting of .Comrades A. F. Moore,
R. Radecliffe, H. J. Manstield, C. V.
Combe, and (ex-oftficio) J. O. Newton,
to draf- waysand means “to forewarn,
and therefore to forearm soldlers who
' were yet to return from oversens.”

The meetlng closed with the Na-
tlonal Anthoni.

objects of the proposed league. Col.
f
}

e T L T D T L L



	1919-02-10-MFP-Veterans-Give-Short-Shrift-to-Political-League-C 1
	1919-02-10-MFP-Veterans-Give-Short-Shrift-to-Political-League-C 2
	1919-02-10-MFP-Veterans-Give-Short-Shrift-to-Political-League-C 3

